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oronation Chair
And Its History

A Strangely Intevesting-Story ‘of the ** The Stone of Destiny”~The Curiously
Unique Treasure Which-Gives a Sort of Ganny Romance to the Chalr
in Which George-V. Will Be Growned

It is a strangely interesting story,
Rhe storyief the chair in whieh King
jGeorge V. Wil be crowned at Wast-
{minster Abbey M June next. Its au-
fthentic history carries us back to the
time when Scotland had her own
fkings, and. Scone'was ationce the
[Windsor and the-coronatiom. West-
|minsten Abbey: of the:country. The
[palice remains’one of the most ih-
feresting places in the nelghborhood
of Perth; but.no permission is grant-
ed to visit'the house or grounds, and|
[one must be content with the Views|
ifrom the banks of the Taywabove the
fNorth Inoh ahd the higher grounds
n the ‘western side of the oity.

Among other relics whioh it con-
ins is & bed used by James VI, and
other ‘with habgings -of flowered
rimson, velvet, d to have been
Orked by Mary Stuart; during her
fmprisciment in Loehleven Castle
he gullery, 160 feet long, ocouples |
fthe place of thelold Coronadion Hall |
where Charles was crowned In
RO61, With the enclent Abbey of
e are bound up some:of the mast
terestiigf evwenys in Scottish history;
ut to-dsy'we tRink of it gpevially as
the ghrine where was long preserved
he famods so-called “Stone of Des-
!ny.g which forms a part of the Brit-
tion Chair. It.is this cur
ously unique treasure, chiefly, which
giveg & sort of ‘uncanny' romance to
the chHajr.

The veally suthentic history of.the
#tobe wauld not be admitted by ser-
Soup amd questioning antiquaries to
0 badk further'than the date, about
84 A.D, when it was first found at
oue. But a long persisting legend
lor tradition brings it down from early
ible timea According to this view,
t was the veritable pillow uppn which
he patriarch Jacob rested his head
t Luz when he had his baeautiful
islon ofy the ladder that reached to
In thiy mythical aocount the
tone i® next traged to the possession |
f GatBelus, the son of Cerops, King |
thens, who entered into the ser-|
one of the Pharaohs, and mar- |
is daughter Soota, from W hum‘
Bootland is sald to derive its name. |
Gathelus brought it from Syria to|
Egypt; dnd, to escape an impending |
[Rlague, he is s&1d to have salled from

o N{i§, by the advice of Moses, with

ia wife and the pregious gtone, and
andled on the coast of Spain. After-
ards he semt the stone to Ireland un- |
er the care of his son, who invaded |

e lsland, and by whom it.was set |

P on Tara Hill. There it was used
@8, the Irish Coronation Stome for
TERnY ages.

This brings us to at least the fringes
of recorded seculasr history, when facts
Pegin to conflict less with legend. It

peIns tolerably clear that the stone
‘was really used as a sort of royal
thur in Ireland, where, we are told,
i .

=
>

t was known as “Lia Fal or the
tone of Fate. From nd it is
upposed to once more
, King of

700
C. It remained undisturbed untik
rgus Mor, probably a descendant
f Simon Brech, was driven out of

Dalriadic Sqots to the shores of Argyll,
and haying brought the stone with
him it was ueetl for ks coronation at
Dunbtaffnage. Here, us we ¥ 1t
remainad tl about 8§34 AD, n
Ken{uul Maeaipine brought it to *‘the

oity of Scone,” having fixed on
Boope as higdcapital, because in’ the
ntldhhonoor_ e had just fought and
won the last-Qeelsive battle with the
anclent Plots,

Al this open to more or less
doubt. But ‘&e stome was af loast
found at Scone and it gave a sort of
royal grandeur to Sagne, and led all
the Scotulsh princes to repair thither
to be crowned on if. This is actual,
sobgr faoct, However, we may explain
the olroumestance, it had acquired a
sacred chapacter as influencing ' the
destinjes of the Scottish nation. One
rhyme ran:-—

Uniess the fates are falthless growmn,

And prophet's volcq be vain,
Whereler i found this anclegt stong,

The Seottish race shall reign
Tt wWas averred by the ancient Scots
that the stone gave forth musical
sound® when the rightful ruler seated
Dimself on it, but rergained mute
when a usurper wag ¢rowned. Much
later, this prediction was regarded as
Boing fulfilled when James VI. of
Scotland Ascended the throne &
Iames I of Engiand. Af the Abbey
of Boong the stone ib understood to
have oceupie@ a place Insfront of the
high altar.

