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distribution of their candidates that the two labor

parties were competing for the same vote. At a
conference held in Chicago to effect a union, how-
ever, the Union Labor party insisted on the com-
plete effacement of the other ticket and the single

taxers refused to submit. In the election which
followed, the Union Labor party received about
147,000 votes, largely from the South and West
and evidently the old Greenback vote, while the
United party polled almost no votes outside of

Illinois and New York. Neither party survived

the result of this election.

In December, 1889, committees representing

the Knights of Labor and the Farmers* Alliance

met in St. Louis to come to some agreement on
political policies. Owing to the single tax predilec-

tion of the Knights, the two organizations were
unable to enter into a close union, but they never-

theless did agree that "the legislative committees
of both organizations [would] art in concert before

Congress for the purpose of securing the enactment
of laws in harmony with their demands." Thvs

coiipcration was a forerunner of the People's party
or, as it was commonly called, the Populist party,

the largest third party that had taken the field

since the Civil War. Throughout the West and the
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