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limited income and expensive tastes, and

when a young nobleman in the diplomatic

service marries he must take a house and live

with a certain amount of state. Moreover,

he intended to be an ambassador before he

was forty-five, and he was justified in his am-

bitions, for he was exceptiona ly clever and

his rise had been rapid. Bui now he was

care-free and young, and love was his right.

Gisela understood him perfectly. Not only

was she of his class, but her brother Karl had
madly loved a girl in a chocolate shop and

wept tempestuously beside her bed while their

father slept. He married philosophically

when his hour struck.

But if she understood she was also roman-

tic. She forgot her vow to live alone, her

mother's advice, and dreamed of a moment
of overwhelming madness which would

sweep them both up to the little church on the

mountain. There, like a true heroine of old-

time fiction, she would announce her own
name at the altar. This moment, however,

did not arrive. Nettelbeck, too, was roman-
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