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It does not seem that
the tractor can be criticized seri-

pillar types
( for packing the soil. The
consensus of opinion is that where
judgment is used, the tractor does
ick the soil; but in
heavy clay soils, regardless of the

judgment used, the tractor does

not unduly

pack the soil to a considerable ex-
tent. Several factors determine
the extent to which the soil is
packed, such as type of soil, con-
dition of soil as to moisture, and
whether drive wheel runs in the
furrow or on land Undrained
land encourages packing

['here is no doubt that thespeed
of a tractor has a definite relation

line as straight as a Plummet

to the number of horses replaced
I'ractors running more than three
miles per hour are as a rule re
placing well over two horses
each, while those running three
miles or less per hour are without
exception replacing well under
two horses. Much depends on the
speed of the tractor as to the
number of acres plowed per day
or oats cut, and so forth; conse-
quently the greater the speed the
more work accomplished. Natur-
ally, there is a limit to the speed
that is practical

I'he average size of farm for
two-bottom tractors was 152.8
acres, with 136 farmers wanting a
larger size and ten a smaller. Two
hundred and two were satisfied
with what they had. It seems true
that most farmers are buying
tractors too small for their uses;
a great number cry for more re-

July, 19
serve power and criticize the
agent for rating the pullingability
of the tractor too high. Regard-
less of the size of farm, one de-
sires a machine with sufficient
power to enable it to pull out of
iny rut or obstacle that it encoun-
ters without wasting time

[t is true that a number of trac-
tors have been overrated to the
farmer I'his is shown by the
fact that some rated three-bottom
tractors are pulling more two-
bottom plows than they are three-
bottom, but other rated three-bot-
tom tractors, with very few ex-
ceptions,are pulling what they are
rated If one desires a three-
bottom tractor he should not pur-
chase one rated lower than 12
on the drawbar, re-
gardless of what it is rated, unless

horse-pt

his farm has exceptionally good
soil

Almost without exception the
farmer of to-day is demanding a
very light-weight tractor with a
maximum of power. This can be
followed through this survey. The
big, heavy, slow tractor does not
come up to the light, fast tractor
in the field
sarily mean that if one has less
than 153 crop acres that a tractor
will not be a profitable invest-
ment; many farms of 100 acres

It does not neces-

and less are using tractors and are
thoroughly satisfied with them

I'he average number of days in
the year that the tractor was used
by the owner was 62.4 days. The
greater the number of days that
a tractor can be kept busy on the
belt, the greater will be its value
to the farmer It is a question
for the individual farmer whether
2 tractor will prove a good invest
ment if used only for field work.
I'he average annual repair cost
for all tractors was $22.42, which
can be considered very reasonable,
with present and past high prices.
a wide vari-
ation among the individual trac-
tors ; the lowest was $7.11 and the
highest $56.50.

Here again there wa

But the sum total of the out-
look is the need for speed without
prejudice to quality of work. How
many average plowmen visitiag
the contest field at Portage la
Prairie last June could have told
which was the horse and which
the tractor plowing? So uniform
and clean, in fact, was the greater
portion of the latter, that remarks
were freely made as to its superi-
ority in certain respects to the
We are but starting
in, yet the near future is colored
with the certainty that in less
time than it took to win the war,
the right idea in power farming
will have come into its own and
that the tractor will cover the
prairie with its perfect work and
unvarying service, even as Nature
serves,

horse work.




