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of wealth to them, and it was reported not Jong ago that
they were about purchasing their religious freedom from
the Russian Government byraising millions of dollars for
the expenses of the war. For the past twenty years their
churches had been closed under the order of the Procurator
Geperal of the Holy Synod, but under the decree the Old
Believers as a religious body will have the right to posse<§
real and personal property and establish monasteries and
schools under the control of the Minister of Public Worship.
The number of Dissenters from the Orthodox or State
Church affected by the decree is estimated at from twelve
to seventeen millions. Some of these, like the Mennonites
are of a genuinely evangelical character, others, like the
Doukhobors, are less so, while others are said to be extreme
ly fanatical and some grossly immoral. The imperial de
cree remits to the peasants some $37.500,000 arrears of
taxes and back payments for land given to them at the time
of their emancipation

Editorial Notes.

—The New York Evaminer of May 4,says: * President Wil
liam R. Harper who1s in New York this we=k to ronsult Dr
McBurney who :yz-:ated on him recently, is greatly improv
ed in health. Upder the X-ray and radium bromide treat-
ment the area of cancerovs growth has been reduced from
eighteen to seven inches and the present condition is re-
garded by his physicians as highly satisfactory. This is

good news, and we trust that the improvement may be
continuous and result in complete recovery.”
Rev. I' H Beals, A. M, of Antigonish, N. S, was in

Wollville a few days last week, visitng Ac .dia Seminary
by appointment of the Senate of the University. The

M

church to whi Reals m'nisters is not large in member-

ship, but 1t has a well e

tabhished reputation for the zeal
and fa:thfulness of 1t
C. B. Whidde
the Antigonis

fiembers

For many vears the late

who in public ethee and 10 his devotion to

hurch «od 1o s service to the denomin-

ation conrected bis name inpenshably with the bodv, was

on® of vur leaders Aud his nawme and spinit survive.  We
are glad to Lear tha! bis son, Rev. H. P Whidden, is beirg
blessed in his work as Pastor of the First Church of Day-
t Ohio Mo Beals 15 doing noble dervice in ministering
tasrict hurch and he s doing 1t well, of ourse

it Charles Turper recently received the Pope's bless
v tryng (though he failed) to force separate schools
anitobn Now what shall the Pope do for Sir Wilfrid

laurier and the multitude of Commoners who are endeav

orir

with every prospect of success, to impose a separate
askatchewan and Alberta ? Surely His
Holinesss must entertain very grateful feelings toward Can-
adian pohitictans

schoo! gystem or

I'hoce who once declared themselves

strongly opposed to forcing a separate school law on a

Province have met with a ¢ hauge ol heart The Pontiff
may not unhikely be rennnded of the spnic the parable who
savd Iwill not” but “afterwards 1epented and went.”
There are so many who in one way or another could qualify
{4t 5t bl g that peolips s Holiness will be willing to

distegard ex eptions aod bless them all

“It may be heresy to make the suggestion,” says T}
Flred 1 of Toronto, “but we have seldom seen any
permanent good result from a minister's denunciation of
public wrong. It seems to be generally assumed that when
A l(blnhﬁf‘{;!nw ' this he refrains, through fear, from doing
luty I'here may be qui'e other and igher
Here and there a man of special gifts and ap-

his whol

motives.
titudes may bLe called to ciy aloud against the imjustice
and spare not, but the average minister has something
greater and better to do.  L'or it 1s & greater thing to have
a greater thing to have a quiet talk with a man about his
sins than to proclaim the sins of a nation from the housetop.
The courage required to win in the popular clamor against
a public evil may often be doubtful in its quality. But
never can there be a doubt that it takes true courage to
miogle patience, kindness and charity with the work of a
common day."”

—The death of Principal Salmond of the "United Free
Church College, Aberdeen, on April 20th, removes one of
Scotland’s most widely known theologians, Dr. Salmond
who was in his 67th year, had given his best years to theo-
logical education in his native city of Abercdeen. He had
a fioe reputation as a teacher, and b-yhis personal qual-
ities he won the love of his stndents. In theology he was
a moderate couservative, never discarding a position be-
cause it was old. but at the same time was not unreceptive
to new truth. Dr. Salmond was an guthor as well asa
teacher, and made contributions to theological literature
which are regarded as valuable. His chief workis “The
Christian Doctrine of Immortalitv.” He also wrote com-
mentaries on Mark, Ephes.ans, and the Epistles of Peter,
was the editor of Dr. A. B. Davidson's Old Testament
Theology, and had in hand at the time of his death an
Introduction to New Testament Literature.

