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Docking and Castrating the

Lambs
The Neglect of These Means Money Lost
A. A. MacMillan, Macdonald College, Que.

NDOCKED and uncastrated grade lambs are
U always an indication of primitive methods in
he handliry of sheep, and no farmer who
takes an interest in his flock will neglect the per
formance of these operations. Both are ve simple
and if properly performed at the right ags there s
little or no danger or loss. Moreover, docking adds
to the neatness, comfort and appearance of the
flock, while castrating enables the farmer to hold
his wether lambs for late fall sales when a heavier
weight usually brings a higher average pri
pound. Ram lambs become troublesome about 'he
middle of September, thelr gains are slower, taey
have to be separated from the rest of the flock or
sold, and their value per pound is below that of
ewe or wether lambs.

Docking and castrating should both be performed
when the lambs are ten days or ¢wo weeks of age.
Lambs under ten days of age are likely to be weak,
while those over two weeks have greater develop:
ment of the organs and their removal is more of a
shock to the system. It would be easler on the
lambs to-allow a few days to lapse between each
operation. However, the farmer is usually rushed
with work and a saving of time Is effected If both
are performed at once, and moreover, If the lambs
are of the proper age, no serious results are lkely
to follow. When a few days are allowed to elapse
between each operation, castrating Is best performed

first, as the 1 heals more quickly, bloads less
and is bett ted, not being so llable to Injury
when cat docking. An assistant Is neces
sary for « ng, and although he may be .||.~|
pensed with for docking, his services are useful and
result in a neater and more uniform dock A good
sharp knife and a basin of water to which some
disinfectant has been added is all the equipment
that is required for the work. The operation Is best
performed in the morning of a bright clear day
Castrating.

The lamb is held by the attendant at the proper
helght with the underside of the body outward, ramp
downward and the front and hind legs held together.
The scrotum is grasped with the left hand of the
operator and pulled outward to its full length when
it Is severed straight across about one fnch from the
®ody, removing one-third to one-half o testicles
will now protrude and may be removed by the testh
of the operator or with small pinchers specially
made for the purpose or hy slitting the peritonea!
covering with the knife and pulling the testicle with
the finger until the cord breaks. The first method
is most commonly practised in all large shoop rals-
ing countries. It Is quicker and I3 seldom followed
by complications of any kind. Removal with pinch.
ers having claws that fit around the testicle ls very
similar to the first method except that the pinchers
are substituted for the teeth. There is more danger
of crushing the testicle and it is slower Lambs
which show any tendency towards rupture should
not be castrated by either of the above methods
as the removal of the peritoneal lining allows the
intestines to protrude. The last method, namely,
slitting the peritoneal lining with the %nife
pulling the testicle free is commonly practised with
small flocks, Care must be taken that the testicle
is mot crushed, otherwise the lamb will dlsplay male
characteristics and will be troublesome In the fall
The peritoneal covering should be stitched In lambs
that show any signs of rupture. In all three methods
it is highly important that the lower part of the
scrotum be removed. This permits of proper drain.
age for the wound and it does not heal too quickly,
In no case should ¢he testicle be removed through
a small slit In the side of the scrotum leaving a
pocket at the bottom in which the blood e ous
mulate, causing the wound to fester. If ering
does occur the wound should he opened at once
and all pus squeezed out, Lambs having abnormal
testicles should not be operated upon until they
become normal, otherwise there is much greater
risk and danger of loss.

Docking.

The lamb is held In the same manner for docking
s for castrating. A stub of one and a half to two
Inches in length shounld be left. If severed at the
second joint from the body the desired length In
usually obtained. The joints may be felt with the
thumb of the left hand, the knife belng placed di-
rectly over the second joint when with one down:
ward stroke the tall is severed the body. When
one man is docking alone the lamb s allowed to
stand on Its feet with Its head.between the legs
of the operator when the tall is severed with one
stroke from below upwards. The practice of sever
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, per acre, sulphate was applied

it dooked at the right age.
o lamb will bleed to deuh it not looked after. The
application of prenun just over the artery for a
fow i the blood.
Tineture of lrun is also used, hut failing this a small
cord may be tied around the stub and left for twelve
or twenty-four hours when it should be removed,
otherwise circulation toppred and the part sloughs
off. Cobwebs, puff b , flour, etc., have been used
with wuccess, but many & itive methods,
whiie effective In so far stopping the bleeding is
concerned, subject the lamb to danger from infec
tion. The docking of older sheep Is a much more
serfous matter than with lambs. A large, sharp
knife Is the est instrument to use, the tail being
severed at the second joint the same as with lambs.
The most effective method of stopping the bleeding
ll to sear the artery with a red hot iron. Searing

by some for lambs, but
|ll use fs seldom necessary and the lamb is saved
much pa'n. The dock shears are more costly,

