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SYSTEM IN MANAGEMENT

In the past most farming was con-
ducted with very little regard to sys-
tem. The staple crops were grown
year after year on the same land
often without manure, until the soil
failed to produce satisfactory crops,
when it was turned into pasture or
allowed to run wild and produce
weeds to seed the rest of the farm.

No books were kept and the cost of
production was unknown. The farm-
er took what he could get for his pro-
duct, often less than the cost of pro-
duction. Now science and business
are being applied in the realm of ag-
riculture unh increasing thorogh-
ness and” skill.

We modern farmers must know the
type of farming to which we ourselves
are best adapted, and where that
type of farming can be conducted
most profitably. Those of us who

are dairymen must know the milk
breeds of cattle and the best strains
for our conditions.

We must know
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all the sanitary regulations for keep
ing our milk pure and marketing
it in the best condition. We must
figure out the rotation of crops adapt
ed to our conditions and nkeds, with
due regard to maintaining the fertil
ity of our soil. We must know the
demands of our market and be able to
get our products to the consumer
without all the profits being absorbed
in the process.

We will always have to deal with
many forces and conditions only par-
tially controllable even by men of the
yreatest knowledge and skill. But
we have before us for development a
wonderful field and we are cultivat
ing it with a zest before unknown,

OUR INTEREST IN CITY TAXES

“Why don’t you fellows pay atten-
tion to farm topics, «nd leave the
regulation of city taxes to the cities
themselves?”” a subscriber asked us
recently. We thought that we had
made position on taxation mat-
ters sufficiently plain in previous is-
sues, but as there are many of our
readers who may think as did this
one, we will endeavor to again make
plain the manner in which the farm-
ing interests are affected by the
method in which city taxes are lev-
ied, and hence why we discuss the
question in Farm and Dairy

There are only two classesof things
which are taxed to-day; land is one,
and labor products the other. Let
us consider the effects of taxing each
of these in cities and towns, with
special reference to the effects upon
farmers.

A tax upon buildings decreases the
revenue derived from buildings rent-
ed. Thus a tax rate of twenty mills
on the dollar, a common one in
towns, will necessitate an increase in
the rent of two per cent. per annum
over and above what is required to
give the ordinary return to capital.
That is to say, if a man ordinarily
was content with the return of six
per cent. on his money invested in
buildings, he would require to col-
lect eight per cent, from his tenant
in order to have six per cent. left
when taxes are paid.

The tenant of a store where farm
produce is handled must get this
extra rent out of his business in in-
creased margin for doing business;
in other words, out of his customers.
This means he cannot afford to pay
us so much for our products. But
that is not all. In all other busi-
nesses, a tax on buildings being add-
ed to the rent increases the cost of
doing business, and so increases the
cost of goods to the consamer. This
reduces the demand for goods and
the number of men employed in the

f: e, and © quently our
market for farm produce.

The tax being added to the rent of
all dwelling houses reduces the
amount of a man’s income by the
amount of the tax, and so reduces
the purchasing power of the people

our

is largely borne by those of us who
live in the country,

With land the is entirely dif-
ferent. If all taxes were imposed on
land values the annual rental could
not be thereby increased. The an-
nual value of land is determined by
supply and demand. The same
amount of land would still be avail
able after the change in taxation as
before. In fact there would be more.
It is a notorious fact that almost
one-half of the land within the cor-
poration limits of Canadian
and towns is held idle for specula

case

cities

tion purposes, and in many cases
could not be purchased for four
times its present value. Increased

taxation on this land would compel
its owners weither to use it themselves
or sell it to those who will use it.
More land would thus be available
and rents instead of increasing
through the increased taxation of
land, would actually decrease. Hence
the cost of doing business on the land
would decrease, merchants could
handle the farmers' products more
economically, and the consumer
would have more money to spend.
That is why tax reform in cities
means increased income for us farm-
ers.