—Selection of Hymns. It is hard to please everybody.
Perhaps it is impossible. Maybe it is not desirable. The
world would be very stupid if everyone was happy. Here,
for instance, is one brother who is not satisfied with his
pastor’s selection of hymns. He admits the hymaos chosen
are good; but he complains that they are all alike, al:

MESSERGRR AND VISITOR

relating to the same subject, all common
metre.

long or short
He says the range of selection should be wider,
that the pastor does injustice t» the hymn book used; that
some of the people complain of the book when the fault is
in the selection by the minister. This brother wants us to
urge ministers to make a study of hymns and of music for
the service and not to slight this part of the worship. We
can commend our friend's suggestions as wortby of close
attention by those who conduct mee ings of the church
We hope in this, as in other
faithful in that w

matters, our mumsters are

ich 1s least as they are faithful in much
It is said that the repart of the Roval Commission on

the care and control of the fee! le minded is 1 kelv to pro

duce radic:

| changes in Fngland's freatment of the insane.
Expert evidence throws considerable doubt uvpon  the

general assumption that

nsanity 's on the increase The
number of certified cases certainlv is greatly incieasirg, but

mapy authorities attribute t

fact to th” greater care and
greater public confidence in the administration of the lun-
atic asylums, which tormerly was the

ute of many
scandals. The evidence als» shows overa helmingly that in
the great majority of cases, insanity or a tendency thereto
is inherited and transmissible. The transmission of tuber-
culosis now 1s held to be enticely disproved, and the doc-
trine that a cancerous tendency is inheritable 1s also in-
creasingly doubted, but of the hereditary nature of insanity
there 1s absolut~ly no doubt. Cons-quently the commisson
is expected strongiy to recommen! parliament to interfere
to the utmost limit of its power with the reproduction of
the insane and feebleninded

—We regret to know that Rev

A. Higgin
Wolfville, 1s 1n a feeble state of health

D..D , of
During the past
winter he has found his strength failing and, while he is
not suffering. the iufitmities 0. age have come on apice. A
correspondent who recently called upon him reports thar Dr

Higgins 1s resting in faith in the Christ whom he preached

for many years and whom he has served through a long
lite. He s hading that the consolations of (God are not
small, Dr Higgmns was graduated at Acadia in 1854 He
was ordain d at laver

o i 1552 He was Prine'pal of
Horton Acaderny fur about fourtden years

Subcequently

numer of

to' Wolfville, where he became

he was prstor of the church at Annbpoli

years wh:nce he

pastor of the Fir
W.deBiois, D 1) For more (han twelve years he min's
tered to the Wollville oh
hassador of Christ My

death of Rev. 8

ith farthfu'ness as »n am

isdidag service, als
1 1ago-d ervice, also,

in preparing a life ol Dr Cramp  As Teac' er, Pastor and

Author he has d ne a good work  As a man and a Chris

tian he retains the esteem of his brethren in the dencnima

twn who will heart pray for him

1id comrend him in

sll contingencies to the fathomless love of the changejess
Chrnist

Rev. Dr Goodspred s retirement iom the faculty of
McMaster University has called (¢

fiom various quarters

expressions testifying e gh osteem an which le as
held 1n the Unwversity wiod the Baptist churches of the city
and expressing deep reps t hsy e oval  On the o
casion of the annual d n . given | he students of the
University to the gradu s De Goodspred was pre
sented by the stodents of MoMastee with an adidress:
accompanied by " wid valuable  elock,

in token of their fhe Naptist Ministerial

Association of Torouto adopted a1 luion expressing

theic regiet aud sense W o 1 wodspeed’s remnoval

and spraking ol luma i und thinker, a ripe scholar

an ab eteacher anda wi e visellor, as one who has been

ever williog to plae i duable services at ouar dispos |

and that of the churches we reoresent w a brother be

loved for his kindliness ax

cdliness and

activity n every good we s one who for many years
has filled a very important place 1n and has been a
tower of strength to our educational life and work, and
who has been a help and wspiration both antellectually
and spiritually tomaay throughout this country who bave
come, with'n the sphere of his personal irstruction and in-
fluence.”

—After ten years of va'uable and highly appreciated
service as Chancellor of McMaster University, Rev. Dr O
C. S. Wallace has resigued from that position to sccept ,a
call to the pastorate of the [irst Baptist church of Lowell,
Mass. Dr. Wallace has given ten years of the best of his
life to the upbuilding of McMaster and he is to be congrat-
ulated on the honorable character and the fruits of his
work. In alluding to the resignation the Toronto Globe
says: “Dr. Wallace's letter of resignation seems to indicate
that be would rather be identified with pastoral than with
academic work, but the general community in which his lot
has been so long cast knows him best and will remember
him longest as the head of a young but vigorous university
which had nearly all its careeriu the future when te was
selected to preside over its developwent His two pre-
decessors in the Chancellorship held the office for a short
time each, and though the foundation was laid by trem,
much was left to him in the way of commeacing the
superstructure.  And it is only begun. What the university
for which he labored so earnestly will become as years pass
no man can foresee; all that 15 open to the thst of us to say
is that Chancellor Wallace has done his work so well asa
matter of duty that, but for his frank explanation, no cne

™S

would have suspected that it wasnot
of love.

te Canwentty a labe
He leaves the university in excellent condition t
work out for itself a noble reputation as @ seat of highe

learning."