The

mostly l- (nc drill to the numu and sugar beets,
Nitrate of soda has been used sparingly with us..
just enough to give the urop a good start,

1t Is well to bear in mind, when sowing the smalle
grains, which make thelr growth in the cool sprin,
weather, that a little avallable nitrogen applicd 4
time of plainting will keep the plants growing .ng
keep down the weeds. Much, however, depends
upon the quality of seeds used, the time of planting
‘he fencing cf the seed bed for the small graing
the singling out, and the cultivating of hoed cropy
just at the right time, to insure a maximum yiclg

General Principles.

Solls vary so In manurial requirements that it |y
dmml' to find a fertilizer suited to all sofls ang

rope. ‘The farmer rhould study the nature apg
coldltlonu of ‘his soils, and the special needs of hiy
crops before declding what kind of commercia)
fertilizer to use.

H a

ng

less practisable and have no special over
the use of the kaife.

After operating, the flock should be turned into

a dry pasture fleld where they can be watched

Prof. Wade Toole.
Prof. Toole has recently been pulmed ln the chair uf
Animal Husbandry, at the iph. He goe
1o his new position’ after sev rs’ ‘ga0osss 85 AR
aking editor of the Farmers Advooate

during the day and any necessary attention given.
There Is seldom any danger after the first day, al-
though It is advisable to watch the flock closely
until the wounds are healed. Neither of the above
operations should be performed in warm weather
when the fly season (3 on, as maggots are almost
certaln to get into the wounds.

The importance of docking and castrating cannot
be over emphasized. Both tend toward the pro-
duction of greater profits and they go hand in hand
;Ill& good practice In the management of the

ock.

A Fertilizer Experience
A Story From a Quebec Farm
Elizabeth Harris, Shefford Co., Que.

E have used commercial fertilizers for seven
years, with barn-
ylrd manures cnd we have ulud some
“bumper” trops of corn, wheat, oats, turnips, carrots,
and hay. Our potatoes are always mealy and nice,
but some seasons the bugs work overtime; how-
ever, one year we raised 290 bushels from one acre
of land. The next spring this land was not plowe?;
Just digked with a cutaway disk harrow, and com-
mercial fertllizer appli-d, disked again and seeded
down to clover and timothy with nurse crop of
wheat, and we won Iirst prize on wheat from the
agricultural soclety.
Hon 15 & list of the fertilizers nnd'-—Albm'l
1! acid phosphate, nitrate of soda, muriate

ing the tail with a chisel is not to be rec
as the bone is very often -p"nunl Iuvlu & paln
ful wound that takes a long while

It is very seldom that lambs ilnl uolulnly

o
of nln nd high grade nl.hnu ot _potash. These
to the war, and we have
nuuf to tide us over another year, nitrate of soda
excepted. On old meadow land we broadcasted the
#lag and muriate at the rate of 600 Ibs., and 200 by,

will supply plant food at 4
lower cost than the so-called special brands The
elements deficlent in most solls are nitrogen, phos.
phoric acid and potash. Therefore, In mixing
fertilizer, all three elements should be included ge.
cording to the needs of the special crops. For jp.
stance grasses and all kinds of cereal grains require
more nitrogen than phosphorie acid and potasy
The cabbage family should have phosphoric acid g
the most element, and corn and
legumes should have pot: predominating. Thiy
calls for some deep thi economy requires
that we apply only what is needed for the speciy
crop.

