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Poetep.
ONENESS OF THE CHURCH.

a———

O11, would that all the church wero cae, ,_.B:cforo tho cyes of

men .
As bere) on carth, it onco was, and abovo must boagnin ;-

Ob, whnta |i;ilht for hicaven to sce, fobfinyels 10 bekold ,
Aud oh, what beaverdy truths it then would visibly unfold!

*T'wonld show tha church with Christywag one, that Christ
wen ono with God, - A,
Tlmb Joc:gl was tho sont Ono, to redcdm-that church with

l B -~

Ono f~ith, goo Lope, ons Lord confussed, *twonld witness
unto mon,

Thay one, o’en Chriat, our Master was, and wo yyero
Lrethren,

Rotthen tho mark at which the world,: could point in
igned amazo—
Whilo wondoring which eould b the Hght of-all tho dif-
But fopaiog o aalted band—one bappy fami
ut foryning one unit nd—one lap mily—

"Twauld siow our blessed Lond along tao lfo, tho truth,
tho way 1 .

Ob, then the joy of cach would be the heartfelt joy of all—

The lﬁlflicr of onowould causo tho tear from overy one to

‘One common object, end, and aim, esch bosom then
would move,

£ud mako a wondering world exclalm, “ Sco how theso
Clristians love.” v, - -

F¢ this our Jesus Jied, thag hem :"" 8:2 all-inan.,
Anq ol tweet thonght: uls wil gha e

{*-yet In earthi or hea.
- ven bodone;
If sajuts Lis blessed voico o= carth, shall still refuso to
car,
In glory ‘twill bo otherwise—{Lere’s no divisionthero !
Butoh, our oycs would fuin c'en now that blesscd oneness
sec

Nor waft until tho happy time, when wo with Christ shall
In contrast to the world, wo'd joy to scz the church now

one,
That lo‘;lho wiil of Christ might here, as in tho heavens
one.

O blessed Jesus, Son of God, beliold thy charch below,
And bid tho healiog streams to hier in living freshness

flow

Togeher bind thy scattered church, and make her truly
one,

Thy purchased bride, cspoused to thee—to thee, dear

lord, alone!
—Epircopal Itecorder.

Religloug fRigccltany.
SUPRNATURALISM, MILLERISM, AND SPIRITUALISY,
NOT PROTESTANTISAL

Two @ases have recently occurred, one in Germa.
ay and one in New Ilaven, which, from their strik-
ing similarity, as well as from the peculiar religious-
peychologiesl rbcnomcna by which they have been
attended, should receive tie thoughtful attention of
all in any wiso concerned in the care of souls. Jn
Loth instances, the scene was the bosom of a religious
socicly, whose leaders pretended to have received
special internal revelations from God.  In each case,
tho * prophets,”” as thuse who clainied such revela-
tiony, called themselves, aszerted tho right to sus-
pend human laws 2nd ovgn divina preeepts in obes
dionce 1o the mandates which they maintzined wero
revasled in the chambers of their own souls. It is
difieult to deny that they wero in one sense sincero.
However much the delirium in which theso visions
wore heard wero originally of their own croation, it
bad become, aa deliriian tremens is to tho man who
at first madg bLimself voluntarily drunk, to wrought
mto (heir %tcm as to be convulsive, if not irrecist-
ible. Inthe New Haven cate, the particulars of
which aro fresh in our readers’ memory, though tho
mvestigation was not conducted by mon of the high-
wat akill vr most mature expericnco, this opinion was
ssoetioned by tho verdict of a jury. In the German
e=2s, the most experienced psychological physicians

