
Trade deal to leave women jobless
And a free-trade deal could 

have a devastating impact on 
jobs in the service sector, which 
has provided the majority of new 
employment prospects for 
women in this century, Cohen 
said.

ment programmes to address the 
retraining 
workers.

Women make up 75 per cent 
of the labour force in the already- 
ailing textiles industry, Cohen 
said. Many of the workers are 
female immigrants, have less 
education than the Canadian 
average, or are older women with 
children.

"Women are not at all well- 
served by the training pro
grammes which exist. They are 
designed for male-type jobs. 
Most women who will lose their 
jobs will not have the education 
or the experience they will need 
to get into retraining programs. 
Immigrant women and poor 
women cannot be retrained eas
ily for these high-tech jobs 
which (free-trade advocates) say 
will become available. It just 
won't happen."

Cohen said an agreement 
between the two countries will 
jeopardize the delivery of social 
services. Even decisions on day 
care will be taken out of Cana
dian hands, she charged.

American firms, including 
large, private day-care compan
ies, are eager to set show in this 
country, Cohen said. But they 
are upset over what they per
ceive to be unfair subsidies to 
Canadian businesses. Since Can
adian non-profit child care cen
tres are given government 
subsidies, the American firms 
will want money too.

"So this whole issue," said 
Cohen, "which is a great debate 
now in Canada — over whether 
you should have profit or non
profit day care — will be com
pletely out of our hands. It will 
be decided by trade law."

and it has to do with area in 
which they work. In the manu
facturing sector they work in 
industries which are extremely 
vulnerable. And most women 
are concentrated in just a few 
industries, like textiles and clo
thing. These industries are going 
to take a real beating with free 
trade," said Marjorie Cohen, a 
professor at the Ontario Insti

tute for Studies in Education 
(OISE).

Cohen said the October 3 deal 
was "Worse than anybody

by Eleanor Brown and 
Michelle Lalonde
HALIFAX (CUP) — A free trade 
deal will leave thousands of Can
adian women jobless and could 
allow American companies to 
dictate the future of day-care ser
vices in this country, according 
to a Toronto-based journalist.

"Women will be dispropor
tionately affected by free trade,

needs of displaced

deal “worse than
anyone
expected”

"These are very important jobs 
for women — and they are very 
seriously under threat."

Cohen and three other women 
were commissioned by the Cana
dian Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women (CACSW) to 
produce three working papers on 
free trade and its effect on 
women. While Cohen's paper 
points to the dangers and disad
vantages for women, economist 
Katie MacMillan said a free 
trade deal would be beneficial to 
women as workers and

expected in their wildest imagi
nations. The disputes settle
ment mechanism is just absurd."

Cohen added that there have 
been no convincing signs that 
the Mulroney government will 
introduce adequate job adjust-mmm consumers.Dal Student Union 
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programs”

AND SOHO GRILL
THURSDAY OCT 29 $7 
GRAPES OF WRATH 
THE WATERWALK
Combining traditional folk-rock influences, 
(like the Byrds), socially topical lyrics, and 
strong pop/rock melodies to create a 
modern and original sound, Capitol 
recording artists The Grapes of Wrath 
epitomize a promising new trend in current 
progressive music. Their new video/single 
"Peace of Mind", from their new album 
"Treehouse", is in heavy rotation on Much 
Music. Their previous video/singles 
"Misunderstanding" and "A Dream" also 
recieved strong airplay on Much Music and 
Canadian college FM stations.
The Waterwalk’s self-entitled debut album, 
on Nettwerk Records, features a sopisticated 
pop sound, highlighted by the the use of cello, 
trombone and saxophone. The video re
lease "Turn Your Face Away", is one of Much 
Music's top ten videos.

MacMillan's report concludes, 
"The more important accomp
lishment of a free trade agree
ment would be to give Canadian 
women the opportunity to leave 
poor jobs in industries already 
seriously threatened by world 
competitive pressures and find 
new employment and better 
prospects in growing industries 
elsewhere in the economy."

"The jobs that these women 
have and that they don't want to 
lose seem to be the most horrible 
jobs," said MacMillan.
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FRIDAY OCT 30 $8
54-40

we deliver!
From Vancouver, Warner Brothers record
ing artists 54-40 return to Halifax with their 
strong, chunky, straight-ahead rock n’ roll. 
Their first appearance rates as one of the 
best rock performances at the former Club 
Flamingo . Their first self-entitled album fea
tured the video/single "Baby Ran", which 
broke the band all over North America. This 
was followed up by this spring's single " I Go 
Blind", and their newly released album 
"Show Me", which is charting in the top thirty 
on college and commercial rock FM stations 
locally and across the country.

Mi Now you can sit back, 
relax and the best fried 
chicken in town will 
come to you. One phone 
call and you can order 
any of our great menu 
items—chicken, taters, 
fries, dessert and more. 
Keep our number handy 
and...just call.
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mWED &THUR NOV4 &5 $10 
CLARENCE 
GATEMOUTH BROWN

v.r

X "The greatest living bluesman" USA Today 
If you missed this legendary Loiusiana blues- 
man the first time he played in Halifax, don't 
let this second opportunity to see him live 
pass you by. Our presentation of Gatemouth 
this oast summer was one of the best con
certs we have ever participated in. Backed 
by a great band, Gatemouth enthralled the 
sold out audience with his warmth, humour, 
and virtuousity on the guitar, fiddle and piano.
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Call 425-1513

I/9
6443 Quinpool Rd., Halifax 
$1.75 delivery charge 
Discounts or coupons not

applicable on delivery orders 
<^X MINIMUM $6 ORDER FOR DELIVERY

SATURDAY OCT 31 $3 
HALLOWEEN BASH 
LITTLE CITY BLUES BAND
“Matinee 3-7pm

CONCERTS PRESENTED BY CKDU 97.5 FM__________
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Dancing and video Monday-Saturday. Top-notch live entertainment 
Thurs-Saturday 8pm-12:30am. Entertainment Information 420-1051 
SOHO GRILL: Fresh and healthy, aromatic grilled foods 11am-9pm Mary Brown’s FHed Chicken

Nothing else comes close.^MARITIME CENTRE 1505 BARRINGTO^

A Dalhousie Gazette, Thursday, October 29, 1987
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