No set rules can be lald down to follow if the
farmer hopes for highest success. Here in Quebec
the seasons are all too short for the maturing of
certaln crops; however, there is one thing we 4o
not have to worry about, and that Is a cover crop
for the blanket of snow comes early and stays late

Big Crops of Potatoes
G. A.Williams Gets Over 400 Bushels Per Acre

NE of the most successful potato growers iy
O Jo., Ont,, 18 Mr. G. A. Williams,
farm there are just 10 acres
and on this little plantation he has been growing
potatoes on a commercial scale, along with other
for 16 years. For the past three year
has been experimenting with New
Brunewick seed and his results have been o good
that recently he dropped into Farm and Dairy offics
at our request to tell us about it. “I first used New
Brunswick seed three years ago,” sald Mr. Williams
“That year T planted with some of my own sesd
and that from New Brunswick and have continued
to use both kinds aside by side ever since. The
first year the New Brunswick seed ylelded f 1ly %
per cent. more crop than the seed of my own grow
ing. The following year I planted a large ares
with New Brunswick seed, but also put in a con
siderable acreage of my own seed, grown from New
Brunswick seed the year before. I found that the
New Brunswick seed In the second year was no
better than the old stock raised for years In Ontarlo
and my conclusion is that it will pay to sell all
potatoes grown and buy New Brunswick or New
Ontario seed every year. Last year, for instance,
the difference In yleld between the New Brunswick
seed and home grown soed was 137 bushels per acre”
“Why, that 18 & fzir crop in itself,” we interjocted
“Not with us,” replied Mr. Williams. “Wo couldn't
live on our small place unless we grew greaer
crops than that, is last year we had a piecs |
of ground 300 by 42 feet In which we planted five
bags of New Brunswick seed, Irish Cobbler variety.
‘The yield was at the rate of 485 bushels to the acre
and even then there were some misses In the stand
as un of the seed had rotted, due to the wet
e sofl on which this crop was grown
w n bluk -lhl 'I'Il vines never matured
[T bdltu that the p grown on this soil will
make good seed for tio coming year,
487, Bushels Per Acpe.

“On our farm we ha ¢ also sandy soil. On this
sofl I planted five bags o! New Brunswick potatoes
on a strip 14 rods long and 60 feet wide. The yield
was at the rate of 487% bushels per acre. We know
that this Is accurate as the potatoes are gathered
in bushel crates. main erop on the other hand
was grown from our own seed and It ylelded at the
rate of only 300 bushels to the acre.”

All of these are lonal rields. “How do you

a slaughter hou<e in Peterboro’ asd
quite a of it Is plg manure. We have not
commercial fertilizer, We use 14 to 15 bags

(Continued on page 15)
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HO is thi~ man By
W This I8 2 questio
many farmers an
people us well have bee
preity frequently of late.
It is & natural question
From a position where
kpown lo comparatively f
ers, besides those of his o
ship, and & numder of bre

Holstein cattle, Mr.
Burnaby, of Jefferson, On
the past three months, ha
into & place where he Is
of the most prominent me
rleultural circles In Canad
ple, therefore, are naturall
what are the qualities wb'
enabled him to make such
advance, who he is, and wk
not he is likely to make g

Mr. Burnaby's first big ji
the provincial limelight to
last December, when the
who are shareholders in th
Farmers' Cooperative Co.,
elected him a director of |
pany, and when Immediate
wards the directors of
pany appointed bim, alth
bad had no previous exper
dent of the company. A s
by him in February, when |
dian Holstein-Friesian Cat!
at their annual meeting, el
president of the assoclatio
tained only after a breede
years' experience at least ¢

Who Is

Mr. Burnaby farms on
comnty. Highland Lake Fa
prises 170 acves. Across lh
sby owns another 60
purchased 100 acres nnr 1
to all this, he remts 450 a
pasturage purposes adjoinin
between what he owns an
710 acres under operation,

Mr. Burnaby is one of
most successful Holstein b
advance, as a breeder, has |
thing he can do, he likes to
believes that it often Is eas
things in a big way than
small way. His success wit
point. When analyzed it i
stand  The principles he -
eslly to be understood. a
ability such as Mr. Burnabh
to make them succeed.

The Highland Lake Ier
head, of which 30 are in n
breeding and young stock.
Holsteina was made only t
asked why he selected thi
characteristic: “I found,” he
records for milk and butter,
periods, were held by Holst
fore, that that was the bree
tfied with" Asked further
start, he replied, "I went al
the herds of the best-breed:




