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Written for The Western Home

F course, you must go,” said
Madge, with an emphatic
nod of her daintily-poised
head as her sister re-read the
one brief sentence on the
ominous slip of yellow paper.

“Aunt Mary very ill. Come at once.”

«If Jack were not off on that hunting
trip,” objected Mrs. Masson, “—— and
the twins with all their sweet lovable
ways are such a handful to manage.”

“Qh, they’re perfect dears and we shall
get alon beautifully,” returned Madge
confidently, for already the plump pretti-
ness of the six-year-old twins had com-
pletely won her heart.

Mrs. Masson with an immaculate
Bobby and Betty, comfortably ensconced
in the back cushions of the big car met
her at the depot that afternoon, and as
she felt the embrace of pink dimpled
arms around her neck she mentally voted
her little nephew and niece the prettiest,
most adorable morsels of humanity in the
whole world.

“Why I love them half to death al-
ready,” she continued as Mrs. Masson
still hesitated.

“We're going to have a perfectly
splendid time, I brought my brushes and
oils along so we can plan delightful little
excursions to the woods.”

“But the twins need such constant

Pro Tem
Monthly By Gertrude E. Forth™

agricultural ambitions. She only knew
that it was “some place” in the country,
which to her spelled isolation, isolation
from everything that meant life, gay
sparkling life. She would never forget
the hurt look in his eyes and as his tall
form swung slowly down the street she
half regretted her wilfulness but pride
kept her stubbornly silent; and now she
had run away from operas and dances
for two whole weeks. It was almost too
good to be true. .

“Oh, Auntie Madge, look at those nice,
white flowers, I want some,” piped
Bobby from the depths of the back
cushions, and as Madge looked across the
flower-decked woodland her own beauty-
loving soul was charmed by the wealth of
bloom that met her gaze, and she was
quite as enthusiastic as her young nephew
to gather the réd and white trilliums that
reared their gay heads here and there.
Had she after all painted the country in
false colors to suit her own selfish ideas?

Almost unconsciously she acted on
Bobby’s proposal to gather the ‘‘nice
white flowers,” and it was not until the
early dusk of evening settled down upon
the landscape that they started homeward
laden with various trophies of the woods.

“We've had the best time,” re-
flected Betty happily as she com;l))a.red
her huge bunch of trilliums with Bobby’s
equally generous one.

Marshal Sir Douglas Haig is here seen congratulating the victorious Canadian troops on

the Western front, on their splendid work
AR

supervision,” demurred the devoted

mother. )

“They are to be reared according to a
carefully chosen sct of hygienic rules
which you will find in a grey book on
the chiffonier.

“It’'s sweet of you to undertake’ the
management, of everything, Madge,’ she
added, beginning to pack her suitcase.

An hour later she was kissing two rosy
faces good-bye, and giving a few parting
injunctions to her pretty young sister.

“See that the malted milk is exactly
the temperature the book. states, and
don’t let Bobby eat orange pulp, just
juice. 1f they show any symptoms ol
illness send for the doctor immediately,
and with “use the car all you like” and a
wave of farewell she was gone._

As Madge steered the big “seven-
passenger”’ down the homeward road she
hegan to think for the first time that
perhaps after all she had assumed a
tremendous responsibility, but a glance
at the two little figures sitting demurely
in the back seat promptly dispelled such
an idea as preposterous. )

Why, they looked perfectly angelic
in their white summery suits angl they
were meekly obedient to - her slightest
wish,

She was glad at the prospect of two

ccks in the quiet, green country. It
would give her time to think. Perhaps
“he had been too hasty in declaring that
‘e would never bury herself alive In

me out-of-the-way nook, and that she
decidedly preferred to remain in the city

il devote her life to art. '

[t had all ended so abruptly in one
foolish quarrel.  She had not even in-
(.uired the particular location of Harry's

in smashing through the German lines.

¢“Please tell us a fairy story,” begged the
twins when precisely at eight o’clock
they were tucked in their little white béls
but before the gallant young prince had
rescued the beautiful princess from a
horrible fate, two pairs of eyes were closed
and two curly heads lay still upon the
pillow. .

Madge had had no opportunity to
consult the grey book, the doctrines of
which she was to follow religiously with
unquestioning obedience. To her dismay
she found that bedtime stories were
in high disfavor. It even hinted at their
disastrous effect on the nerves in after life.

%o there’s blunder number one,” said
Madge. “I wonder what theory it
advances next.” ) i
“The pulp of an orange is_exceedingly
indigestible, children should be given
only the juice,” she read, accordingly
the next morning when two sweet freshly-
clad twins sat down to a carefully pre-
pared breakfast they were gently cautioned
to take only the juice of their orange,
i ut Bobby, with the perversity of child-
hood, much preferred the pulp, and his
offorts to evade his aunt’s pretty brown
eves were fairly successful.

““Let's play Noah's ark,” he suggested
to Betty, who was always his admiring
follower.

Madge consulted her books of directions
and learned that the hours between nine
and eleven were to be set apart for recrea-
tion. So she promptly despatched them
to the upstairs playroom to enjoy life
as only children can. .

“How could Mrs. Stanton misjudge
them so in declaring them the most mis-
chievous voung imps in the neighbor-
hood!” exclaimed Madge, indignantly.
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ON THEIR MERITS ALONE

IHERE must be some good
reason why so many hard-
headed business men, when
requiring insurance for business pur-
poses, apply to The Great-West Life.
“Sentiment ™" has nothing to do with
the choice. The Great-West Policies
| are chosen on their merits alone.

Low rates and remarkably high profit

returns are the reasons. o«

INFORMATION ON REQUEST

THE GREAT-WEST LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY

DEPT. “Q@"*
HEAD OFFICE -

WINNIPEG
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OF CANADA

Money Orders Issued by the-‘
Union Bank of Canada

Are conveniently secured, safely forwarded, md(l)loy
cashed and inexpensive. Issued for any sum up to $50.

at a cost of from 3¢ to 15¢. Pa‘.?'able at any branch
any chartered bank in Canada, Yukon excepted, and in
the principal cities of the United States.

299 Branches in Canada—Over 210 in the West

BRANCHES IN MANITOBA

Baldur, Birtle, Boissevain, Brandon, Carberry, c.m‘nhg.ﬂ"dl'
(Trystal City C};I)r('us River, Dauphin, Deloraine, Glenboro, ota,
Hartney, Hollan , Killarney, Manitou, McCr: , Melita, Minnedosa,
Total Assets over Minto, Morden, Neepawa, Newdale, Ning:ﬂapid ty, Roblin,

$140,000,000 Roland, Russell, Shoal Lake, Somerset, Souris, Strathelair, The Pas,
Deposits over il 10,000,000 Virden, Waskada, Wawanesa, Wellwood, Winnipeg.

Head Office, Winnipeg

i @ GRAIN 8 6

We continue to act as agents for Grain Growers in the looking after
and selling of car-lots of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye and Flax, on com-
mission only. The members of our firm give personal expert service in
checking the grading of cars, and have been frequently successful in
getting grades raised. Liberal advances made at seven per cent interest
on grain consigned to us for sale. Write to us for market information
and shipping instructions.

THOMPSON, SONS & CO.

Grain Commission Merchants

700-703 Grain Exchange

When writing advertisers, pleagse mention The Western Home Monthly
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