The famous Stone of Destiny re-
mained at Scone until the time of Bd
ward I John Ballol was the last
Scottish King crowned on it, and it
it significant that (t appears in his
what

groat seal, embedded in was
then kpown as the “King's Stool”
As evervbody knows, Baliol was de-
feated by Tdward I. at Dunbar in
1206, and 1t was then that Edward

carried the stone, along with the Scot-
tish regalia, to England. Since that
time it has remained at Westminster
Abbey, and every English monarch
has been cro ed on it T ohalr
of which it rms a part is made of

AN EARLY RISER

King George is Hard Worker—Busy
for' Coronatiol.

a_hard, worker, especlally during the
Qilys preceding his Coronation. After
hnrlot walk in the grounds of Buok-

igham Palace, he sets t0 work upon
the buginess of the day, so that by
the time his private secretaries arsive

attention. The King has chosen
his work-room a la
ment on the garden
ace, where he can g
views of the extensive grounds. His
Majesty Ias now engagements of one
description or another for every day
until well on into July, and it wifl be
& matter of the greatest difficulty to

crowd  any further appointments in.

THE GORONATIO GARPET

Scotland Has the Honop of Makiag
the Floor Covering.

n charmipg

Beetland has the honor of mdking
the carpets which wilk cover the fioor
of Westmiaster Abbey for the CPro-
nakion, and the looms of a great car-
pet factory at Glasgow have been
busily engaged upon the im;

portant
task. The floor covering has Xrom
eurliest times been a specific
in the preparations for the stavely
ceremony, and in the Liber Realls
pwl‘ww for Richard II., a copy of
;h ch 18 In the safe keeping of the

€ans of Westminster, there s 2
dvnnl(g order as to the “Ray cloth of
Purral to be placed under the "King's
u§t as he goeth. At all the later
coronations the carpet has been of a
rich and beautiful character, with a8
lustrious a surface us possible, and
from the guantities needed in the more
recent tmes it is one of the first ¥e-
quirements to be set in hand. The
new carpet will follow very closely

featuyre

hardwood, gaily painted, Under the
seat 18 @ board supported by four
llons, and on this board the Stone of
Destiny rests, The Stone had been

carved, gilded, and palnted, but these
decorations have entirely disappeared.
In modern Covonations it is always
covered with a eloth of gold. t has
been abserted that the stone 1s of
meteoric origin, but this is ineorrect
It 1s simply a block of red sand
stone contalning an unusual propor-
tion of iron. Its dimensions are:

2 ft. 2 in. long, 1 ft. 4 In, broad, and
1034 in. thick. Some matter of fact
persons are inclined ty believe that
the stone was guarried in the neigh-
borhood of Scone.

Notwithstanding i{ts removal, the
prestige of Scene continued to be re
garded in later years Robert the
Bruce and his son David, Robert II.,
James I, and, lastly, Charles
chose 8cone for their Coronatl
Scettish people we very distry
about the loss of the stone 3
looked upon Ms conveyance to Eng-
land as a natlonal humiliation,

and

in the treaty conclude tween Eng
land and Scotland in 1328 its return
was made an essentlal conditjon. Bd
wafd II1. offered that should be
sent back, but for unknown

eland In 803 BIC. FPergus led the

ome
reason his order was not obeyed,
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GORGEOUS ROBES

OF THE PEERESSES

AVl ke Worn by Peers and Peeresses
—=Instructions lssued.
The Peers.

1+ Not a.few of the robes which will
g worn by peers and peeresses at the
ronation Cemempony are of historic
Interest. In some cases'they have been
in the tanilly for twd hundred years or
re, and, sithough somewhat faded
aln compsred 'with the new mantles,
wom witly the greatest pride by
Rhose to whom they veloms.
| Tile Duke of Norfolk, as HMarl Mar-
. Bas already lwsued instructions
the robes to be worh by
peoss -Muu. dhey are to be of
Brimeon velwet, and the capes are 1o
Pe powdered with vars/similar to the
2 ing” on the dapes of peers.
WY the depsh of’the edging of tur en
She mantle the:degree of the wearer
lmdtcated. A baroness, for instauce,
in, of fur, & viscountess
y & coutifess 3in, &
esé M. &4 & duchess bin.
@ length of & peeress’s traln upen
sround—yet another “ﬁ: of de-
1l Mar-

