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cmviclionn of riglit. Jnfunt cliildron wo know are Innocent—nre

RuillloM of nctmil I ran»iRregion. Tliojr hnfo never by vlolatinR

the Divine law incurred it* pi-nnliios ; and their pre sent condition in

not cauFcd by nnythfnff ihey have done, or nnay do. Every feel-

ing of our unbiBsurtd nature, every idea of justiceond ri^hteous-

ncM, riHen up in rebellion nptainst the thouglit O^aTioly and jUBt

God, consigning to eternal, misftry ami death, those hclploM and un-

offending innocents. We feel that it cannot be. No soplurtry of

,
argument, no aulhoritv of erocdsjcan liush the shuddeiing repug-

nance, which »uch a tli^ght wnkes up in every rightly constituted

mind. The univorsnlitj'W i»trength of this feel in,!? is umnistake-

ably seen, in the fnct, thatlJVpitfe of creeds and oonHNions of fmth

that would bgically lead to a (bninl of the salvation of infaqtjs who

die, in infaiSy, (or at least many of them,) there have been few

unwilling to sacrifico the consistency of their theology, rather

thao attribute such cruelty to God the Merciful and Just, If it

be thought by any, that the suffering of infantr. is Incrnsistent

with so high a moral relationdiip to Ood, as we have aswgned them

;

't must be remembered, that all natural evil aiid suffering is not

i punishment for ein. Tliia has been often unwarrantably ateumed

;

but there are wise ends for which suffering may exist in the world,

without existing as punishment. Those who maintain the dark

view of the question we are opposing, endeavour to relievo theirfeel-

ings, by removing the diffuuUy one step further back. They can-

< not think that God would punish innocent beings wi;h suffering;

! but they dec'arc that Ho imputes the sitvof Adam to them, and

^ accounts them guilty, that they may be suitable objects of punish-

rn^ntl If it would be cruel an i ilmjust' to punish them ifinno-

cont,*it would be equilly so, to impute guilt to them in order to

expose them to suffeiing. P<Jalm li. 6, «• Behold I was shapen in

in'.quityand in «^ did my mother conceive me," is frequently

quoted, to prove that all inrmt children are in a state of death

,

without n saving interest in Chrifet. Bi^t it proves no such thing


