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Ottawa, April 24—That no contractor 

suffer loss is the policy of Hon. J, 
p. Hazen, according to evidence given 
to the commons public accounts com
mittee today. Application of the prin- 
ciple was Worth at least $10,000 to the 
^Pacific Construction Company. That 
the auditor-general does not si 
■view of Mr. Hazen was also 
strated to the committee. / " -?

Four firms tendered to build a buoy 
station at Prince Rupert and the con
tract was awarded to January 1911, to 
"the Pacific Construction Company. They 
Started work, made progress and at their 
[own request changes were made in the 
.specifications to allow them to use 
shapes of iron they had, instead of those 
planned. The chief engineer specified 
/that the changes were to involve the 
government to no extra expense.

A year after they got the contract the 
Company complained that the work was 
Costing more than they expected and 
.asked the minister of marine for relief, 
saying that if they completed the work 
,at the contract price they would be in 
•the hole about $10,000.

The minister of marine instructed his 
engineers to make inquiries as to the 
cost of this work and when the , chief 
engineer wrote the instructions for in- 
iquiry to the Victoria agency he stated 
in his letter: “It is the policy of the 
government to protect contractors from 
losses in the performance of work.”

“I suppose the minister makes the 
policy of the department?” said William 
iChisholm, of Antigonish, who was con
ducting the case for the Liberals.

The chief engineer, who was being 
examined, said that the minister was

Pressed by Mr. Chisholm and Mr. 
zKytc, the chief engineer said he believed 
that it was good policy to secure con
tractors from loss to carrying on their 
Contracts, because a contractor who was 
losing money .was likely to skimp his 
work in order to avoid loss,

“But you have plans and specifications 
of what the work is to be and inspectors 
to see that it is properly done, have you 
not?” asked Mr. Chisholm.

The chief engineer admitted that this 
was so, but that in many cases the in
spectors were not competent. He ad
mitted that to the case of the Prince 
Rupert work the inspector was thor
oughly competent, being an engineer.
Pressure Brought to Bear.
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Apply to Robert Armstrong, Banjes- 
ville, Kings CO, N. B. 10887-6-6 s.w.
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The agency at Victoria which had 
been instructed to examine the Prince 
Rupert job for extra work reported that 
they could only find $600 worth that 
could be so classed. Having failed to

:
/ Moncton Building.Boom.

It is reported from Moncton that aj&sas®£
togs held over from 1918, permits have

000. Several private dwellings are to be 
pot-up, ami there are many projected 
additions and extensions to present 
houses, both private and business.

AiUW

agony)—Now I have done it. .But it

KMMStgtiS

Taken bichloride? X 
Wife—Bichloride? No. I put a two- 

cent stamp on a postcard.—Columbia 
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Sid Sunday—Strs Durango, Liverpool; 
Rappahannock, London.
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HAVEY—At Stewiacke, Cold 
(S. S ). to Dr. and Mrs. H. B. 
8 son, Clinton Bernard Havey.

m masked that instead of being paid the con
tract figure and compelled to take a 
loss they be paid the amount they had 
expended to doing the work and an ad
ditional ten per cent, for depreciation of 
plant.

On March 6 the deputy minister of 
marine wrote declining to vary the con
tract. Pressure was-put on. Col. Sam 
'Hughes, for some reason, Interfered by 
letter and telephone on behalf of the 
contractors. Messrs. Barnard and Clem- 
etns, two British Columbia members, 
were heard from. On the very day that 
the letter of refusal went forward, a 
telegram was despatched from Ottawa 
directing the Victoria office to make an
other examination of the Prince Rupert 
job. As a result an orderein-eeuncil 
was made by the government for pay
ment to the Pacific Construction Com
pany of upwards of $10,000 for extras. 
The money was paid.

It appears that the payment was a 
violation of regular practice which re
quires the approval of the auditor- 
general to be obtained for such pay
ments. The auditor-general demanded 
an explanation, which did not appear to 
satisfy him, and he refused to approve 
of the government’s action. However, 
the contractors had the money.

