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A River Flowing Through Landscapes of Possible Wheat.

S IX-FOO'r-THREE and straigt asa young spruce, after fifteen sum-
mers of pac'king over portages at

tbe head waters of the Peace and beyond
-Mr. C. F. W. Roch fort put out a few
days ago from the Canadian Nortbern

offices, Toronto.
This wili be bis
sîxteenth summer
of discovery in
the northern
mountains.' A 1l
winter he was on
bis ranch far
west of Edmon-
ton, where lie
will be next win-
ter again. The
pictures on this
page are a few
camera illumina-
tions of a sample
sulumer voyage
of this tireless
tourist, who
tliough he came- out from Eng-

C. P W.Rocfor upi and as a boy of
the ounty ofthe fourteen, retains

Hoadwters. allthe eharac-
teristics of an English gentleman abroad.

"Oh, we shah be back in the inoun-
tains very shortly now,» hc said; as
tbough lie spoke of a summer eruise on1
a yacht. "Back among the blaek-ffies
and the bulldogs. Ah ! here's xny travel.

igmate now-he's an engineelr from
Souith Amierica. _No, we've never.
traveled together before; ini fact I m~et
1-im only the other day--but we shall get
along famously."

As may be surmised, there are no
railroads or steamboats anywbere near
the head-water region where Mr. Rocli-
fort and bis engineer copnion wiii
spnd clthe sumtmer, n2rt of the im

fires from June tii! the ice-needies corne,
is where the dubious trails of the Fraser
and its tributaries mneander into the Paci-
fc, flot far f rom where the trickles of
the Parsnip and the Findlay twist and
twiri into the canoe-wide bed of the
Peace, where it begins its long swirl
into the vailey that leads down to Great
Slave Lake and from there to the mighty
Mackenzie and the Arctjc.

It is ail mainly as plain as a country-
road to Mr. Rochfort, wbo began to ex-
plore long unexplored reaches of this
mountain land, in the first year of the
piIgrimage to Klondike. It was the
Klondike ru *sh that took himn up from
his ranch in Alberta in 1898; via
Edmonton and the overland death-trai,
stili niarked, as he says, by many a
gloomny relie of the wildest trail-going-
in the history of gold camps. But he
neyer got to the camps of the Yukon.
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Poling up a Rapids on the Findiay River, a Tributary of the Peace.

The Pam--pas
With Photo graphs

AuAirdale Terrier with 40-pound Pack of Steel Drills on Bis Back. Photo Taken
at Fort Graham, on the Pindlay.

)f the Peace-
of Pl Peo ple and Places

Parier Pas Rapids on the Peace, Near Wbiere the Ottertaijoins It.

profoundest popular feature of the Peace
River country, which tbe Canadian
Northern bas just begun to reacli on the
southern edge at Grande Prairie.

"And make it very clear," be said,
"that wben you read in the newspapers
about the Peace River Valey-you are
reading about merehy three smail patches
of arable land that of course every
tourist on the Peace may see if be wants
to. The Pouce Coupe, Grande Prairie
and Spirit River are just about the same
in comparison to the main territory of
the Peace as tbree good-sized rugs
thrown on the floor of a vast skating-
rink."

"'But wliere is tbe great unknown ?"
"North of the Peace. Six bundred

miles west as far as Fort St. John;
nortb, I don't know bow far, thougli 1
spent a good while horsebacking over it."

"As good land as-?
"Better than anything. Stupendous !"
"As to climate, tbough ?"

ýs and the
Iroquois,
big game

at tl

plicitly wnat ut means tw be in the middle
of nowbere froniu a railroad than any
of tbe few tbouisand settiers wbo bave
waggoned uip fromn Edmonton to the
Peace River valîey.

But, cancelling ail the nmerely over-
trail curiosities that migbt interest any
tourist with enougli grit to f ry bacon
among the blac-flies, Roda fort bas seen
rather more than the fringes of the

Frederic Villiers,ý War Correspondent, V
fort Ranch, Near Edmont ham,

from the fur-posts on the north, is now
a modern, hustling town, witb a news-
paper and a Board of Trade; a hundred
miles north of Edmonton, and mucli
more modern than Edmonton was ten
years ago. Some of the old fur-posts
wili become towns and cities; whicb and
wbere is flot yet known to any real
estate wizards. Already the subdivision
manipulator bas been getting in bis fine
work on the site of an ancient fur-
post in the Peace River country. But
as yet there is no farm land for sale.
Homesteading is thie mule. Five years
ago American capxtalists were inquisi-
tive about land for speculative purposes
in that country. But the f ew thousand
settlers wbo have gone in abead of the
railway bave spent no money for land.

Mr. Rochfort spoke of the new trade
route already establisbed by steamer
down the rivers and lakes to the fur-
posts, on down the Mackenzie, where
flour ground at the mnilis of Ve.rmilion
finds a good market at a top.price, and
stilli much lower than it would cost to

lie gain From ail bie said it is obvious that
hinooks whenever the railways begin to thread,
enty of flot only Grande Prairie, Pouce Coupe
tve been and Spirit River, but also the great
ipe and pampas of the 600-mile limit nortbi of
the con- the Peace, something like a new people

will begin to bce in tbis last great west.
dnu" Thank beaven ! As y et tbough. the
sent ob- native red man and t h e balf-breed are
to some not the Lord's anointed in the matter of
tbout a civilization, they bave so far escaped the
bushels speculdator, the land-bog, the get-rih-
ýiat 43/2 quick artist by the land metliod, the
If what subdivision expert and all the other ills
ff Ed- to wbich the West seenus to have f allen

heir since the advent of the railroad.
Edmon- 0f coal, copper, and gold in tbe

shift Rockies, wbere the Findhay, the Peace
farther and the Fraser meet, Mr. Rochfort had
,rai dis- little to say, but rumnour lias it that lie
,anding, told enough to Sir William Mackenzie
nothing to make that big man put efigineers and
,e route influence at bis disposaI.


