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yii.l wlion they did supply tliem witli tlicse tliiiiij;s, thov have exacted three times the price
tor which thc^y were sold ut other mmkets. That they had been indolent and idle on their
huid-i, lunl nejrleeted imshandry and the cidtivatiou of the soil, and had heeii of no utto
to the province either iii Imshandry, trade or tishery ; but iiad been rather an obstruu-
lioii to the Kinj,''.s intention in the settlement.

" Tliey were tlien asked whether they could mention a siufrlo instance of service to
the goveninieut. To which they were"incapal)lc of making any rejjly."

[ii answer to tliis jjara^raph

—

" We are now in the same disposition—the purest and sincerest—to prove in everr
circumstance, fidelity to His Majesty, in tlie same manner as we have done, providud
lliat Ills Jlajesty will leave us the san;e lilierties which he has Hranteil us.

"

'iMiey were told tiiat it \vas hoped they would hereatter ^ive proofs of more siucew
and pure dispositions of mind in the practice of fideliiv to His Maiest\-, and tiiat tliejr
would forbear to act in the manner they have done, in (ibstructint;- t'iie settlcnieni of the
province, Oy assisting- the Indians and French, to the distress and annoyance of many
of His Majesty's su!)jects. and to the loss of tlic lives of several of- the I^nylish iiihabi-
lauts."

It was also stated them

—

" That they, in particular, thouf;li they had noted so insincerely in every opportu-
nity, had been left in the full enjoyment of their reli^-ion, liberty' and properties, with
an indulji'ence beyond what would have been allowed to any ttritish subject, who
could presume, as they have done, to join in the measures of aiinthcr power.

"

jVnd, in reference to another paragraph

—

" Tliey were then informed that a very fair opportunity now presented itself to theai
to manifest the reality of their obedience to the poveriunent, by immeiliately taking
the oath of allegiance in the common form before the (.'ouncil.

' Their reply" to thi*

jiroposal was, that th.ey were not eome prepared to resolve the Council on tliat head.
They were then told that they very well knew, tor. these si.\ years past, the same thing
bad been ofrcn pi'oposed to them, and had been as often evaded, nnder various fri-

volous pretences ; that they had often been informed that, sometime or other, it would
be required of them, and must be done; and that the Council did not doubt but they
knew the sentiments of the inhabitants in general, and had fully considered and deter-

mined this i>oiut with regard to themselves before now, as they hod been already in-

dulgcil with six yeare to form a resolution thereon.
"

" They then desired leave to retire to consult among themselves, whicli they wer«
permitted to do ; when, after near an hour's recess, they returned with the sam«
answer, that they could Tiot consent to take the oath, a.s prescribed, without cousultin*
flic general body ; but that they were ready to take it as they had done before. T«
which they were answered, that His Majesty had disap])roved of the manner of their

taking the oath before ; that it was not consistent with his honor to make any condi-
tinim ; nor could the Council accept their taking the oath in any other way than as all

other His Majesty's subjects were obliged by law to do, when called u[ion', and that it

was now expected they should do so ; which they, still declining, were allowed till next
niurning, at ten of the clock, to come to a resolution. To which time the Council
then adjourned.

"

The Deputies, still persisting to refuse, were put under arrest on the followii\g day.
After they had been imprisoned, they sent word that they wou'd take the oath ; biit

a-i an oath under such circumstances would not have been binding, being a com/ji(/sor(^

wttli, in Jhro cnnscientiip, and as there wa,s a statute of the realm, by which Roman Ca-
tholics, once refu-iing to take the oath of allegiance, were incapacitated from takinir i*

thereafter; the Council refused to allow a form to lie gono through, that would liar*
been, not oidy teebnically, but substantially, n nullity. American writers have sup-
posed that this incident referred to all the Aeadians I'bnt the only persons eonecrned
were a few dei)uiies from I'iziquid, the inhabitants of which were ordered to .%on<I titlicr

deputies to the Council, who sulise(|uently attended, and also wfused to take the oath.

There has been n great deal of capital made out of this incident, and much iiiiusiip*

has Iteen done to Governor Lawi-enee. It is evident that, though the oath would nol
hijvi! been morally or legally binding ; ond though, under the cireumstaneus, he ml^Ut