jows:! Baroness, 1yd; vie<
:—\-. 1% Yydg countess, 1%yd.;
3 oness, 1%yd.; and s duchess,

order, concerning peers Is as
That the roboﬁ mantl

e cape furred wi mipiver pure,
powdersd with bars or rows of
of black

will've 10 Wear.
Mmdicate i o
D, D %,
‘stene in the Abbey, fer

o The mastle. of
is of dark-blue vﬁ

9. With this there

| white silk. The mantls of the Bath is
|red, and on very high State occasions
the knighte are entitled 1o wear crim-
|%on surcoats, vests and breeches of
| white satin, white stockings and shoes,
|golden spurs, and & high-érowned hat
{with a plume of white feathers
|mantle of the Star of India is of
|ight-blue satin, lined with white, and
$| orned with blue and silver tassels
with & representation of the Star,
{The mantle and chapeau of St. Mich-
{nel and St. George are of blue satin,
lined with scarlet silk, the hat sur-
mounted with black feathers,

Quite a contrgst is aftorded by the
mantle of the Indian Empire, which
is of purple satin, lined with white
silk, and fastened with pure silk and
gold tassels, and on ites left a repre-
séntution of the Star.

The |

A AP i

{Upon lines of that ordered for King
| Edward's cvrowning. Then as now
|the color was a singularly soft, rich
blue. The design was symbolical and
jembodied the badge and motto of the
|Order of the Garter and the Tudor
|rose, with the thistle, shamrock, and
{lotus connected with festoons of bay
1I’c;.\'es and ribbons. These were ef-
féctively shown in a rather lighter
shade of color and the whole formed
an admirable background to the mag-
nificence of the State robes, the
|ecclesiastical vestments, the crimson
Of the peeresses’ dresses, and the
milttary and diplomatic uniforms.

Of Coronation and Phonograph Rec~
ords of King's Address.

Moving pictures in colors of the
forthoom.ing = Corenation Processions
and festivities are to be taken., This
was impossible when King Edward
was crowned, for clnematography in
colors had not then been invented.

It is possible that the cctual cere-
mony ot the Coronation inside West-
minster Abbey will be reproduced in
the same mauner if the difficulties in
the way of light can be overcome.

Another modern invention that will
probably be called into use in connec-
tion with the ceremony 18 the gramo-
phone Experiments are now being
conducted in private by the King with
different types of talking machines,
and it these are sutsfactory a ‘recs
ord” of his Majesty's Coronatfon ad-
dress will be taken, and repreductions
of it sent to all Colonial Parliaments
and municipal bodies throughout the
Empire.

In this way miilions of his d
will be able to listen to King ('1::#:(;:
actual words with their own ears,
while gazing with their own eyes upon
the historical and impressive cere-
mony, reproduced in all its Eorgeous-
ness of coloring and wealth of detafl
and instinct, too, with life and move-
ment.

Yet another marvel of modern
sclence, wireless telegraphy, will be
used to convey the news of the grest
{ event of the year to such shipe as are
| fitted with the necessary apparatus,
| This ,again, was out of the question
|at King Edward's Coronation, for aj)-
{ though Marconi had even then gshown
{ us something of its immense possibii-
fties  wireless telegraphy was still in
| its infancy .and not a single ocean-
going steamer had an Installation on
| board.

King George is an early riser ,and’

he has many matters ready for their.

HiS MAJESTY KING GEORGE

WHEN THE LAST GEORGE WAS CROWNED

Strange Happenings st the Last Georg-
fam Ceremstion, Namely
fa 1520

When King George IV. was crowned
in 1820 there were some curious oc
currences indeed. To begin with, the
King homself wus put into an extra-
ordinary fix right on the hour ap-
pointed for the ceremony, since his
special suit made for the Coronation
did not fit at all when he tried to
get into it on the fateful morning.

Try as he would, his Majesty could
not get the clothes on as they were,
and, meantime, the crowds were wait-
ing impatiently for the procession. At
length the attendants of the King had
to cut the garments in several places,
and to fasten them together os Dbest
they could, siuce there was no time to
do otherwise. And only by that means
was George IV. enabled to get to his
Coronation at all, and then it was
afternoon, instead of twelve o'clock,
the time originally fixed!