—We have received from Bro P E Ma w of Hali
fax, a copv of the minutes of the Jubilee Sescion }L 1h
Nova Scotia African Baptist Assoc ation  firo. Mackesro
has beea Secretary of the Assoriation for twenty eigh
years. [t would. we believe, have heen b-tter [ more ¢

our Associations had obtained good

erks am

a sing'
The Associs

had kept them in office for longer periods tha
year, which seems tu nave been the custom
tion was o'ganmiz-d in 186y
gamzedan 1832. It has a membership ofy: lo 183
Rev. Richard Poston went to Eaglaa < 4

I'be Halifax church was or

: he rollectes
650 pounds sterhing fur he purchase of grouuds aond eree

Hali'ax ‘church, Th

tion of a house of wor hip for th

Association now contains 1

j churches hayimg a total mem
bership of 719 (1571 | la the whituany List of th
Ministers and Moder.tors of the A ton followin
names are given Richard Preston, lancs Thosmas, Henr

Jackson, 1. E ]
Alexander Barlry, | R
R. Neale, A W Jo:dan D., Nathaniel Droyton. Bra
A. W, Jordan was well known to our

Jack<on, Grorge Carvery

Wilmo!

Thomus, John Hamiiton, Georg

)

turches  He s udied
at Acadia, McMuster Hall, and M rgan Park, Chicago. Hi

was wor hy of the tribute 1n the report His learning

aken as an exa nple to b
followed by the brethren of this Association ' We wisl
the African Association con'inuous growth in number
and po-er

piety, and virtue may well be t

.

Boston Letter.
The long distance between this scribe’s ot
Mgs

certainly gave a good oprortunity to “Sojourner” to write

letter to the
SENGER AND Visttor and the present communicatiof

of affairs in this city under the heading “Bouston |etter.
The pressure of special meetings accounts for the nor
appearance of the ‘“Boston letter” ltom your regula
correspood-nt durirg recent weeks,

It has been many yearssince there was so decp a spirit
of earnestness 1n the churches of Boston and ndeed of the
whaole State as there 1s today Easter was thie occas'on o
the baptism «f many in a Jarge sumber « f our churches apc
1 a very gratifving number the banp

al wetersare being
disturbed Sunday after Sunday.  Monday, the first dav of
May, was a memorable one for the Baptist mmistry - of
greater Boston. Frowmn ten in the morn ng untl four in the
aliernoon a contivuous service of prayer was held with a
different leader every bour.  Some w 1€ present 11 addition
to the pastors, but the service was principaily theirs and a
tender and vphifting one 1t truly was — The Spint «f God
was graciously manifested to each waiting hear' and a nch

plendid
ings 1 .rhe
remarkable op ning addtesshy Rev F M Holt of the ssex}

Street Bapnst church in Lyon on the revival i W alee,

blessing m many chu:ches wall curely result \

wpication was hrought th the dav’s e

Pust -t Holt had the good fortune to be able 1o spend a few

recent weeks 1n Wales amid the <cenes of this modern Pene
tecost, and with heart aglow, with naod enrictied, with his
whole personali'y sullused with the wotluence of the blessed
Spirit who has been so nughtily stirning that hittle country
of mouvotains and song. e brouglit to the meering 2 a vivad
ind soul tholhas discnption of the wiy m which our Golf

1s workiog actoss the vea  His wouds gave spuitual uphit

of a very tich and delightful quality, and the 1osponse in
many hearts was the praver for a gloric us demorsiration of
imd Javd

The mouthly banquets of the Boston  Bag

ik thie shape of News

the power of the Holy Spirit o ouc ity

st

Secial
Union on M nday exening, Mav 1t
ton mght according to vearly custom Ihe taculty of the
Newton lheological hnstitution, the voung Jadies of the
Hosselt'ne Home, over which My O | Gieorge, now Im
Europe; so elicien'ly presided, aud  the graduating class
were the guests.

Alumni, Kev. ] E

Jamaica Plain to which the late Rev. Kalph

I'he after dinner spezhers were: lor the
Noteross, pastar of the hist church o

Huot mig-
isterrd So acceptably during a devoted pastorate, for the
graduating class, Rev Milford R Foshay, whose faith is

remembered in the Provinces as an able an/' t

aved pastor,
and well did the son use the opportuntty as the father
would have done to present rarpest and helptul the ughts
instead of the pleas ntries meanirgless, or mouldy, so cug=
tomary on su h occasions; for the Faculty, Iev. G. E.f
Horr, D. D, the newest addition to the teaching s1aff, whe
He would

like to see such conditions as would make 1t poca le for

spoke of the aims and posaibilities of Newton

the Seminary to give courses of nstruction wh ch would
fit for fhe work of assistant pastors and Sunday :chook
superintendents. :
In this years graduating class at Newton are threel
Acadia men who will bring credit to their (ollege ande
Seminary : 8. |. Cann, 02, D. ] Neily, ‘02, and M Ry
Foshay, above mentioned, 'g9. Mr. F.shay will settle
Norwood, Mass., upon the completion of the New ton coust
in June and Mes:rs Neily a d Cano will probably ent
upon pastorates within the radiys of greater R
A new Paptist church, the Stratford street church,

(Continued oa page eight.)
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