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LUCIA'S ROMANCE

a.rtino’'s confectionary ‘‘round 'he
corner’’ had always been a plice of
enchantment to the children of the
neighborhood. What glories.it re
presented to eyes that were too ol-
ten the companions of a hungry
mouth. The tall, icing cake of two
or three stories, profusely decorated
appeared perenially in the window

not the same one, of course, but 1its

facsimile was shown there, week after
week, month after month, vear after
vear, generation after generation

itself, the 1m-
fabrication wa

Llnl‘ the
mortal
handed
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conlectionery
secret ol 1ts
10 sOn.

alone in the

down from father

course,

window, or its delights might have
pdli("l upon those to whom it was |
so utterly unattainable. It was sup
plemented by wares which catered to

almost every

little fig

e\'cr_\ taste and suited

ket. Numbers of queer

‘res in sugar, at a variety of prices
were particular favorites Ihere were
also cakes, coated with icing of var
ied color and flavor, ginger-caks

doughnut macaroons, jumble

shrewsburys, (n.u.mu‘ , in fact !
those that appea to the ordinary
American child who is In a positior
to taste cakes at all I'here were
others in that Italian emporium, how
ever, far more mysterious In heir
compound, bestuck with pistachio-
nuts, pecans, the humble peanut, and
the lordly almond In their foreig
fashion they were most tempting to
the small epicures, who gazed and
who, alas! rarely tasted. They were
the complement of candies in orna

mental jars of glass or stands of por
celain, destined to be the anticipa

tion, the delight, or the despair of

7he chliildren thronging that populous
neighborhood
The neighborhood, it may as well

be said at once, was not aristocratic,
was nhot exclusive, was not even
clean. It was scarcely, in the opin
ijon of the world, respectable It
came perilously near to being describ

ed as a slum Nevertheless, that
portion of New York, like the rest
of the metropolis, had its own indi

Home, that
denizens a
tenement

]l{tl 10

vidual
meant to
room ol

was

joys and sorrows

many o! 118
two in a crowded
oftentimes as dear and
as is a mansion on Fifth Ave
its favored inhabitants. Hop
ed and died in that populous thor
oughfare. Happiness had its spring
and love its fervid summer. The chil
dren, of course, had their empire
there, as elsewhere, which
he anlIU’H]

upon ruil
In this, the kingdom of childhood, the

can always

even

Italian confectionery tood
especially at the holiday time, wher
its window burst Into an ¢ herand

of marvelous products, and became a

thing of beauty and a jov forever
for the coniectioner himself, who er
joved a far higher-soun li1 tit
his native Italian and in more pre-
tentiou neighborhood would have
been stvled a caterer, he rema d to
the children a vague abstraction
Few Ol then had ever cau a
glimpse of hi They beheld hin
only in hi works wnd re rded hin
as an almost omnipotent potentate
caree more re { 1 he [
ol thelr rairy books or Aladdin of the
lamp

Among the most constant Irequ
ers of the window and the most el
thusiastic admirers of its marvel
was Lucia Mallon, who, it must be
owned, devoured the good thir E
played therein much more frequently
with her eves than with her pearly
little teeth. Lucia was a very pretty
child, Irish on the fatherjs side, Ital
jan upon the mother's and she inhe
ited the bheauty of the two races

most unpropitiou

ovel

lived in the
lings, In a
sides by tall
though

She
courtyard
tenements
and de

surrount
looked on all
The Mallons,

honest

cent, were undeniably pool Her fa
ther. who had never been taught a
trade, was glad to eke out a scanty

family by attend
winter and doing

the surmmer

sustenance for his
ing to furnaces in
any sort of odd jobs in

Lucia often stood before the con
fectioner's window, raising onc little
bare foot and then another from the

ground when the pavement began 10
grow cold, arrayed in the poorest ana
shabbiest of frocks, only kept toge-
ther by the mother’'s patient indus
try. And so standing, Lucia used to
spuulau' upon what \h\- would buy
if she were rich. She had her favor-
ites among the sugar people. For in-
stance, she very much coveted a tiny
bride in robes of frusicd sugar and a
veil upon her head, accompanied by a
dapper little gentleman in white
trousers and blue frock coat

She sighed, thus it may be seen,
for the unattainable, and her daring
dreams even scaled to the third story

of the cake. She felt an eager desire
to tear it down, or at least to wit-

ness its demolition and to taste its
component parts. Perhaps she was a
Nihilist at heart. If so, she was un-

aware of the fact, and went her way
a sweet, merry, unconscious maiden,
carolling like a bird, through the sun-
ny path: of childhood. She was |
scarcely aware of her poverty and its
consequent privations, though Mar- |
tino's window, in fact, reminded her
more than anything else of those sad
realities.

* - .

Having thus sung her way, as it
were, through the May-time of child-
hood, plucking the flowers upspring-
ing in the arid soil about her, she
reached the June of early woman-
hood. She was beautiful, and she
was fairly well-~%ucated, having as-
siduously attended the parochial
school. She was, therefore, enabled
to earn a moderate sum monthly, by
which, besides assisting her parents,
she procured .for herself shoes which,
of course, were whole, and frocks
that, though inexpensive, were decid-
edly becoming. She had an artist’s
instinct for the colors which best
suited her.

