
CANADJAN COURIER.

'CIIAPTER XIX.
Courthorue Blunders.

LACE COURTIIOIRN'E Iiid lightly
tlme, for lie usually f ound a spice of
danger stimuiating, and there was in
him an irresponsIbie daring that not in-
frequently served him better than a
wellaid plan. There are aiso men of
bis tyýpe wh.o, for a time at ieast, ap-
pear im'mune from the disasters whieb
follow the one rash venture the prudent
make, and it ýwas baif in frolie and liaif
in malice hoe rode to elverdale dressed
as a prairie fariner in the iight of day,
and forgot ýthat their occupation sets
a stamp lie lhad nieyer rworri upan the
tilýlers of the soil. The saine spirit ini-
A-,,-A 1,; ý- ;- f on.- ir t.wn ni'

There was a tramp of feet out&ide,
and when a big, grim-faced moan lookel
ini at thie door Courtborne decided it
'was time for hlm to effeet his retreat
while it could be doue with safety. Re
knew aiready that thoere were two doors
rro the saloon, and his linger closed on
the neck of a decanter. Nezt moment
it samote the newcomner on the chewt,
and whie bie staggered backwards withi
the fiuid triekt]ýing f rom him, Courthorne
departed through the opposite entrance.
Once outside, hie mounted leisurely, but
nobody caime out fromi the hotel, arnd
shaking the bridie with a littie iaugh
he eantered out of 'the set'tlement.

In the rneanwhie, the other mon eare-
f uily wiped bis garments, and thon
turned to his coeunpauion.

"Now what's ail this about?1" lie said,

¶IOZVO RiEgirl tolti him. The man rumn-o ovor- T'inateti for a minute. bWa, e's
ift the gone, and I don't know that I'm sorry

eobr there wasn't a cireus litre," lie said. 111
e t r figured thero was something not square
t tahe about that fellkw, anyway. Registeredsfcas Guyler frein Minnesota, but I've aeeni

aumhe soieody lilce hMm aauong the boys
cour- froin Silverdale. Guess l'Il flnd out wbon
* i I ride over about the herse, andi thent th lil have a talk -with him quietly."

'Il sg In the meanwhile, the police trooper
t lcoep

1'who had liaudot hlm the paeket i-e-
Cour- turnoti to the outpost, andi. as it hap-

handed. pened, founti the grizzle &i-geant Stuc-
l.- son, wbo ippearati usteonisheti to aee him

hini, though a farmer came upon his
horse.",

The officer nodded. "«I fancy you
are riglit, and the point la this. Thero
were two men, who apparentiy bore some
resembianoe to eachi other, engaged ln
an unilawfui venture. and one of themt
commtits a orime nobodv -belîeved hlm
caApa.ble of, but w-hich would. bave been
less out of keepina with the otber's
eharacter. Then the second man contes
into an inheritance. and leads a Mie
whieh seems to have astonished every-
body -who 'knows, hLm. Now, bave you
ever seen these two men saie by aideV"

"iNo, air." said Stimson. "Courthorne
kept out of our sîlzht >wben he 'could
in Alberta, andi I don't thirk I or any
of thé boys, except Shannon, ever saw
hima for more tban a miinutýe or two.
Now and then we Dasaed Withson on
the prairie or saw hlim fri-oi the tal
but I thin'k I oniy once spoke te hlmi."

'"Well," said the offic-er, " it seemas
to me I had botter get You sent back
to your oid station, where yon can
nulietly-, pidk up the tbreads a gain11.
Wonid the trooper you meeitioned ho
fit te keep au eye on thinga at Silver-
dalo?»

"No one botter, sir," saiti Stimson.
"Then it shall be doue," ai the of-

ficer. "Tho qu.ieter you keep the affair

It wos a week or two later wben
Witbaxn returned to his hoinesteati from
the bridge, wlih woLs alniost eompletod.
Dusk was elosing in, but as bie rode down
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