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PROVINCIALISM DYING

M R. HENRI BOURASSA'S address at the banquet of the Com-
mercial Travellers in Montreal was well conceived and happily

delivered. Perhaps his most important statement was that "the old
narrow provincialism is dying fast," which is a reverse way of saying
that nationalism is growing. He claimed that local attachments and
interest in lotal problems should not blind people to the necessity of
considering national and imperial problems in the broadest possible
spirit. "I say in the name of the French-Canadians that we are proud
to iace every problem brought before the people of this country in a
broad spirit, prepared to meet the views of our English fellow-
citizens," asking only for frank and brotherly discussion.

While taking this broad, statesmanlike attitude, Mr. Bourassa
expressed the hope that citizens would not forget that the Dominion
is based upon a federation scheme, just as the Empire is based on self-
government, and that the greatness of each province meant the great-
ness of the Dominion. It is a just and opportune appeal. Those
who are working hard on provincial problems should not be con-
sidered unnational or anti-national. Too often people ascribe high
praise to workers on Dominion problems and forget or overlook those
who are doing equal service in provincial spheres.

Mr. Bourassa has done good service in pointing clearly to the
danger on both sides-first of being too provincial and second of being
too national. Each Canadian citizen has a double role to play, adouble duty to perform. He must regard his local affairs with a keen
and judicial mind and must also remember that his province is oneof the nine which go to make up the great Dominion. The Dominion
is the provinces, and the provinces are the Dominion. Our patriotism
must be broad enough to include both.

Englishman says that the chief reason for the neglect is that the Britis]
people overseas have no vote for the British House of Commons an
the politicians cannot waste time on us. The explanation seem
inadequate. So far as Canada is concerned, we do not desire th
visits of politicians so much as we desire those of statesmen, publicists
financiers and business men. We would like to have the activ
interest of those who are not busily engaged in working out the purel,
domestic political problems of Great Britain

The Select Committee of Peers, appointed to consider the ques
tion of a new constitution for the House of Lords, has recommende
that official representatives of the Over-Seas Dominions might safel,
be admitted to that body. The editor of Canada suggestb that 37 a
the 40 life peerages which it is proposed to create should be allotter
as follows: Canada 17, Australia 12, South Africa 5, New Zealand 3
These "Barons of the Empire" would, he thinks, be a strong link ii
the bond of Empire. These peerages are to be granted, the suggestiol
continues, to the High Commissioners and retired political repre
sentatives and prominent figures in commercial and financial life. Thi
suggestion is worth considering, although it would seem difficult t(
find men who are willing to accept such honours with all the obliga
tions involved.

There is no doubt a feeling in Great Britain and in the self
governing colonies that if the Empire is to develop its cohesiv<
powers, there must be some kind of intimate contact between th<
centre and the outer circle. An Imperial Council, consisting of ,
certain number of British representatives and an equal number- o:
Over-Seas representatives meeting once a year when the colonia:
legislative bodies are not in session would seem more feasible. Il
would not involve a change of residence, nor would it require th(
assumption of titles which might be inconvenient and burdensome
Representation in the House of Lords is hardly democratic enoug1
for the colonies. These two advantages of an Imperial Council ove,
representation in the Lords would seem to be almost overwhelming
with such light as we have at present.
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