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Whenever we are content to own ourselves weak,
there is the strength that enables us to overcome.
Satan is very subtle. If Satan deals with man
(apart from God), it is all over with him. How is
it possible that wise and learned men of this world
give way to such follies as ritualism and the like ?
Satan, more clever than they, is behind it all, and
laughs to see them trusting their own wisdom.
The simple soul that has his heart right cannot go
wrong. Satan has no kind of power while the
soul is walking in obedience, that is the secret of
it all. If walking inconsistently, the shield of
faith will be down, and I shall be open to all the
fiery darts. There should be that blessed confi-
dence in God which reckons on Christ having com-
pletely overcome the world and the devil, and that
all the power of evil now in the world will soon be
put down. We are to be exercised in the conflict.
The Lord has said, ‘“In the world ye shall have
tribulation ; but be of good cheer : | have over-
come the world.”

We have as yet no activities brought out ; so
far it is defensive. The defensive armour comes
first. We are slow to understand this, and we
often get into activities when we ought to be quiet.
The shield is defensive. Satan js active. The
Lord may bless and help us, in His grace, but
there are many who get into activities without
knowing themselves. The helmet of salvation is
still defensive ; we have the conscious, blessed,
and full certainty of being in heavenly places in