The whole neighborhood, leaving
aside the envious and malicious, who
should not be permitted to form part
of any neighborhood, took a pride in
Lucia's beauty. The quarter, and
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particularly tl pecial tenement,
wherein the Mall had their abode
and the courtvard Jpon which their
windows logked ere very much in
| terested to disron that the girl had

a beau Not one of the idle, admir-

ing sort ! had been lfl\]'ﬂ ed to
flock about her, but a sober, mai
riageable sort of man, who, as it ru
mored, desired to invest her with a
gold ring and the dignity of wife
There wa some ivstery about this
personage No one had seen him
with Lucia, which circumstance was
entirely due to management upon her
part, and to a certain shy reticence
in matters of th ort, which veiled
her beauty in much the same way
that the verdure veils a moss-rose
She did not desire to ‘l.;!.ni' her lov

er before the eves of the neighbor
{hood and she could not be (
talk. When she was sore pressed witl
replied, with twink

rippling over with

induced

questions, she
ling eves and face

Ilm;;hh-x
“T will tell vou all just before the
1

banns are called, but not till then

| She

| spoke thus, usually, when sur

rounded in the evening by

many of the

an audience

composed of children ol

the vicinity, with whom she was a
favorite and who could never realize
he had really grown up, and
numbe ol the voung people abo
Lucia own age It wa their cu
to 10 11 he | the ] ard a
01 1 he¢ weat Y 1 f1ed d
Lo tali I all manne 0 {
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he Oon e (Only } nl
by luced to 1t ¢
{ occupati no hen the
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he had hoser He w A
wnd nougt 1l of face l¢ r and
Ol 1 1 tooped of ficure it
general air of respectability and ol
being bevond the range of those with
whom Lucia ordinarily assoclated
I'hey had, or more properly peal
quarter The girl was anxiou t
eep her secret as long as possible
Only her parents knew where

was going when she set out iIn
mediately after her earl; upper
dressed in sher most becoming frocl

with a flush upon her cheek, a joy
ful light in her eves and a smile
upon her lips. Antonio and she
found their priaciple happiness in a
walk which they took
evening together. Once—it was in
an exquisite summer twilight — the
pair extended their walk as far as
the river, that homely Ea River
of which no poet as yet has sung. Ne
vertheless, it has a world of poetry
in the broad, level su
face, flashing sunlight, agitat
ed to mimio waves by

every Ine

sweep of its
in the
storms and

the tr-ont winds, winding past the |
great vities lying upon its banks
ard upward into the heart of the
country It lookedl its best that

iovely  evening,
son from the

with the deep crim-
western sky turning

it into ruby and opal wunder the
eves of the lovers. It was suffi-
ciently poetic, at all evems, for )Lu

cia, who found something satisfving
to her nature in its
breadth

She sat down upon the edge
dock, clad in a simple
dark red, which brought out her
marvelous coloring and accentuated
{the glint of her bronze-tinted hain
Despite his prosaic surroundings, An-
tonio was the most ardent, the most

of the

frock of

chiaalrous, and the most deferential
lof lovers, strongly imbued, more-
|over, with the poetry of the south
l]c gazed upon Lucia with an almost
\\nnnh-.m: admiration before he ven
[tured to seat himself by her side. He
|was never weary, indeed, of admir-

{ing her and idealizing her, regretting
{that he was not rich, so as to take
{her away to Italy, and cause her to
‘b'- painted by famous artists. Deep |
|down in his heart he hoped that this
dream might some time be realized,
and who can say? For is it not of-
ten the unexpected which comes to
pass, and the fancy of to-day be-
comes the fact of to-morrow? It
seemed as fae off and as unattainable
as Lucia's childish dream of pos-
sessing and demolishing the three-
story cake. The girl could never have
imagined how far these ambitious
projects threatened to carry her lov-
er, even to the breaking through of
traditions and the cutting loose
from cld ties. Lucia's horizon was
a limited ore, and she felt persuaded
that in her approaching marriage her
highest aspirations would be satisfied.
Moreover she wa’ deeply, warmly and
honestly in love with the young man

The first when she is just budding from girk |

Nerve Pills will prove of wonderful value to tide |

Ont., writes: * I was troubled very much with |

freedom and |

|beside her, and for his sake would
have been willing to give up every-

|thing. As she looked out over the
| water, the salt breath of the distaat
>ca bringing a slight color to her
cheek, the lover said, suddenly:

You are so very beautiful, Lucia,
and I am not worthy of you You
should have married a great signor,
who would have taken you into his
world.”

