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accords with the circumstances revealed in the various
treatises. Here we find individvals and the nation oppressed
by foreign influence, and fervent aspirations for relief and
freedom, showing a state of things which could only be
experienced in the Holy Land itself. The attempts which
have been made to determine the writers’ locality by reference
to the astronomy and geography of the treatises is quite
futile. In both sciences the seers were far from being adepts,
and to guide oneself to a decision through the fog of
imaginary and erroneous details is a hopeless task.

Nothing can be determined concerning the names of the
authors. Does the Apostle Jude, by quoting a passage in the
Book as the production of “ Enoch, the seventh from Adam,”
authorize the attribution of the work or of this section to the
Patriarch? Such has been the contention of some, who hold
that the passage in question at any rate was a fragment
handed down by tradition from antediluvian times. But the
verse is manifestly an integral part of the paragraph in which
it appears, exactly suitable to and connected with the existing
context, and it must meet with the same treatment at our
hands as the rest of the section. We have seen to what date
we must relegate this book, and that it has no pretension to
any such hoar antiquity as the critics above would assign to
it. Doubtless it was well known in early Christian times, and
Jude and his contemporaries were familiar with it. Without
any idea of giving a decided opinion concerning its author-
ship, and citing the words merely in illustration of his
statement (as St. Paul quoted Menander and Aratus), Tude
cursorily appeals to a work with which his readers were
familiar, and gives it that title by which it was generally
known. By using this quotation for a special purpose, Jude
does not give his sanction to the whole contents of the work
in which it is now contained.  All that he endorses with his
authority is this particular passage ; and in attributing it to
Enoch, he is speaking either from direct inspiration, or, as is
more probable, merely repeating current tradition. We may
confidently affirm that of the authors who more or less have
contributed to the Book in its entirety we know nothing ; nor,