It is well known thet, owing to &
quarrel between George and his Con
sort, Queen Caroline, her Majesty was
not allowed to bLe present at the cere-
mony lest she should make a sceme.
The guards of the Abbey had strict
orders on no account to allow her to
enter the bullding, so that, when the
Queen appeared in person, and de-
manded admittance, there was quite
a terrible commotion. The men on
duty resfsted as gently and carefully
as possible under the circumstances.

Caroline herself finally burst Into &
torrent of tears, and her evident dis-/
tress and pgssion made the sceme all
the mote shocking and pathetic.

80 great had been the rush of peer

henge anybody on behal

esses and others for seats and places
that many ¢f thefair aristocracy came
the night before .and o out wil
night like first-nighters at a new Pln 5
Several duchesses and their friends
slept on t an's Yard on
pillows, ru
forehand; and one private letter from
a nobleman, who had a house in the
yard, mentions “the tremendous nolse
and disturbance caused by Lady
G, owing to her deep and persis
tent snoring throughout the greater
part of the night whilst sleeping out-
side the Abbey!” e
The Coronation of King George IV.
was the last one at which the ofticial
“King's Champion” appeared at the
State banquet in full armor, riding
into Westminster Hall on horseback,
and throwing dewn his ?Iove to chall-
of the mon-
arch’s right to the throne. Strangely
enough, on this occasion the cham-
plon dismounted, and stumbled as he
came to kiss the Sovereign's hand;
Wwhilst s0 heavy and cumbersome was
his armor that he could not rise with-
out assistance!
€ wits around the King naturally
showed great mirth at the incident,
and remarked aloud that he was

ROBES AT AUOyION
Thoge of Iv. A s
. :“'ﬂ Wete Once Sold

It is u fact, generally forgotten, that
the Coronation robes of Qeorge 1V.,
which, it has been suggested, his Ma-
Jnu; King George V, may wear at the
coming ceremony, were on
auction. With other omu‘l“ca::{xdm::
'l”'hllalra:'" l\{l. they were “put up” at

auction ro
m%:fx. oms in Bond str

e magnificent Coronati

ot purple velvet was sold uor'l'l.'xﬂtll'.'
for a paltry :215. !houfh it was prob-
ably worth §1,500 at least. Another
splendid crimson velvet Coronation
mantle, which, according to the auo-
tioneer, cost $2,600, brought on the
same occasion $285.

Other items on the catalogue. WM

of superb Mech-

;;t':,_a Ca:on;uog rul

and the Coronation co: -
coat, and trunk hose. e
And these sumptuous vestments—
or most of them-—passed into the
hands of Madam ssaud, though it

se
1 estimate that two
usand new ocoronets
o\i& at an aver

ato one nddu corney
e part of e o

are very-few
e of making clof n(!ol
I o ortg.
X o
ty ped up, Foss Vo
atll retain its glo: .gul ood of ocolor,
ch gew, abistlutely unsolled clo
ﬁ:‘ looks more like & blase o
‘3“ ‘r;t. sunshine than anything yo

any ‘of the State robes will ha
°mm.ry—-¢om and allvi

“An ounce of the pure metal
drawn out into a thread huif a mild
long for the embrolderers to use. Th
g- T8 is alwayd original, the em.
_roldrnrg trained from childho

aking it up’ as they go along. Th
no two eXisting patterns are allk
fnd one robe can always be distin.
guished from another, which ves
marking.  The work {s usually don
in India, Dut for the Coronation some
ot the most expert craftsmen of Delh
where the come from, are bein,
brought over here. .

A famous orfmson vel with
wheh Wi inster Abbey be
ablaze, I find on inquiry costs about

& pound & yard, bought By the plec
A Ih« measures oom-»"my ;?:t
and tho

ugh the velvet s quite p

without any pattern, such &

es four months to make.

