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BRITISH COLUMBIA

THE MINERAL PROVINCE OF CANADA.
Gold, Silver, Lead, Copper, Coal, Coke, Oil, Iron, Mercury, Platinum, Etc.

THE MINES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA HAVE PRODUCED NEARLY

$180,000,000.

AMOUNT AND VALUE OF MINERAL PRODUCTS FOR 1900, 1901, 1902 AND 1903

1900.
Cugtomary
Measure,
Quantity. [ Valne,
|

Gold, placer..... Ounces
Gold, lode. !
Silver
Copper Pounds
Lead ¥ : 3
Coal i Tons, 2,240 lbs, 1,439,595
Coke “w o 85,140

Other materials

| $16,344 751

GOLD.—Placer gold mining, which in early days formed
the chief mineral industry of the province, and made it fam
ous all the world over, still continues to be important, while
improved methods of working the gravel deposite, together
with cheaper transportation and vost of mining, have rendered
the working of large deposits, long known to exist, now pro
fitable where previously imposgible.

The area of country known to contain placer go d is enor-
mous and has omiy been touched, leaving still virgin ground
well worth the prospscting for this, the onlv class of *‘poor
man’s mine,”

Recent discoveries of new placer fields in the Atlin district,
the Cassiar district, and the large extent of unworked deposits
in the Cariboo distiict, are prool that the field is not vet ex-
hausted, and promise a revival of this important industy.

HYDRAULIC MINING plants costinz larger amounts of
money are being installed in Atlin, Cassiar, Omineca and
Cariboo, at points widely separated, indicating the extent of
the gold deposits. One company recovered $350,000 in gold
in 1900.

DREDGING FOR GOLD is receiving deserved attention,
and dredges are at work on the Fraser, Thompson, Quesnel
and other rivers, on all of which streams good ground may
yet be obtained.

LODE GOLD MINING is now being prosecuted in various
parts of the province, and in certain instances very success-
fully, notably at Ymir, Camp McKinney and elsewheire.

GOLD-COPPER ORES are being extensively worked at
Rossland by the Le Roi, War Eagle and associated companies,
while other mines in the camp are rapidly becoming important
producers.

The tonnage of this camp alone in 1902 was 329 534 tons,
and there will be an increase this year.

SILVER-LOAD—In 1900 the silver production was $2,309,-
200 and the lead production $2,601,887. Since that time the
niining of silver-lead ores has been somewhat suspended
owing to temporarily unfavorable market prices,

OCOPPER.—Copper is being produced to some extent at
Rossland, where tﬁ: chief value of the ore is in gold, bat the
fenture of this branch of the industry is the development and
mining of s lagge tonnage of low-grade copper ores in the
Boundary distriet, of which there seemes to be an almost nn-
limited amounnt. &tp\n of ore rom this district alone
amounted to over 684,000 tons in 1

The Coast distriet, will. this coming

yur show u very con-

siderable copper production from the Vancouver Island and
Texada Island mines.

1 02,
1901, 1902, 1903
Estimated
Quantity. Value. Quantity, Value. Valoe.

;s BOK 1970 100 $1,900,000
4348 643 6,000,000
2 884,745 1,500,000
1,440,063 1,500,000
500,000
4,192,182 |} =
128,016 640,076 |y 50,000
80,0561 500,000

$20,086, 78 $17,486,5650 | $19,200,000

Prospecting for copper is receiving great attention, and the
discoveries made on the Coast, in the Similkameen Valley,
etc., give great promise,

IRON.—With 1he great probality of an iron-smelting
plant on the Northern Pacific Coast in the near future, what
promise to be extensive bodies of magnetite iron ore have
been developed on the Coast, while other deposits of iron
ore are now under development in the Guat River and Fort
Steele mining divisiong, and still other bodies occur near
Kamloops.

COAL AND COKE.—In 1901 the Vancouver Island collier-
ies made a net output of 1,173,803 tons of coal and 20,178 tons
of coke.

In 1903 the Crow’s Nest colleries made a net output of
650,000 tons of coal, and 166,000 tons of coke. In 1904 this
outynt will be doubled at the least. These mines alone are
putting out trom 1,000 to 2,000 tons of coal per diem.

Of the total outpnt of 1902, 776,808 tons of coal, and 38,780
tons of coke were exported, chiefly to the United States, The
remainder was consumed in the local smelters and other
industries

SMELTERS,—In the province there are smelters in active
operation at Trail, Nelson, Grand Forks, Greenwood, Bound-
ary Falls, Van Anda, Ladysmith and Crofton; while this
coming year will probably see ove erected in East Kootenay.

CAPITAL.—Capital can pow find here many excellent op-
portunities for investment, as the values placed on mines and
undeveloped properties have reached a reasonable basis. If
proper business care is used, and the experience of competent
men utilized, these investments should be safe as well as
profitable

MINERAL LANDS.—Mineral lands are open to location
to any person over 18 years of age, who has obtained a free
miner’s certificate, and the perfect title to lode claims can I)e
easgily secured after $600 worth of work has been done
claim. A great extent of territory has yet to be prospec
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