united in the- position that tho delusion, whatover
miglit bAvo-boen - its-origin, had Onally becomo in-
voﬁmt.ury. An-the-Inttor cuso, tha partiea had join.
cd a scot called the ** Aportulic Bapttsal Cummu.
hity," which is n rort of composition. botween the
Goruian Anabaptists and the [rsingites.  'Lhoir
tuinistry is divided into apostles, prophots, evangel-
isty, shephords, und deacons ; all distinguished by a
special nbstume.  ‘Lhoy pretend to #pbe Ll oand i
raculous communicaticas of the Divine will, which,
however ey mny bave beon origiually fuigned,
ave in juuny caxes assumed the indivputable type
of cataleptiv cestacies. In theeo tho patients speuk
sth what aro-called unknown tengues, and prophe.
ay. Itso bappenod that at onu of their meetings
two of tho mimsters received, as thoy declured, o
direct supornatural conumnand to Lill une of their as-
sacintes, and then to Bring him to Xfo again. The
first injunction they exccuted, but faifed in the
sccond. *~'Tho question of their responsibility being
submitted to wedical exwuinttion, Dr. Franz, a
very distinjzuished psychologist, came to the conciu- o
tion that their moral senso had becomo g0 utterly
corroded as $0 mnko porpetual confinergont inva mad-
hiouse tho only disciplino to which they could pro-
perly be sabjected. .
Nyow, to what aro thosa phonomena:to be traced ?
To Protegtantism, as one ¢ 25 of thinkers is hut too
ready to say. We approboud nt,.for Protcstantisin
is emphatically a roligivn with s written and positive,
a3 distinguished from an emotional and fexible,
crecd. it not rather in the departure from Pio~
testantivm that wo may find the origin of theso
weluncholy excesses? Rt us traco them, for ia
stance,’ to their source, by those steppingstones
which #o often enablo us to follow the Progress of an
error from its- inception to its close. "Take, fur
instance, such a case as that of the Rey. David Aps. -
ten, whoso gad bistory is so touchingly told by Dr.
-Bprague in bl lato 1mpértatt ®ork™ Mr. Austen
began as an orthodox Presbyterian clergyman, and
wus warked, not only by bis purity of lifs and bis
talents, but by bis great efficiency as o pastor and
ivfluence as a preacher. Gradaallyy boworer, the
objective sido of revelativn Legan.to sink in his esti-
wation, and the subjective to beeome exaggerated.
Ho had visions which overrodo tho written word.—
Tho Lord has been pleased, ho said, to deposit in
bis breast the secrot of His coming. This and other
revelations, Mr. Austen soon began to proclaim with
serene confidence and with startling effect.  He
fixed an actual day, in which he said ths event was
to take place. Crowds attended, and an excitemnent
followed, which, if it did not cost others their reason,
at least cost him: his. Lhe fact that tho sun -set
calinly on the predicted day, did not shake his con-

1 fidence.  ** The bour on tho dial-plate,” ho said,

* may bave been mistaken ;" but it was nono the
less true that the sun of the Divine Omniscicaco
poured its infalliblo light on the disc of Lis soul,
opening to it those mysteries which tho sublime jma-
gery of tho Apocalypse conceals. ‘Ihe Jews wero
to form an important clement jn the .approaching
catastrophe.  They were to colleet, he wes assured,
at New Uaven, preparatory to their migration to the
loly Land. 1o proceeded there to buy wharves as
a dupot for their cinbarkation. Being a man of
cousiderable property, ho obtained credit and bought
four times as much lund as he.could pay for. Then
cume a crash, which ended with his arrest and iing
prisonincut.  When ho at last emerged, it was only
as a broken bearted, as well as a deranged 1an,
whoso wclancholy office it was to hover, during the
remninder of his sad and long lifo, as a ghost over
the grave of his dead usefulress.

Now, is it sayiog too much for us o atuibute
thess and similar cases of supposed supernatural
inspiration to that introversion of tho spir:tual and
intullectual powers which makes personsl emotions
ard expericoces the subject first of tendet narsing
and then of fatuous idolatry 2 ** Come, lot us look
" at this sensibility of mine I”? cries the outhusiast, as
bo Efts it up in the air and: pondors over it admi-
ringly. Tho consequenco is, that his_pereeption of
bis cmotions, o3 all introveried porctptions are,
bocomes exaggorated and confused. We-all bave
familiar illustrations of this in tho way in which
when wo turn the porceplive powers foward on a

e

lost wemory—e. g., tho epellivg of & loat word—the

moro wo think about it, the further off wo get. The
very foct of introversion scoms to parnlsze our
powers.  Suppose, for instance, the public speaker,
while in the full fow of caruest thought, Gnds bis
consciuusncss suddenly turned in upen hunself. Tho
moment ho thinks of Admself, ho losca his balance.
This is very forcibly oxprossed by the Itev. T. C.
Townsend, late of Trnity Hall, Cumnbridgo, in his
vory curious work on Meamerism.

