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la tlic jfurs l^ioO, '57, uiwl '58 cxtciisivn discoveries of gold were inii(U» on tlio

Kniaor river. AuticiiiiitiiiK a rush of minors to these rojfions und wisliini? t<i be propiiv
'

to cope properly with the situation that wnuld arise the British (iovernment declarci
the mainland a Crown colony in 185S. It was given the name of British (\)luml)ia

and Douglas. was made governor uf both colonies. The rights of the Hudson's lia.v

Company on Vancouver inland granU-d in ISiO wore UTminati-d !>> purcluu^e. Tlii-

same year, 18r», the rights of the company to exclusive trading privileges on th.'

mainland, which had been granted at the amalgamation of 18l'1 for a i>ori(>d ..f

twenty-one years and renewed in 1838 for a further pori(xl of twenty years, expired.

This date then, ]^5s, nuiy bo taken as the closing of the reign of the groat fur

company and the real commencement of colonial government. After a few years, or

in IStJG, the two colonies were unit<'d. Governor Douglas retired from active partner-

ship in the Hudson's Bay Company to di?votc all his time to affairs of state. As
governor he filletl the office and i)erformed the arduous duties attached to it in those

oarly days in a most capable nuinner and for such signal service was knight(>d. His
is a most outstanding figisre in British Cdlumbia's early development.

Five years laU-r the colony of Briti.sh Columbia, which had now tlirongh the rusij

to its interior gold fields attained a population of some 10,000 whites, east in her lot

with the Dominion of Canada, joining Confederation in 1871.

In 185S the present boundaries of the province were decided up<jn in so far as

internal arrangements in British possessions were concerned. In 1867 Alaska was
purchased from Russia by the United Statos and in 1871 the Washington Treaty
settled the Alaska-British Columbia lx)undary.

By the agreement upon which British Columbia joined the Confederation it was
stipulated that she should be connected by a transcontinental railway with the older
provinces. This was accomplished by the building of the Canadian Pacific railway
which was completed in 1885. The population has gro^n from a total of about 3fi,000

i-a 1S71, of which only about 10,000 were whites and the rest Indians, to some
392,000 at the last Dominion census of 1911. This is a total increase of .'iSJ.^XM) in

40 years or a gain of 1,000 per cent

The reprcst>ntation of the province at the federal capital at Ottaw.i now coii>i-ts
(if G members in the Senate and 13 in the House of Conimon.s. The Provincial
Government is made up of a Lieutenant-Governor and a L<'gislative Assembly con-
sisting of 40 menik'rs. The Lieutenant-Govcnior now holdi t office Clan. 1, 1920)
is the Honourable H. W. Prior and the Premier of the pr iw is tlie Honourabl..
John Oliver. The E.xecutivc Council of the Ass<>n.bly is ni, e up as follows:—
Premier, lliriister of Uaihv.iys, I'rcsiil-iit ..f the Coun.il . . , . Hon. j,,hn riliv, r.

Attorney-General ami Minister nf I.iilioiir ii„n. J W d,. ij. Funis Kc
Minister of Publit- \Vorl<.s Hon j.^ i.;;,,^.

Minister of Lands Hon ^ ',> ,.,,,,„„„

Minister of Mines ,,„n. \v„,, .«!„;„,

Minister of ABriculture I|,,„. ,.:,, ,, „.,,r„„.
Mini.ster of Finance

I,,,,, ,,„,,„ ,,.,„
Minist.T of Edueation and Pn.vinrial .Seortlary H,,n. lip. M.Lf.aii.

Tn Central British Columbia, the bolt of mainland lying between iatitudos 5i'"

and 57° north, lie some of the oldest and most historic scenes of interest. The history
of the province is sometimes divided into three periods, the period of discovery, the


