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APPENDIX A
THE CHANCELLOR'S SPEECH IN THE REICHSTAG

AUGUST 5, 19.4
'

A TERRIBLE fate is breaking over Europe. Since
we won in war the respect of the world for our
German Empire we have lived in peace forty-
four years, and have guarded the peace of Eu-
rope. In peaceful labor we have grown strong
and mighty; and people have envied us. In nervy
patience we have suffered hostilities to be fannedm the east and the west, and fetters to be forged
against us. The wind was sown there, and now
we have the whirlwind. We wanted to go on
hving and working in peace, and like a silent
vow, from the Emperor down to the youngest
recruit, this was the will: Our sword shall not
be drawn except in a just cause. Now the day
has come when we must draw it. Russia has put
the torch to our house. We have been forced
into a war with Russia and France.
Genf .men, a number of papers penned in the

stress of hurrying events have been distributed to


