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THE PIGEON RIVER LUMBER COMPANY.

The splendid illusteations shown herewith
represent the properties of the Pigeon River
Lumber Company, of Port Arthur, one ot the
most up-to-date saw mill establishments in the
country. The company was organized in the
year 1897 by a party of Wisconsin capitalists,
Mr. D. ]J. Arpin being president, and Mr.
William Scott secretary-treasurer. A splendid
plant was erected as speedily as possible on a
site of thirty acres right along the shores of
Thunder Bay at the head of Lake Superior,
and work was commenced in the carly part of
1go1, operations having been continued ever
since with remarkable success. The site i3 all

of the site near to ng grain elevator. It is
a two-storey building 140 x 30 feet, equipped
with two double ¢ itting bands, resaw, heavy
gang cdger, slab slashers and trimmer. A lath
mill and a shingle mill are attached, both be-
ing well equipped.

The boiler room is a large stone annex
equipged with six boilers, four of them 16 x 72;
two engines and an electric light plant. A
machine shop and filing room are attached.

The planing mill is situated about two hun-
dred yards further east. It is 300 x 73 feet in
dimensions and is equipped with six planers,
moulding machines and surfacer.

The capacity of the saw mill,

lath and

him indispensable for their successful continua-
tion of opcrations.

During the past spring Mr. Scott has had
the power plant of the saw mill increased by
the addition of two new boilars and one engine.

SPRUCE AND BALSAM LATH AND SHINGLES.

In answer to a subscriber who asks our
opinion as to the value of spruce and balsam
for lath and shingles, we would say that spruce
makes fairly good lath, and when Iarge blocks
ithat are sound and clear of knots, shakes or
heart, good common shingles. Balsam will
not make shingles tor roofing, but shingles
made from balsam might do very well for side
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that could be desired by the most exacting of
mili owners, covering as it does the shore of
the lake for a distance of several hundred
yards, possessing a gradual slope towards the
water and being tavored by the most perfect
transportation facilities both by water and rail.
The main lines of the C.P.R. and C.N.R. rn
right through the company's property and
afford splendid connections with the prairie
martkets. A little to the east is presented the
local markets of the growing towns of Port
Arthur and Fort William.

The company deal extensively in white pine,
their supply being drawn from 40,000 acres of
heavily timbered land in and around the Rainy
River sections of both Ontario and Minnesota,
all the logs cut being towed across the Inke to
the bay in front of the mill. Some idea will
be gathered by the reader of the extent of the
cut when it is known that on the day of the
writer's visit the company had a boom on
hand which the manager, Mr. Scott, estimated
at fully ten million feet.

The saw miill is <ituated on the extreme west

shingle mills are all given for a period of twen-
ty hours, as they are run night and day, the
figures being as follows: Saw mill, 250,000
feet ; 1ath mill, 25,000 ; and shiagle mill, 23,-
ooo. This vast output is all marxeted in Man-
itoba and the Territaries s far wast as Regina,
although the company are beginning t> turn
their attention to the eastern markets. Their
specialty is white pine, which constitutes go
per cent. of the output, red pine representing
the balance.

Mr- William Scott, the sccretary-teeasurer,
hails from Grand Rapids, Wisconsin, and has
becn directly connected with the lumber busi-
ness since commencing work as a boy. He
has eantire charge of the mills, together with
the selling and marketing of the stocks, and it
is undoubtedly due to his ability and shrewd-
ness of management that the company have
been so successful in their operations. He is
encrgetic, and possessing as he does the tact
to obtain the best wark from the company’s

~ employees, without lasing their good will, it is

not to be wondered at that the company find
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walls i’ well painted to protect them from the
weather.  Balsam is not considered altogether
satistactory for fath, as it is likely to_be shaky
and slivery when dry and be liable to split and
twist when nailed on the wall. It is, never-
theless, manufactured in himited gquantities.
For durability under mortar balsam is all right.
There is no difference in the price of spruce
and balsam lath, current quotaiions being S2
at the mill for 174 inch No. 1, four feet in
length.

EXTENSION OF PREFEREI\TIAL TARIFF.

The Governor-General has approved of an
order in Council adding the Cape of Good
Hope, Natal, Orange River, the Transvaal and
Southern Rhodesia to the list of British colonies
entitled to the benefits of the British preferen-
tial taciff in Canada, dating from 1st of July,
instant. This isin return for the prefercnce
extended by the South Atrican Customs Union
Convention to Canada.  Qur exports to British
Africa last year amounted to approximately
St,000,000.