“British-spun pure siik linings are
used, tne proper lining for the crim«
son—really almost purple—velvet be«
ing white corded silk, costing about
o!t'hst shillings a yard,

0, &

are not exactly pure gold jewels, on
w and another the little bill to]

Luoky A'a y - g
acky indeed is the del

this Corenation year of ”ul“l'.‘?:x: l:

will coms In for much entertanin,

¢h a truly ificent ascale, an

be permitted to see mnugmhtmn:

rls who wer
George and his Contorlbl.il‘l'- ya Kln:
g S

is extremely doubtful if they wer
allowed to grace a wax ﬂxn. gt

n. Monica Grenfell, Lo
Lady Desborough's cldml'hn:‘ﬁhr-,nj

surely an extraordinary
could not even_stand on his feet, lot
@lone rise when once fallen, in order
}::"A;?nunuo the fight on behalf of his
George 1V.'s “progress” from West-
minster Hall to the Abbey was the
last of such processions at Corona-
tions, and from it, for the first time
during seven centunées ,the Dukes of
Normandy and Aquitane, or their rep-
Tesentatives, were omitted as & sign
that from henceforth En;}llh Kings
:In\'e :lp all claim to those French pro-
nces.

MAIDS OF HONOR

Queen's Strong Insight
Shown in Cholce of r.

Queen Mary once mu has display-
ed evidence of her strong practical in-
sight in the cholce of her four maids
of honor, the Hon. Sybil Brodrick,
Venetla Baring, MabolGye, and Kath-
erine Villfers.

The Hon. Sybil Brodrick s the|
daughter of Viscount Middleton by
his first marriage with Lady Hilda
Charteris, daughter of the veteran
Earl of Wemyss; her eldest sister is
Lady Tweedmouth. She is a bright,
sensible girl with 1d of her own
has traveled

e Continent.

he Hon. Venetia Mlng
dainty, Greuze-like lady Wwit

taste in dress, who always

lvmnthlnl' personal and ol

Bhe !

iﬂl'ﬂ.ﬂ“ M
entertainmen
royalties

BRITAIN'S NAVAL ARRAY

Big Review of Dreadnoughts and of
Battleshlp Crulsers,

A naval pageant of especially im-
bosing character will be the big Coro-
nation review. The Home and Atlan-
tic fleets, with their attendan
Ssquadrons, will likely comm!"grul‘l;:
prineipal portion of the naval forces
assembled,” which will thus comprise
« battle uadron of Dread
and b.ﬂle:?\lvl cruisers of r;::‘}lr:
vincible type, with the Neptune as the
prineipal ship. This vessel is now
absent from BEritish waters, carrying
out an important series of gunnery
trials, but will soon return t0 hoist
the pennant and flg the new
Ccm'un’:'l-ndn--u;—cm.;l
3 regard to the flluminats
the fleet, it may be recalled lhl-:n‘h’:
was one of the most remarkable fea-

0.
i tures of the aquatic display at the

last coronation, when every ship was
e
of the fleet’s search-

EXORBITAN

Y.

RIGES

FOR GORONATION SEATS

Huge Sums Are Being Paid for Flats and 'Rooms Mong
the Route of the Procession---A Fat Purse

for Many

an Owner

Extraordinaty sums are being abked
for the rents of West-end flats and
houses for the forthcoming Corona-
tion season, and as an indication of
the high prices lkely to Be obtained

jgood place from which -t ?

oo Dl 0 view thq

At the Coronation of Edward Il

: mﬂ;u;' :n:.;l?u‘ny; Richard IIL,
f V.. twopence;

Henry V1.'s reign the e 3

for good views of the pr the
occupler of a house in 8t. James
Street has let it to a weslthy Ameri-
can, who has contracted to pay $6,000
for ‘the day. 3
Ten thousand to twenty-five thous-
and dollars are being asked for the
season for houses round about Gros-
venor Square. In Belgravia the prices
range from $2,600 to 96,000, and

CTow!
$6,600 for the larger houses, while in |a guines, increasing sl htly with eac!
the Hyde Park district, including |Successive reign until that of Georgh
B and K the rents |1V

are anything froms $2,600 ‘o' $3,000,
and similar renté are being asked for

In the ‘ilm -k

caused them to pall o
the public taste, with the m‘:m !hn‘
the price went down t & halfpe:

It rose again with Edward IV. t0 twee
pence,( which was the standard price
until Henry VIL, when it was & whole
groat. At Queen Elizabeth's Coronas
tion the charge was a Ytester, or sixe
pence; at James a shilling; and
‘was advanced to & crown at the
Coronation of és II. and James
II. At that of King Willlam and Marn
it was & n, and at Ooora 11

THE DUBAR AT DELHL

xln.“ George, on Wednesday, Marchk

agent, these prices are too

des | excessive, and instesd of”good busi-

ness being done there is the likelihood

.g:dn-n in  house-létting, uniess

in_the rents ask-
1 “will
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