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place, while man's free will remains
intael.  Jonathan Fdwards helievaed
in the fivst of these -Gol’s electing
power : but he conld net armouise
with that election the trath of min's
free will. Welll we cannot har-
wotise them either ¢ we can ounly
believe they are in perfect harmony.
We cannot measure the power of
(Rod, s0 we must grope owr way into
this mystery by means of faith.

The other paradox revealed in the
doctrine of Blection is that, while
God has chosen His people to eternal
life, the Redemption of Christ s
suflictend, for all, and God's offer of
salvation is for all.

For all practical purposes, then,
Calvinist and Avminian are ab one.
There are only man-made barrviers
whieh divide them- barviers erected
it our ignorance because we cannob
grasp the whole truth of God.  The
doelrine is for believers, not. for un-
believers: for helievers, to assure
them of their final salvation.
Spurgeon says that if any are pre-
vented from coming to God by the
doctrine of Klection, then it is be-
cause false teachers have stuffed up
the windows of their prison with old
rags hiding from them the infinite
love of God. The doctrine of Elee-
tion presents us with two paradoxes;
but they are only paradoxes beciuse
of the himited nature of our vision.
The Christian, Faith, as Bacon has
shown, is full of paradoxes which
are in perfect harmony in the omnis-
cient mind of God.

C. Further, we have the doctrine
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of God the Father in relation to the
work of Redemption.

1. E 6, He hath made ur aceepl-
od in the Beloved.”

2. 1L 5, ¢ He halh quickened ux
together with Christ.”

3. 118, He grants us wnlvation :
“For by gruce are ye saved through
faith, and thad not of yourselves it
is the gift of od. This is the firsi
meaning of the word *grace” iu
this wonderful epistle. 1t means
here God’s divine power granling us
salvalion through Josus Christ.

The obher meaning is Gods divine
power enabling us Lo advance in the
spiritual life. And 1 think it will
be found that, from these two roots,
branch out all the meanings of this
wonderful word.

D. God ihe Father in relation 1o
Sanctification.  Here we  have the
second theme of  thee epistle  the
sanctification of the individual in
whiel the three Persons of the God-
head arve ciually engagel. Whal a
wealth of power the lebier reveals as
being placed at the believers dis-
posal to enable him to grow in grace.
Surely we Christians are nof, fully
alive to our privileges! God the
Father enables the heliever to grow
in grace by aiding him in two wags:
by His own indwelling ; and by His
gifts.

These gifts may be divided into
three main classes : life, power and
spiritual -insight.

1. T 22, We are told that be.
lievers are © huilded together for an
habitation of God _through the
Spirit.”