We believe that we are well within
the limits when we state that a sum
equal to the tax imposed on the build-
ings in cities and towns is taken
from farmers in increased cost of
handling farm produce that the tax
improvements involve

FACTS AND FIGURES

Because a farmer keeps a herd of
dairy cows it does not necessarily
follow that each one in the herd is
especially adapted for dairying. The
type and general appearance may be
good, the temperament and disposi-
tion may promise fair results, but
the real value of each one is to be
measured actually and practically by
just her individual yield at the end
of a full season’s work, not the aver-
age of the herd as a whole.

Over and over again when dairy
farmers have checked up the produc-
tion separately of each cow there
have been found wonderful surprises
and serious disappointments. These
“‘good lookers'” have turned out to
be poor producers; the despised cow
of insignificant appearance has often
proved a splendid moneymaker when
her moderate cost of feed has been
deducted from the large total wield
of milk and fat,

Some cow testing figures recorded
by the Dairy Division, Ottawa, show
great contrasts, For instance, two
cows yielding the same weight of
milk may differ in production of fat
by one hundred and seventy-five
pounds of fat. Two cows the same
age may differ in profit by twenty-
five dollars. The aged cow may do
far better than the five-year-old. Two
mature cows in the same herd have
been knowh ‘to differ in production

for the goods of the f:

and farmer. This reacts on us again
in higher prices for things that we
need to buy, and less demand for
what we have to sell. Thus it is
that a tax on buildings in the city

by eight th d pounds of milk.
One herd of twelve cows last year
gave thirty-six tons of milk more
than another herd of twelve.

How are these vital points to be
definitely ascertained by the practi-
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cal dairyman? Such fac
brought to light when figu
used. It is just as simple as

Keep records of individual .y
tion; it takes scarcely ten

a cow per month, and ab
pays every dairyman,

“Kindly publish in Fu Y
Dairy a detailed description boa
to judge dairy cattle for o o

duction.” Thi-

Value of which came

Plotures. desk recently,
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yet realized that there is 1
utely correct method of jud
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record-making cows., Here it is 1)
the illustrations of high produ

cattle that appear in Farm and D

almost every week should prove §
valuable to the dairy farmer who
desirous of thoroughly undrst
ing dair type. Illustration

ter than any amount of tall
pressing  desirable dairy type
one's mind.

Agriculture is successful (o 4 v
great degree in proportion tc
sense employed.

Why He is Successful
(Western Farmer)

We asked a farmer friend of win
the other day, to tell us how it we
he made his dairy pay so handsomes
having been in the busine
couple of years.  His reply v

Square dealing is wl i
Cheat nobody and be sure your «m
do not cheat you Keep o regule
account of them. Weigh (/v n
night and morning once
weigh the feed, and you
close enough to her
Then test her milk, It sh
tain no less than three per
butter fat and 12 per cent ! slids

Remember that the dairy
machine for converting hay, nsilag
bran, corn and other feeds into mik
The larger her capacity to consum
this feed and the more she can
out of it the more profitabl. she vl
be for her owner. We use u wlo, sl
could not get along withou' it |
have found that all cows giv. a lans

ow i1

yield during winter. 1In ' spriy
they give a large yield ¢ grs
which continues, if the jstured
good, until autumn. Then let the
take a six weeks’ vacation bl

asking them to get down to busine
“Keep wtdd.ocl a8 a1 n e
he thlnkn. 50 he does. 1 he s

scrub farmer ho will have o s
stock, because it suits his ideas Swb
a farmer will never go to o farmed

institute, and has mo use for b
farming. Give such a ma: blood
stock and he will soon redu . it tod

scrub by starvation and no Ject

1 would rather sell my « ook tha
to seo them go hungry | uid
around me. My miloh cov  are ¥
partnership with me. I satsfy the
wants and they my dem s Iy
they fail to pay their boar bill

ey
leave a balance on the woong &
the sooner 1 get rid of the:: the M
tor."
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