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Tue PLack Brivisn AMERICANS HAVE Wox
N Hisvory,—A Lecture delivered at
mer, L
February, 1866, by Henry J, Morgan, cor

responding member of the New York is
torical Society.

C, on Thursday evening,

In the last number of the Bee we re
marked upon the claims to Listorieal fame,
put torth by Mr. Morgan in his leetare, on
behalt of the Britislh North Awmericans (1)
therein pamed.  Touday we propose to in
quire, and find out, if possible, what the
conditions are, which in the estimation of
the distinguished lecturer, entitles a person
to the glory of being an American Brittisher
Most men hold the orthodox that
being born in a stable does not coustitute
children colts, or when grown,
though it is undoul
persons born in noble
out mules and usses, M o
is magniticently independent of uxioms, and
lays it down squarely that it a papoose
opens his blinkers to the sun in Dritish
Ameriea, though he be the offspring of
a German emigrant on his way to Hlinois
or the son of & British soldier liere to-day
and gone porrow, or the seed of un
Ethiopian run-a-way from the South, or
the progeny of a peripatetic mountebank
come to fileh our cash, he is to all intents
and purposes s British American, and, ergo,
if such child should afterwards become fa
mous—or inturnous—British Americans take
the glory or the shame,
quence whatever that the progenitors were
aliens, or that they removed betore the
sicaniny had well learned Lhow to suck : L
lunl first filled his lungs and ugituted his
diaphragm with the magic sir of OUsnada,
sud must, perforce, be indebted to that
happy circumstance for his after greatness,
Nuy wore, the British American need not
even have been born in British Ameriea, or
born of British American parents, possibly
not born at all ; it is enough that he squint
ed at us as a full grown tourist, a famous
English engineer, a celebrated geologist, a
distinguished Governor, or, if you please, a
first-cluss nerobat! By the same rule, as he
proceeded westward, he became a Michi
ganer; eastward, a whittling Yankee ; south
ward, an all-fired * old chevalry™ wan, and
porth, an Esquimaux. The rule is, we
must say a very Catholic and generous one,
for by it the merits of greatuess may be
appropriuted to all the nations of babbling
mother earth.

Seven cities tad in the fame of Homer,
and elaimed each, to  ve given him birth ;
but the world did not ©. n understand the
rganic theory for wini ing pluces in his
tory, else they never would huve quarrelled
about such a trifle,  Why | by the celebrity«
made-easy system of our erudite leeturer,
combined with Lis patent general-appropri
ation plan, we convert every soldier of dis
tinetion who ever trod our soil from Wolte,
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and every sucak from Doyle of the New
York Herald, into British Americuns. More
than that,—we may claim the Prince of

Wales, Prince Altred

who each gave us

wd Prinee Napoleon

A peep, as Canadians

We could ennmerate scores of cinment men

who, having to brace their nerves,
shoot our deer
our waterfalls
cluded on the roll of our celebrities
Seward and the naturalist Audubon
in Quebee u few years ago : General Grant
wis there last summer, and George Peabidy
was lately in St. Catherines I
they are British Awerieans
#s visible as that Mr. Morgan is a great
man—in his boots, A British Awerican is
a man who lives in British Awerien.  The
buke of Neweastle lived in British Ameriea
(atew days) ergo, he was a British American
Deny that who can! Wen pursue
the subject, nor give illustrat m the
lecture which all can read for themselves;
but if any one prefers taking onr word on
trust, we tell him that * the British Amer
icuns who have won places in history™ are
all of them about as much entitled to the
distinetion of being British Americans, as
they are to that of being historical chars

ers, and at the very least, as much as Mr
Morgan is entitled to the eredit of writing
English
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the American Governmont towards Fonian

Leader, speaking «t

¢ course taken by

ism, says

* Those who fostered the noxious plant
until it « to do
harm cannot be held innocent of the eftects
which it has of late been the cause of pro
ducing

itained  strength enough

w we would respectfully ask of our big

contemporary whether he clearly remem
bered that it was & * noxious plant” he
had before mentioned when he went on to
deseribe it as obtaining ** strength enongh
" We rather think

was running on the story of the man who,

to do harm his mind

to his sorrow bronght up a yonng lion in

id

Lis hous At least we are very sure

| of this, that it is not customary to talk of

plants being allowed to obtain strength

'wl
the

enongh to do harm,  We might also
haps, lint to the Leader that to talk of *

effects which it has been the cauve of pro

ducing” is & very cumbersome, not to say
blundering forin of expression.  Would not
“the effects which it has produced™ do just
as well, and be a great deal better,

Riaur—It has been suggested that instead

Lof suspending the Hubeas Corpus Act, w

every statesnan from Lord Durlimg, every {

engiveer from Stevenson, every visitor from
Dickens, every correspondent from Russell,

l

eateh the Fenians, who * live and move and
have their beans™ in our midst, the Legisla-
ture might have more properly suspended
the Fenians wlready canght, and the rest
would very probably suspend their treason-
able practices for a time. A good sugges-
tion this,
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ased to observe that an old cus

cat men of ancient times is |

revived by the great men of mo
that

s, their rending theicown

for the public There is nothing in the
pra ¢ to object to, but everything to
« uend, for the author of a povm, essa
I, as the ease may be, is supposed
able duly to emphasise and

‘ rit of the produet "
tl ader.  Home his
great epie, the Hliad, throug! ly
es of Greeee, and in breathing into it the
noble spirit in which it was eonceived, no
don interest

. invested it with a peculiar
resder could )
awaken, with equal force, in nds of an
At the present time Mr. Charles
Dickens, who, while refusing to read for the
Queen, to the
oerity with a display of
powers, is raising oite a furere in En
T'his very day I was pleased to discover that
a certain City editor from the East end
8 groat udably entered the
avoeation ol trumpete interpreter to
Lis own articles, and that henceforth he will
not only write, but read them for the publio,
The productions are novel and abstruse, and
as the sheet that contains them is obsoure,
they meet the publie gaze To
have them read, then, by the author, will
be a blessing. The discovery was purely
accidental

I was going down Sussex street,
and in an archway I observed

that

no subsequent

the n

anditory

condescends honor

his elocuti

man—has | on

seldom

| a gentle

with a newspaper in Lis hand | Lis facial
abdactors were in vielent motion, and his
head ever and anon bowed forward, like

that of a painted mandarin in a grocer's

window Ou taking s close look 1 dis-
covered it to be our friend, t}
reading in & most marked, and

emphutic manner his morning a

in such elogquent style that his sole auditor,

our much respected tellow-citizen of the
Streets Department, Mr, Thos. Kon-e-lon,
wis entranced to the ground, with look

intent and lips apart, which latter permitted
freely the Heliconian deanght thut flooded

on them to descend uninterrupted to his
vearning bowels.  On sabsequent enguiry
I have lenrned that archiway display was
simply an experiment, and that your Daly
St contemporary intends shortly to read Lis
editorials in the lecture room of the

chanies’ Institute. The Confederation series

will be the tiest, and for these the members
1

of the Government, [ learn, sre already
furnished with tickets,  The Hou, Johin A
MeDonald is expe 1 to preside at the

opening of the rem e treat will be

and may

ng

noth

" me
from being present, for | love

to take & step trom the ridiculous to the

rare one, g prevent

ceasionally

sublime

Bravery.— Why are Robinson & Rowsell
supposed to be very brave men !  Because
they ean face a dozen regimental couts
without ever flinching.