In his examination, the chief engineer 
admitted that wtih the possible excep
tion of $1,500 worth o# work there was 
no justification to pay the contractors 
for extras. It was also shown, during 
the examination, that the government 
had bought piaqt and equipment from 
the Pacific Construction Company and 
paid about $9,000 for it. The sçcond 
hand stuff cost the company only $10>* 
000 when it was new. It was bought 
without consulting the purchasing agent 
of the department and to spite of Hi* 
protest, when he learned what waa pro
posed, that the stuff was not required 
and the price extravagant. Again, hSffV 
ever, the company got the mone£. Yf1

For some reason Mr. Hazen appears ta 
have a soft spot in his heart for this 
company. The inquiry is not yet con
cluded.
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Southampton, April 28—Md, str Au- 
sonla, Montreal. '

Dublin, April
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Saunders, both of St. John, by Rev. B. renti^New Yort A™’
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— ■- . ■ ■ torlan, St John ; Dominion, Portland.
DEATHS Plymouth, April 24—Ard, str Olympic,

.>• Nctv York.
Plymouth, April 24—Sid, str Tunisian, 

Montreal.
April

Montfort^London for Montreal, 178 miles 
southeast at 6 p m.

Manchester, April 28—Sid, str Man
chester Exchange, St John direct

Lizard, April 36-Prased, str Shenan
doah, St John for London. **

Brow Head, April 2

Letitia, St John for Glasgow.
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McBETH-a West St.t John, on 22nd 
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EUsworth and Cynthia McBeth, feU
dS <"eP ln Irsus, aged 8 years and 9
months.
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\VARING-On the 20th tost., at KU-

itegy (eonn.), George H. Waring,. Sr, 
d8ea oo years.
VW u"**^4 Barnsvilte/ on the 19th tost,
Mary E. Hay, widow of the late David 
”®y, jr., in her 68th year, leaving three
brothers and two sisters to mourn.

TRACEY—In this city, on the 24th 
~st" Catherine, widow of Patrick 
I racey, leaving three daughters and one
SOn to mourn. •

BEI,YEA—At the residence of her Mobile, April 21—Sid, schr Annie F 
, grandfather, John Roberts; Saturday, Conlon, New oYrk; Ctiia F, Matanzas. 

;,V.r;1 -,6’ Evelyn Forester Belÿeà, eldest New York, April 28—Ard, strs Mau- 
Cluld of Spafford B. and Jennie B. Bel- .cetemia, Liverpool; Philadelphia, Soxrtfc, 

of 146 St. John street, west, aged ampton.
“teen years, leaving besides her loving Boston, April 21—Ard, schr Eskimo, 
parents, two sisters and a Brother. ' Apple River (N S) ; Helen, Tueket (N 

n»fe in the arms of Jesus. S).
Old 21st, str Anna; Creverie (N 8) ; 

schrs Annie, Salmon River (N S) ; R

tie Leaf, Advocate Harbor (N 
Maxwell, Walton (N S).

New Haven, April 28—Ard, schr Or
leans, Weymouth (N 8).

Gloucester, Mass, April 28—Ard, schr, 
Jennie A Stubbs, St John. :

Vineyard Haven, April 28—Ard Schrs 
Margaret May Riley, New York;, Percy 
C, do; Moama, Perth Amboy.

New York April 28—Sid, schr Arthur 
M Gibson, Fredericton (N B).

Eastport, April 26—Ard, sch John A 
Beckerman, Philadelphia. .

Vineyard Haven, April 26—Sid, sclis 
Francis Goodnow, New York; Ann J 
Trainor, do; Arthur M Gibson, Freder
icton; Jennie S Hall, Eastport.

New York, April 26—Ard, sdh W B A 
W L Tuck, St John; Jost, Shad River 
(N S); Margaret May Riley, Hattie.H 
Barbour, Jennie A Stubbs, St John; 
Géorgie Pearl, Liscombe (N S); A j
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