THE BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL.

9

THE B. C. SHOW,

To-lay, Tuesday, the summer fair under
thic auspices of the British Columbin Agri
cultural Society was formally opened by
the Premier of the Province, and although
at this writing it is diflicult-to say what
measure of success will crown the ellorts
of the President aund managers, there is
reason to hope and expect that they will
not be disappointed. It is trne that the
show is held earlicr than usual, and that
in consequence specimens of some of the
products which reach perfection at a
somewhat later period will necesearily be
absent, there have been others which have
not previously been- done justice to, for
the reason that their time was over.
There is in nature a law of compensation
which, let us ‘hope, will work satisfactor-
ily in the present case, ana thet what is
wanting will be made up for by what will
Ye shown to be equally attractive and .
portant.

SIR CHHARLES T'UPPER.

Public men of all parties must be heart-
ity sick of the rumors that are continually
heing put in circulation that Sir Charles
Tupper is coming back to Canada to take
the lead in public affairs, ‘Lo those who
do not understand our concerns, or have
nt the most a passing acquaintance with
them, it would appear as if the High Com
missioner in London were the all and in
all of Canadian—can we call it statesman-
<hip?—that he is pissessed of all the po-
litical wisdom aund tact that ever existed
in the Domir n, and that when he dies
all thar was ever known of public martzers
will peri<h with him, ’

Possibly Siv Charles himself thought
that with the death of Sir John Mac-

donald he was the only one left who could

assume the management of affairs, or he
world havesigaified in some unmistakable
wmanuer his disinclination tohave hisname
prrsisteatly thrast befere the public. But
other people have risen who have been
fally equal to the situation, and it would
hie just as well to be borne in mind that,
the late member for Cumberland not
having been required at what some regard
as a erucial period in Canadisn history, it
i time toreaard himi as a back number,
for whom, if his official duties in London
are nnt sutlicient, some British constitu-
voey might, perhaps, open its doors, if he
he reparded on the other side as of the
~ame weight and magoaitude as that at
wit ch cerinin people seem toestimate him.

IFFAIRS IN AUSTRALIA,

It is satisfactory to Le assured, on the
authority of the ageat general in London,
for New Sputh Wales, thay prospects are
oud and that confldence is returniog,
while, as a pledge of the colonial soivency,
he has deposited with London bankers
suflicicnt funds to mesct all payments due
on the public debt during the present
Vear. Itis officially statcd—though this
I 1 statement that wmust be open to
auestion in view of what the experience
has been -that the people belonging to
the country are not in pecuniary diffi.
cultics, but that the adventurers and

the speculators ave the suflerers. Th‘-’l

annvuncement made in the papers of the
different colonies nud the news that has
been received from private sources can-
not be all lies, for there must have been
a vast amount of actual distress and
‘uuﬂ'ering amonz the working and middle
classes which it will take some timeto
remove,

Still, -while not forgetting that the
strikes which prevailed did a tremendous
amount of injury to business and cast a
destructive boomerang among the opera.
tive clugses, it may well be imagined from
experiences with which many of usare
acquainted that much of the misfortune
was brought about through over-specu-
lation in city and suburban lands, Priccs
of properties were rushed up to bursting
poiut, money being borrowed on estatey
right up to the hiltand beyond it. Un.
due inflation was thus given to values by
gpeculators, so that when the panic firat
Decame  felt  the speculators accel-
erated the disaster and. made things
look really worse than ever before.
The people, itis said. are placing their
money in the savings banks, but we can-
not think that, after their experiences
many of them can have much of that
commodity left.

The condition of affairs at, the Antipodes
is of much more interest to us than it wes
a year ago, with the improved means of
communication that there now are. The
opinion of the official agents in London of
the Government of New South Wales is
that, though railways and other public
works .have been built too quickly, the
money has not been wasted, and thereis
something to sho~ for it—the country has
gone ahead, the opening up of a new con-
tinent is flnished and before long Austra-
lia will be as flourishing as ever. Letus
alt hope so.

CROP PROSPECTS.

Some of the Manitoba pepers very
properly deprecate the practice of boom-
ing crop prospects, about which *‘more
ccsitatic nonsense. and enthusiastic non-
sense is written and spoken then is done
in any other country in the world”—and
that to the injury of theprovince. A good
deal of this boomiag, it is said, has come
from eastern government and other
officials, who have made a Yrief trip to
the West. Some of the moitl unreliable
Teports have indeed, cmanated in this way
from Ottawa shortly after the return of
an oflicial person. Reports sent direct
from Manitoba are usually more reliable,
although there has also been a tendency
to overdo the prospects, even with the
more conservative,

To come down to the plain and uva“
varaished facts the Winnipeg Commercial
says thai the prospecr, while good, is
not “‘phenomenal.”  While the average
condition is good—even very good—it
might be better. Some districts have had
too much rain, and crops on low lands
have suffered. Other sections have not
had suflicient moisture, and the straw is
light aud the yield likely to be rather
under than over a fair average. The
general outlook., however, as we have
stated, is promising, and if the crop
n.a. ‘ains its present condition to the
finish, there will be every reason to rejoice,
and nct much room for complaint. ’

CANADA AND HER NI'IGHEBORS.

Recently, a committee of nine farmers
belonging to the county nf Leeds, Ontario,
visited the counties of Jofferson snd St.
Lawrence, New York State, which are
almost immediately opposite to Leeds on
the south of the river which forms the -
boundary dividing the two countriek, The
object was to find out whether or not
American farmers, living under almost the
same natural conditions as themselves,
were any better off under the American
than the Canadian system. From what
we can gather the committce was a
representative one and one worthy of the
confidence reposed in it. These gentlemen
spent three days in their investigation—
a pericd which seems to us to have been.
too short for the purpose;nevertheless
they made a report in effect that the
American farmers similarly interested
pay as much or more for what they have
to buy, and get no more for what they
have to sell than do the farmers whose
interests the committee represented.
Moreover, while lands could be purchased
more cheaply to the South than to the
North of the St. Lawreuce, they were
more heavily mortgaged, they had under-
gone a greater depreciation in value.
during the last ten years, and altogether
the American farmers were worse oft
than those of Canada, despite the special
benefits conferred by the McKianley tariff.

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

Tne Hudson Bay Company recently took
out a suit against Judges Chauveau and
Joanette, of Quebec, for $18,000, the value
of the furs seized by the latter on the
ground of their having been obtained out
of season.

IN a recent issuc we spoke of the exten-
sive coal miners’ siurike in Great Britain, -
which has thrown something like & half
million people out of work, and there ap-
pears to be no prospect of a scttlement. Is
it to be supposed that what has happened
here, in the United States and in the
Mother Country is but the beginning of"
further troubles and disasters?

How SEVERE has been the atrain put
tpon the banks in the U. S. may be
Jjudged by the following statement of af-
fairs of twenty-nine National Banks in
New York City on June 25, 1892, and July
12,1863 : :

1892, 18933, :
Loaus.ciceeannnans ..-8234,396,600  $211,832,609
Depositsecieciciecnns - 311,575,900 199,157,100
Surplus..ccee cevecen . 49,091,300 27,314,100

PREMIER SIR JoRN THOMPSON Is ex-’
pected soon 1o retura to his country from
Paris, having finished what he bad to do
in conneetion with the sealing arbitration,
the decision in which will, it is expected,
be shortly announced. There have been
predictions made as to what the out-
come is likely to be, but one of them has
been pro British’'and the other pro Ameri-
can, thé former specalation having
apparently the most graoundwork on which
to base it.  Still we do not propose to an-
ticipate and shall reserve commeat until
the official declaration is wade.



