
EXPORT BUSINESS

FOREWORD

One of the topics which is being seriously discussed at the

present time by thinking men the world over is: BUSINESS
AFTER THE WAR. All the leading countries are making

strenuous eflorts to broaden the market for the goods they have

to sell and the pertinent question with us is —What is Canada

doing in this respect?

During the past few years our factories have been deluged

with war orders, our plants have been greatly enlarged to meet

these demands and, we are proud to say, a skill in workmanship

has developed which has quite exceeded our expectations. As
a consequence our production has increased enormously anH

we have enjoyed unparalleled prosperity, but a time will come
when war orders will cease, there may be little use for many of

the plant extensions and numbens of workmen will be idle, a

situation which will be aggravated by the return of our soldiers

from the front. We shall then be faced with smaller incomes

and a heavy national debt, which means burdensome taxation.

We have borrowed very large sums in both England and

tne United States, the principal and interest on which we must

endeavf ir to pay in goods. Our country is liberally endowed
with natural resources, the production of foodstuffs and raw

materials can be greatly increased, and fortunately these

commodities can be marketed with comparative ease. In the

production of manufactured goods we shall be subjected to the

very active competition of other manufacturing countries, but

we believe that the skill exhibited in the production of munitions

has forcibly demonstrated our ability to compete with any other

country where reasonable wages are allowed to employees, and
there appears to be no reason why our manufactures, should

not find a ready sale. Our aim for the future, therefore, should

be to increase the production of the factory as well as of the

fishery, farm, forest and mine, in order to create an exportable

surplus and thus assure to our country at least a reasonable

proportion of the prosperity it has enjoyed in recent years.
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