Educational

Loretto Abbey

WELLINGTON PLACE
TORONTO, ONTARIO
This ﬁur-lm itution recently enlarged t ) over

twice 11s former size is situated con
near the business part of the city ;u,i \r', » )ﬂ‘

! The «

SMently remote to secure the quict and seclusion
80 congenial to studyv

urse of instruction compriser every
Lucia, opening her eves wide., turn- | branch suitable to the education of anyg ladies
- 3 Circular with full infory 3 as to anifo
| ed them in astonishment upon her lun.u c; may be had by uu.:;'ea.\;;.‘ —
lover ! ‘ LADY SUPERIOR,
‘Why, vou foolish Antonio, she 3
; 1 . WEeLLINGTON PLAC
cried, ““what would I do among lords
nd ladies?”’ TORONTO,

‘They would
even as I do, ma mit¢

worship vour
declared An-

|
|
beauty ' TN

St. Michael's
< s oo College

Under the spe 1 ~wlv

tonio, fervently

he happy laugh of the girl’'s un-|
consciousness floated out over the wa-
ter

My beauty!” she exclaimed, “‘and
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in the wider knowledge of life that
would come with vears and improved
clircumstances hould ever repent?
“What do you mean by too late?
the girl demanded, with a gravity
which rarsformed her beautiful face
into the likeness of some pictured
Madonna You do not mean after
we are married, and the priest has
given his blessing and united us un
til death do us part irely can
not mean Antonio that I should
ever change after that'
“You are such a child! ighed the
young man
| “I am a Christian said
solemnly and when we are arried
I shall have the grace o acra-
ment A wile dos not change alter
that, even if the husband is bad,
which you will never be
Antonio bowed his head, rebuked by
the dignity of her attitude and her
mple faith in the power of the sac-
rament
| If the good God has given me
beau’y he went o1 it A not
for anything like that. It was, per
haps to make vou love me, a I love
}u‘ .
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olter
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they sat in a happy silence, lool

out over the water, watching

sunset fading away and withdraw
its radiance from the thick clust
roofs and spires of the city upor
river's banks At last, Lucia ros

It is time we were going hor
she said briefly

Oh sighed the lover, ‘‘vou
me less than I love you, since you
can think of time."”

He made no further objection, how
ever, for he knew that it was wise
of Lucia always to return hiomeward
with the first stars that peeped out
in the sky. Only, as they arose to
their way back again through
swarming streets where sight
and the olfactories were all
n'\ll.tll:'t'(!
vou-here

thread
thost

hearirg
offended, he

| ‘I brought that you might

name our wedding day, Lucia, and vo
have not yet done so.”

“Let it be what day you wish/’
she answered simply, ‘“‘once the banns
are called, we need not delay.”
| - . .
| Before the banns were called Lucia

kept her promise of disclosing her
lover's identity to such denizens

|the quarter, old and voung
ed to be assembled in the courtyard
after supper The mellow evening

as chane

light took some of the ugliness fron
the scene, and rendered the expectant
group unconsciously picturesque It

fairly glorified Lucia as she stood
among them, smiling at the news she
had to impart:
| “I am going to be married in three
weeks’' time,’”’ she announced with a
faint, pretty flush; her voice was soft
and rich, like a melody.

“To whom, Lucia?’ exclaimed sev-
'eral voices.
| “Guess!”
| ““Oh, how can we guess’-’
| “You must.”
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‘Joe Smitl the barbe
Better than that

‘Wallace, the master-mason

‘Better than that

“Therc is no better,” grumbled ar
old woman who sat by In an arn
chair. as interested as the youngest
in the gossip that was going 1ol
ward Wallace 1as a house and
noney the banl}

Lucia clapped her hand
danced with merriment

“Stupid peoj le, shal, have

vou,’’ sne cried

The ¢rowd waited in breathles
pectation They formed a picture
there in that squalid courtyard, with
the tall tenements disfigured by the
'Ul‘-(‘\‘('.”h S, towering
as almost, but not quite, to exclude
the dving sunshiae.

‘T am to be married in white
with a veil upon my head, like the
sugar bride,”’ the girl an

this in itself

above them so

ul".lfll\ of

going

nounced—and

created a sensatior

“And what do you think I am go-
ing to have at myv wedding-breakiast?
Guess!"”

‘We are tired of guessing'!’’ cried
an eager chorus.

“‘The three-storied cake in the con-
fectionary around the corner, ex-

claimed Lucia impressively

“The cake in Martino's confection-
ery!” echoed the chorus, fairly stu-
pified. Lucia nodded and there was a
breathless pause of wonder, of antici-
}’d\ilill. a iu(:f doubt that the ..,“.Z".
might be romancing. It was broken
by the murmured inquiry:

‘““Tell, oh, tell us quick, .zia, who

is the bridegroom.”

““The bridegroom,’” declared Lucia,
look too triumphant,
‘is the confectioner himself, Antonio |

Martino.”’—Anna T. Sadlier.
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big hotel?”
Lucia shook her head.
‘‘Marco, the image vender?"
MNO'"
‘““John Carroll, the bricklayer?”
‘“No, indeed.”
‘‘Luigi, the barber?”
‘‘Better than that.”

goods. When she local goods surpass
any others, they need no endorse-
ment. This is the case with the

writing inks, mugilage, typewriter
ribbons and carbon papers, which are
sold under the trademark Japan-

ese,”” and are entirely of Canadian
manufacture.
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