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therapeutics. It is from faith, which 
buoys up the spirits, sets the blood flow­
ing more freely and the nerves playing 
their parts without disturbance, that a 
large part of all cures arises. Despond­
ency, or lack of faith, will often sink the 
stoutest constitution almost to death’s 
door; faith will enable a bread pill or a 
spoonful of clear water to do almost mira­
cles of healing, when the best medicines 
have been given over in despair. The 
basis of the entire profession of medicine 
is faith in the doctor and his drugs and 
his methods. This is no new discovery; 
it was said by Galen that “he works the 
most cures in whom most have faith"; 
and the doctor-chemist-charlatan Para­
celsus, who died of taking a universal 
panacea too poisonous even for his con­
fidence, told his patients to have full faith 
and a strong imagination, and they would 
see the effects of it.

The subject of hypnotism, originally 
called mesmerism from its 18th century


