
In self-government the people have 
the right to make the Issue. No one 
man^ has that right. There la tho 
difference between autocracy and de­
mocracy. Autocracy says this and 
this Is so and shall be. Mr. Melghen 
presents that attitude to the people 
of the country.

"It Is 1» year* slnco the people of 
Canada have had any chance to dis­
cuss their Own domestic questions.' 
In that time a new generation has 
grown up. In the election of 1917 too 
fight was1 on the one question, the 
ending of the war. Since 1911 there 
has been no opportunity of dlscussmg 
tho questions which pertain to mat­
ters of domestic policies.

Electorate is Changed.
"In that time the young men of HI 

have become 31. These have had no 
chance to discuss matters ot domestic 
interest. The men overseas In 1917 
have come back Imbued with larger 
desires than ever to play their part 
as citizens. Arc they not to be con­
sidered in the matters and questions 
which they might want to have dis­
cussed? I might add the most im­
portant of all the new group that 
makes up the electorate of today, the 
women. Irrespective of any special 
group they have the light to take 
their part in the government ot the 
country.

“Why should any man come be­
fore the people of Canada and seek 
to restrict discussions of public ques­
tions to one Imaginary issue such as 
protection or free trade? Has the 
labor of our country to have no right 
to have the problems of their concern 
discussed at the present time * Are 
the returned men to have no right to 
have questions of Interest to them 
discussed? Are the women to have no 
right to have the question of the high 
cost of living discussed at this time? 
Why are we restricted in this way? 
We have railway systems taken over 
without the people being consulted 
and members of Parliament Ignored 
In regard to the transactions. Have 
xve no right to discuss the question 
of freight rales and all that-relates 
to transportation?

"The more you think of it, the more 
arrogant is tho attitude ot our Prime

Minister In appealing to the people 
on a single issue, and that, one of 
his own Imagination. 1

Wants to Forget
"There Is a reason why the Prime 

Minister has chosen tho course he 
has. You do not have to go far to 
discover it. The reason Is that he 
wants the people to forget about all 
’hose questions. He wants them to 
forget all about his administration 
and government. Under British par­
liamentary* Institutions the custom is 
when a government has been In of­
fice, to come before the people and 
place Its record before them and deal 
with it. That Is Just the very thing 
that Mr. Melghen does not want to 
do. Speaking last night In Winni­
peg. he said, referring to campaign 
funds, that he had had the greatest 
difficulty to get anyone to give him 
enough money to prepare the record 
of the administration. I do not won­
der at that, because the less his 
friends know about his administra­
tion the better. That Is the very 
thing he wants us to forget.

“I presume In this gathering there 
must be at least a few who are sup­
porters of Mr. Melghen and the can­
didate who is running in his Inter­
ests here-.1* *

Mr. King was Interrupted by a 
wave of applause. He continued:

Who Gave Mandate?
"I want to ask them this question; 

Have you or has anyone that you 
know directly or indirectly been re­
sponsible for giving to Mr. Melghen 
the right to carry on the Government 
of this country (luring tho last lb 
months?"

Cries of No, No!
Mr. King: "Is there anyone that

will say yes?"
There being no reply. Mr. King con­

tinued:
"I must ask what sort of citizen* 

you are? Are you going to support a 
man who refuses the public the rlgh* 
of government, the most fundament­
al of all the rights of a free people? 
Are you going to return a Prime 
Minister to power for another live 
years who has deprived the people 
of that fundamental right of carry­
ing on the Government of the coun­
try? I say Mr. Melghen Is condemned 
by his own friends in this very audi­
ence.

Rights of People Usurped
“it is bad enough that Mr, Meighen 

iuring 1C months should have spent 
millions upon millions of the money 
of the people but when you remem 
her the fact that he has committel 
/titil country to vast obligations from 
which It will be difficult to free our­
selves it becomes more serious the 
stent to which the rights of the peo­

ple have been usurped.
“Most serious of all, not only has 

be spent the money of the people 
and Incurred Obligations of the most 
serious kind but in regard to our 
whole fat tire legislation ho has heip- 
<d io put it blot on the pages of leg- 
islatloh. Kemember this: Every law 
in this country has to go through 
two hoiMes. uip Commons and the 
Senate. You have only to look at the 
newspapers of the last few months 
to see that he has been filling the 
Senate with appointees of his own 
tnen, with men of mentality akin to 
ids own, indifferent to the desire or 
wish of the people 

"These men will have their say as 
! ■ r whether or not any particular 
,neasure is likely to be enacted Into

law in the course of the next few 
years.

Should Unite.
"If we are wise, those of us who 

arc interested In Liberal and Pro­
gressive legislation, Instead of divid­
ing our forces at the present time in 
a manner that will help to give Mr. 
Meighen supporters In the House of 
Commons we will unite our forces 
and march forth to battle with the I 
second chamber, one of the great j 
struggles ahead ot our people. No 
wonder Mr. Meighen wants the 
people to forget his record and ttat1 
of his administration and seek to i 
make an Issue out of protection or 
tree trade.

"Let me come to my point Not ! 
only has Mr. Meighen In the adm.nl- ! 
stratlon of the affairs of the country ! 
been Indifferent to the rights of the I 
people but he has been Indifferent to1 
the rights of the representatives of 
the people in Parliament. I wan* to 
refer to one question particularly 
which will be of Interest to you In 
Regina, the railway rates. When the 
government of Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
went out of power wc had In the 
control of this country gome 2,2t)0, 
miles of railway.

I) 5775 (l)

W. ; . Ma ’̂.-enzie v: 

Vo lune D 10

PUBLIC ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA


