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THE DISCOVERER OF AMERICA. whereupon he struck it upon the table, 
broke one end slightly, and left it stand
ing on the broken part ; illustrating, in 
this simple manner, that when he had 
once shown the way to the new world, 
nothing was easier than to follow it.

The joy occasioned by this great dis
covery was not confined to Spain, but the 
whole civilized world was filled with de
light. Washington Irving tells us that 
“ Everyone rejoiced in it as an event in 
which he was more or less interested, and 
which opened a new and unfounded field 
for enquiry and enterprise. Men of learn 
ing and science shed tears of joy, and 
those of ardent imaginations indulged in 
the most extravagant and delightful 
dreams.”

bis'l'ïïl'ltiv IMiathll
like the vilest

He was shackled 
of culprits and departed 

from the scene of his great discoveries 
amidst the shouts and scoffs of a rabble 
crowd, who took a brutal satisfaction in 
heaping insults upon his head.

The officer who had charge of him on 
the homeward voyige kindly offered to 
take off his irons, but he would not allow 
it, saying, “ By the authority of their 
majesties were these chains put upon me. 
I will wear them until they order them 
taken off, and I will afterward

BY THK KDITOR.

Tt ÏFANY of our Reading Circl 
1VI commenced their work h

es which 
last Octo

ber will now be entering upon 
their reading of “ Out with the Old Voy 

rs,” which will introduce them to the 
ve and adventurous spirits who saileJ 

unknown seas in search of unknown lands. 
Probably the story of Columbus will be 
found the most interesting of these thrill
ing sea tales, for although it has bet 
told many times it is always attractive.

He must have been a man of great force 
of character and tremendous will power, 
as he had to meet all kinds of discourage 
mente and rebuffs before his 
schemes were approved by 
Ferdinand and Isabella. In 
carrying out his project he 
was daunted by no obstacles.
There never was a more re
markable or dramatic 
than that of Columbus stand
ing upon the deck of his little 
vessel, and keeping her prow 
steadily onward day after 
day, and week after 
while terrible storms

age

preserve
them as relics and memorials of the re
ward of my services.”,

He did so, for they 
hanging in his room, 
he requested that they 

with him.
Upon arrival, in Spain, 

Columbus was released by 
authority of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, who did what they 
could to atone for the in
justice which had been 
shown to him. 
not, however, restored to 
his former position, aa Fer
dinand undoubtedly 
ed some dislike 
a foreigner. Columbus was 
no longer necessa 
and he greatly i 
grant him the dignities and 

which had been

! were always seen 
and when Le died 

might be buried
l

retaint '

without, and fierce mutinies 
within. He himself was the 
only man of the crew who 
really had faith in the enter

al prise, but his faith was of the
■ exalted type which “ removes
■ mountains” of difficulty. By 

conciliation promises and 
threats he succeeded in hold
ing his men to their work, 
and his pe
termination were rewarded, 
when on the 8th day of Octo 
lier, 1492, the joyful cry of 
“Lw»d !” rang out, and a land
ing was effected

him as

ary to him, 
disliked to

treasures
promised to tie adventu
rous discoverer before he 
set sail from Palos.

His last days were full 
of care and sorrow, and he 
■vas greatly embarrassed 

debt.
0th of

May, 1506, lieing alsmt 
seventy years of age. His 
last words were, “ Into thy 
hands, O Lord, I commend
my spirit.” _____ _____  Q)

V ^ O I*- liUMsyaaysTof hluT>“ His
H.J '/piety was genuine and fer

vent; religion mingled with 
the wh .le course of his thoughts and 
actions, and shone forth in his most 
private and unstudied writings. The 
Sabbath was to him a day of sacred rest, 
on which he would never sail from a port
unless in case of extreme necessity.”___)

A splendid statue vlas erected* to his'—' 
honor ak Barcelona, Spkin, but thii can
not hlotYout the reeoril of ingratitude 
and persecution which stXmls agaimJt his 
enemies.

By some strange irony of fate an obscure 
navigator named Amerigo Vespucci gave 
his name to the new world, an honor that 
really lie1 ,.nged to Columbus 
of the pioneer discoverer is, however, kept 
green in the “ District of Columbia,” in 
the United States, and the “ Province of 
British Columbia,” in Canada.

I-

reeverance and <le-
duiing his old age by 
He di-si on the 20

upon the
Island of San Salvador. I

Upon his return to Spain 
he was received with every 
mark of consideration by 

I the sovereigns, and with great rejoic
ings by the populace. He was admitted 

I at all times to the royal presence,
rybody seemed anxious to lavish a.__

I tlon uPon the man whom the King and
■ delighted to honor.
■'"TAt one of the banquets which
■ given him, occurred the i 
H dent of the egg. A shallow courtier
I present, impatient of the honors paid to 
I Columbus, and jealous of him as a for 
I eigner, abruptly asked him whether he 
■ thought that, in case he had not discov- 

By Mh« jBere<i the Indies, there would have been 
„ ■„ ■ wanting men in Spain capable of the
bupen ■ enterprise. To this Columbus made no 

r. O. Le t ■<l*roct reply, but, taking an egg, invited 
eckon. ■the company to make it stand on end. 
TORONTO i ,vveryone attempted it, but in vain ;

rs COLUMBUS, IN CHAINS.

Perhaps there never was such a strik 
ing illustration of the fickleness of hu 
manity or the transitory character of 
worldly applause as the case of Columbus 
After several

___V69 am

R. N.

nGultm 
A. M. voyages had been made, 

hatred began to manifest 
ong high officials in Spain 

who had great influence with Ferdinand 
and Isabella. False charges were made 
against the great discoverer, and the 
malice of his enemies pursued him every
where. Even the sovereign became preju
diced against him, and an ambassador 
was sent out to the new world to investi
gate his conduct.

Columbus was finally degraded, ar
rested and sent to Spain. 
tmn-on shin pnyp him in nhiiiin.

jealousy
themseh

well-known inci-
R. N

ociety <1" ■

The name

w
* 

■


