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external nature. He begins with earthquake. "Thecleavmg of the earth with rivers/' is. the breaking of the
earth into chasms, which form the channels of rivers.

even the solid mountams as quaking. Next, he describesan overwhelmmg deluge of rain. This is the meanin. oftbe words translated "the overflowing of water." '' It
passed by

;
t. e., passed over the field of the prophet's

o^ervatK>n. Then "the deep," the ocean, roar:fand
lifts up "Its hands," its waves, on high. Lastly, th sunand moon, the orbs of heaven, "stand still," amazed, over-
awed, feehng even in the firmament the dreadful glory ofthe occasion. It is sufficiently obvious that, in this last
ime, the prophet had in view the standing still of the sunupon Gibeon, and of the moon in the valley of Ajalonwhen Joshua smote the five kings of the Amorites Atthe same time, it seems no less obvious that Habakkuk isnot immediately referring to the historical event, nor wish-ing to fix the mmds of his readers upon it, but is merelyboi^owmg from it a splendid image, peculiarly appropriate

hi purpose. No special historical incidents answer to
the cleaving of the earth with rivers,-to the trembling of
the mountains,-to the oversowing of the water,-or tohe ocean uttering his voice and liftmg up his hands; and
It would be mtroducing a disagreeable incongruity, and
greatly detracting from the poetical effect of the passage
were we to suppose the prophet, when at the very climax
of his flight suddenly passing from the region of imagina-
tion into that of historic matter of fact. Attention has
hitherto been concentrated upon Jehovah, and upon the
effec s of his appearance. In the succeeding lines, his
people, at whose head* it was that he went forth, come
into view, following him as their leader, and marching

mlh I ?w.'"^'". '^r
"""'"' -^""^ ^'•^''' '^y P'^P^^ ^l^en thou didstinarch forth through the wilderness," &o.-Ps. kviii. 7.


