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ﬁ Lights,Camera, Action!

Altamont film is shattering

By DAN MERKUR

Last year, at a free concert at Altamont Speedway
near San Francisco, a black man was killed by a
Hells Angel during the performance of the Rolling
Stones. Did the slaying put an end to the Woodstock
legend or peace and non-violence, or does the fact of a
leftover 50’s greaser knifing a black pimp with a gun
justify the Woodstock image instead?

The excellent documentary, Gimme Shelter, now
playing at Cinecity, of the Altamont concert raises
questions of all sorts but does not answer these or any
others in particular. Like any fine documentary, it
yields plenty of evidence for all the arguments one
may draw from that occurrence. To force one
argument above all others would be to deny the
validity of a relatively unbiased documentary. The
film-makers, the Maysles Brothers and Charlotte
Zwerin, are too good for that.

At Altamont several thousand freaks gathered and
waited while paranoia pervaded the crowd, as the
Hells Angels policed the festival. Outbreaks of
violence were frequent. The Jefferson Airplane found
it necessary to stop their show. At length the Rolling
Stones came on, and a biker knifed a man who drew a
gun on Jagger. Q. E. D. To cite the incident as of
greater importance — as a microcosm of freak
society, is to stretch a point. Gimme Shelter proves
that Woodstock the Movie is not the be-all and end-all
to cultural revolutionary movies; however, it does
not purport to state what is.

Altamont seems to have been a turning point, the
end of an era, regardless of what one believes hap-
pened there, or why. If the sixties began well with the
Peace Corps, Freedom Riders, and flower children,
only to be dwarfed by assassination, Vietnam,
Chicago, Nixon and Agnew, still there was a begin-
ning. The seventies have the Cambodian campaign,
the Chicago trial, and Altamont as a beginning.
Gimme shelter!

Throughout the film Jagger remains a fascinating
image. Through Gimme Shelter one gains insight into
the character he played in Performance as well, a
strangely possible prophecy of things to come. One
understands, as well, the rock star of Peter Watkins’
Privilege, a narcississtic, frail, hugely powerful
semi-diety.

What one sees in Jagger is startlingly variable. I
mostly see a child playing with tremendous power he
is hardly aware of, let alone able to control. Some see
a Machiavellan high priest of anarchy and revolution.
Others, no doubt, see a greasy biker who got lucky; a
frustrated juvenile publicly masturbating; or a king.
Jagger is all these things and more. In any case, he is
a unique figure, and fascinating to watch.

Filmed in colour by the Maysles Brothers and
Charlotte Zwerin (makers of last year’s excellent
study of Bible hustlers, Salesman), Gimme Shelter is
the best rock music documentary to date. It is also a
case study of contemporary history, and an in-
valuable document of our times.

F

Mick Jagger in Gimme Shelter.
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THE JEWS OF THE
SOVIET UNION BEG
US TO HELP THEM

Irving Layton

Alan Rose, Executive Committee Canadian
Jewish Congress

Colonel Yakov Kaplan, Israeli Air Force

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19

Stuart Rosenberg, Rabbi Beth Tzedec
J.B. Salsberg, former Communist MPP
Jerry Rosenfield, Associated Hebrew Schools

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21

Two forums sponsored by the Action
Committee for Soviet Jewry

LECTURE HALL 2, ROOM 1, 8:00 p.m.

new BLIUE GRCRID

presents

THE BRIAN CRABB SHOW
from TV's PIG & WHISTLE show
A night of Sing Song, Music & Fun.
A show where YOU get into the Act.

NO COVER CHARGE

iD COLD BUFFET

aneat

-3pm_ $1.45 >

UPSTAIRS
speakeasy

TOBI LARK

With London recording artists

DAYBREAK
With GENE TAYLOR our resident weirdo
Rock, Comedy & Audience participation.

dancing nightly fully licensed
529 BLOOR ST.WEST  rHoNe 532-4401

featuring
former Star
of “Hair”’

JAN. 18 Michael Snow

NEW YORK EYE AND EAR CONTROL
STANDARD TIME
(BACK AND FORTH)

Jack Chambers

CIRCLE
HART OF LONDON

David Rimmer

SHORTS
FILMS FROM VANCOUVER'S
INTERMEDIA

JAN. 25

FEB. 1

FEB. 8 Charles Gagnon

THE EIGHTH DAY
THE SOUND OF SPACE
TO A FRIEND

Joyce Weiland

LA RAISON AVANT LA PASSION
DIET AND RAT LIFE IN
NORTH AMERICA

FEB. 15

THEBEST FORFREE

Films by Canadian Artists




