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various departments of work carried out under the
The Ontario Government isXLbe Canadian Engineer. municipal authorities, 

the only Provincial Government publishing a report 
on its municipalities, and this does not touch on the 
questions of most concrete and practical importance 
to the alderman or councillor who is called on to de­
cide the best methods of carrying out local works and 
the suitability or otherwise of new appliances and new 
inventions that are brought to his notice.

town councillor will be-
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It is not
Toronto Telephone, Main 4310. to be expected that the average

expert by this means, but he will gain such
a more

come an
a general knowledge as will enable him to give 
intelligent support or criticism of the plans and recom­
mendations of engineers—for after all it is ignorance 

than corruption in a council which is the despair
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later than the 16th of the preceding month more 
of an engineer.

The suggestion of Mayor Urquhart, of Toronto, 
that each province should evolve its own union of 
municipalities, and that these groups of unions should 
form a sort of federal municipal parliament, is a good 
one, for the reason that each province has its own 
local difficulties brought about by unwise provincial 
legislation in the past, and by invasions of local rights 
in current legislation, which invasions only those 
immediately affected can deal with. The federal and 
provincial conventions could be held at one meeting, 
each province forming a “ section,” as at the meetings 
of the British Association ; and all joining when ques­
tions common to all were discussed.

be in our hands not 
or if proof is desired, 4 days earlier.
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The recommendation of a committee at the Ot­
tawa convention that the municipalities combine to 
seek legislation under which they could borrow on 
united credit, would be found to be a great mistake 
if ever carried out—which it is not likely to be. Even 
if such legislation were obtained it would end in the 
rupture of the union if ever carried out. Some of our 
cities are intelligently and economically governed ; 
but the finances of other cities are administered with 
shameful extravagance and recklessness, if not with 

Will a town governed by clean hands

THE MUNICIPAL CONVENTION.

The Union of Canadian Municipalities, which 
held its third annual convention in Ottawa last 
month, has already justified its existence, by its work 
during the past year in opposing the encroachments 
on the rights of municipalities by private corporations. 
By wise and conservative management, and by the 
provision of a fund for collecting statistics in the 
future, regarding the departmental work of all the 
cities and towns of Canada, such an institution will 
be of immense value to the growing numbers of Can­
adians who are 
"The town

dishonesty.
and managed by clear heads desire to become re­
sponsible for the Turkish misrule of another town 

whose doings it could have no control ? To do 
so would only give a looser rein to the riotous rule of 

who are already a calamity to their kind. No

over
making a study of municipal problems, 

illage is the primary unit in the public 
life of the country at large, and those who successfully
solve

men
well governed municipality would voluntarily lower 
its financial credit by putting its head into such a 

; and if the union values its own character for

or v

problem in the life of their own munici- 
themselves best qualified to deal

a new
noose
discretion it will quietly drop this proposal. Let each 
municipality reap the reward of its own wisdom or 
folly, as the case may be.

For the rest the union of Canadian municipalities 
has before it a wide field of future usefulness, and it 
is encouraging to learn that already there are 106 
■municipalities in the union, of which 26 are cities, 
59 towns, and 21 other municipalities ; this being a 
considerable increase over last year.

pality will
with the larger questions of province and 
wealth. In other words, the town, village and town­
ship councils
future representatives in the Provincial and Dominion 
Parliaments. Although the subject does not appear 
to have been broached at the Ottawa convention, one 
■°f the first

prove
common-

the best schools of training for out-are

it should make is the formation of 
a statistical committee with machinery for the col­
lection and annual publication of statistics of the

moves