* Any admiatury of (L intruspectivo conscious.
uess, dotracts from tho perfection of one’s nequired
and babitual inotions, as much as it spoils the free.
dom and bold expaosion of eur thoughts, OF this
wo tay soon convinco ourselves. Though generally
inscusibly er'the act of breuibiug, we may, by atten.
tion, becomo awaro of the pro.ces.  What follows?
An inmediat. cengo of wi.cusinena and interruption
of that regular mutjon which svemed to go on well of
itself. Again, that wialting of the oye, whareby the
organ is healthily preserved, becomes a torment, if
wo think about it.  Again, too, overy n<icisn mwst
hava felt that when ho has learned to play a picco
of musiv by heart, if ho thivks about the direction
‘of bis fingers o plays fulse. Lot him t ot to the
simplo memorial consciousness of bis physical being,
and be does not err.

It is hore that the supernaturalist diffors from the
ortbodox Protestant. Yhe latter subjects tho inter-
nal emotion to Seripture ; tho former subjects Scrip-
ture to the internal emution. 'Cho heart'is, at beat,
a dangerous prison-houxe, whose inmu tes the former
visits to worship; tho Iatter to’scourg s. The super-
natutalist’s religion becomes finally alnos: one of
"introversion. Whatover dov.tional eonsciousncss Lo
may haye had, be exaggerates so much thia morbid
self iuspection, that it beconesa fanaticism, of whioh
.8 a liiad of progshical hiccups, bo cannot bo cared,
“until-he ldses tis self-consciousneds. It is not then
io Drotestantism, whizh is tha religion of a written
cude, that we are to'l nd the origin of sueh-excossea.

Thero is a practical result in all this which can
hardly bo too earnestly urged upon clergymen and
al! who have the charge of souls. Lot tho cnergics
of the soul be pointed outwerd, not fnward. Escopt
for tho uecessary purpose of self exominstion, let the
work of introspection bo rigorously discountenanced.
Let thero bo 5o encourngemerit given to tho study
of personal sensations and emotions, nor let tho in-
quirer bo seat to look into his heart to ponder over
them, if bo has them, and to inspect their faces as
tie dial-plates on which is written the Divine will.
Tor oven faith itself, like breathing, the moment it
becomes tho subject of morhid introspection, becomes
unsteady.  But let the Christion bo exbosted to
'Eress right upward and right onward in prayor to

is God, and in unselfish Iabor for bis fellowmen.
—&piscopal Recorder.

N e Yt Nt NS AL WA AL AN .
THR DIVINE ENOWLEDGE.

Knowledgo in the Deity is all direct, and is not
mediate Bko finite knowledge. Knowledgo in the
Deity, wo say, is all immediate, and therefore por-
fect. The Deity knows il things, net by any finite
media, but by immediate pereeption. Lo necds not
tho light of tho ese, no: the hearing of the car, nor
hands to haudle, nor any clemental or organie
media. Al things are naked and open unto Him.
And therefore David said, ** O Lord, Thou hass
searched and known me. Thou knowest wy down-
sitting and mino uprising, Thou understandest my
thoughts afar off. Thero is not a word in my tongue.
butlo, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogethar. f? I
ray, Suroly the darkpees skall coter we, oven the
night shall be light about me, Yea, the darkness
Lideth ot from ‘Thee ; but the night ghineth as the-
day ; the darkoess and tho ight are both alike to
Thee.” Ps. cxxxix.

God Almighty gave existenco to all finito things,
and He gives efficicocy to all the faculties of finito
beings ; and thereforo cannot ieced their belp; ad
finito"cexistonco foust nceds bavo existed etornally
and poteatially in Him ; and all fnite facultics con-
tain aclear adumbration of His own infinite perfee-
tions. ¢ Yet thoy ssy, The Lozd shall rot sae,
neitber shall the God of Jacob regard- it. Uhdor-
stand, yo brutish among tho pecple ;-and yo fools,
wheo will yo.bo wise? He that planted the esr,
.sball ko not hoar; he that formed the oye, shall he.
not see? Mo that texchoth man knowledge,. shall
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