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Tux excuses which people make for
ot giving sttention to their spiritual in-
terests, and embracing the offers of sal.

" yation are many and: more or less ingen
jous. Mr. Moody said the other day that
since coming to Boston he had heard of
& woman who decliged to come to one of
his meetings on the ground that she had
o stay at home and take care of her pug
dog. A poodle does not fill quite so
much space in the eyes of the world as
4a farm " or as “five yoke of oxen.”
Still it may be large enough to stand be-
tween some souls and Christ and his
offers of salvation ; and when we come

" to look upon things in the light of God's
judgment day, the difference in relative
importance of a farm and a poodle dog
will not seem 50 very greal.

Ix shis Fast Day sermon Dr. Phillips
Brooks said: A humiliated soul or &
humiliated people was worse than noth-
ing unless it gathered out of the dust the
assurance of Gold's stredgth and its own
capacity to receive that strength.” And
this assurance, it may be added,itis
the divine godd pleasure to give. As a
surgeon sometimes breaks a bone that
he may save a limb from deformity, so
God sometimes breaks ani bruises in
order that He ' may bind up and heal,

weakne® anl deformijty. The Chris-
tian's pathway leads through the Valley
of Humiliation, but it leads on and up to
the Délectable Mountains and the
Celestial City. He who took the ser-
vant's place and humbled himself to be-
come obedient unto the death of the
Cross has received the name which is
He that descended
into thé lower parts of the earth is the
same that ascended far above all the

above every name

heavens that He might fill all things.

Goop is ‘done and help is given by
showing people that we believe in them ;
and, on the other hand, great harm and
injustice often result from distrust and

suspicion. It is cruel and wicked to put

THE VACANY SENATORSHIP FOR NOVA
B00TIA.

1t is not often the Mussewan AND Vit !

~ Deacons.
Who and what are desocons according
0 the teachings of the New Te 1

vou interferes, or seeks to interfe in
political appoistments. - Perhaps, if wo
bad more 1o say, the welfare of the coun-
try would be better served. Other in
terests, however, claim our attention and

| This g is more freq ly asked
| than correctly answered. In fact there
are few things in connection with the
Christian church about which more
erroneous ideas are generally entertained.
In some religious bodies d are re-

the seleoting of didates for p !
profe proceeds ding to the
eounsels of others, who are quite willing,
if not always eminently qualified, to un
dertake the task.

At present, however, we desire to call
the attention to_an office that is vacant.
The Province of Nova Scotia is entitled
to ten representatives in the Senate ?l
Canads, and has now only nine. Itis
reported that an appointment will soon
be made to fill the existing vacancy. It
is proper to note the fact that no member
of our d ination in - these p)
bolds a place in the Senate. Formerly
we had two representatives, but for years
we have had nonme. With over 40,000
members and representing more than s
hundred thousand of the population, it is
not obvious to us why the Baptists should
not have a representative in the second
chamber, If all religious considerations
were ignored in making appointments,
we might allow the subject to rest with.
out mention. But it appearas to be gen-
erally understood that religious applica-
tions are not ignored in these cases, and
if this be the fact, it is ‘the duty of our
people to urge their just claims, and to
see that something like justice is done.
That there are men among us, whose
personal character, ability and experi-
ence in public sffairs, fally qualify them
to be enirusted with the responsibility
involved in the office referred to, no gne
can successfully deny. Many among us
are quite as well fitted for the office as
thase appointed from other bodies, whose
influence in politics is more actively ex-
erted. Wé recommend our friends to
look out from among us some man of
good report, and to do their beet to secure |
his appointment. Of course if any pub-
lic interest would te prejudiced by the
sppointment of a Baptist, no one would
advocate such & sacrificing of public
weal ; but recognizing the fact that the
Senste demands the best men, if we know
that our men fulfil the conditions, it is
our duty to use all legitimate means in
the line indicated. Baptists have not
the share of public offices that ought to
be theirs. This iss good opportunity
to bring to the notice of the govern
ment & claim which must, when fully
stated, be regarded as sound and incon-
testable.

& child under & discipline of suspicion |
snd distrust. If, tinless he is able on |
the spot to prove his bonesty snd truth }
fulness, he is (reated as & speak and a |
liar, an effectual course is being taken to
make him bad. 1f, 00 the other hand, he is
sbown that much confidence is reposed
in his' bonor, the appeal to his Fetter |
nature will generslly not fail of & re |
sponse. Drum it into & boy's head con
tinually that he is & dunce and a ninny,
and that he will never amount to any
thing in the world, and it-will bes
wender if he do not fulfil the prediction
But tell him that he bhas ability to do
great things and let him know thaf gre:
things are expected of him, and yo

may
arouse in hiw ambitions and endeavors
which will carry him beyond your expec:
tations. And men and women are but
children of a larger growth. They, too,
are belped by sympathy and trust, they

arb hardened by coldness and suspicion.
Nothing is more potent to make & u
badfthan to know that he is suspictec
distylisted and disliked, and nothing in
the way of human help will do’more for
& man's rmatioff than the sssurance
that sympaiby, rdppect and confidence
are ne withheld from b and that
those ar s believe Liis ability
and inte Aud on the
. Othier hand, a soverer trinl car
come Lo & good man than to t
%
t ; ol (ha soked upor
Ak i o wh and | waly
good thah s i oly N
and tha i .
risliar "
fegrily o
he . wisker, shove all o

Bidoous shaps is continually belors |
Buat if bec is wiss aimil great hosstod he
wiil not be slways peltiig snners for
theirsin, Jesus denovnoed win, so did th

prophets and the sgosties.  Bul there s
» rebuke of sin woresilective than al
spoken uilterancos. [t is the life which
Jesus lived aud the death which He
died. To preach Christ and to live
Christ is to use the most effective agency
for saving men |
- s 1
— Dr, Gordon points out [in his re |
cently published bookiet, * The First |
Thing in the World,"”) that “'He who lay

in Jesus' bosom st the Last Bupper

never onoce mentions his affection for his

Lord ; but five timesa he names himaeif
“the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Chris.

tisn love is not conscious of ibself, it is

conscious of the love of Christ, whom it

seea by fuith. .“ Whom not baving seen

Lolnve,ln whom, though now y e see

im not, yet exercisin, th ye rejoice.”
(1 Peter | : 8.)— Wale

| kindly and frankly in s Christian spitit,

| is not responsible, let an honest effort

| sometimes a little perverse ; but it is s

Questions,

1. What is the proper course to pur
sue with a deacon who absents himself
from comamunion for five menths in suc
cession without giving any particular
reason !

2. What treatment have you fora
deacon who positively refuses to take
the Mussewogr axp-Visiron, and in a

position o so ? HH
I. It is possible that the deacon may
have © particular reasons” though he nas

not given them. We should say the
pastor would do well to talk with him

and find out what the difficulty is. If
there is a difficulty for which the deacon

be made for its removal. If the descon
& cherishing & wrong epirit, do not
abandon him. Lat. the church pray for
him, and the pastor and others labor |
with brotherly kindnees to make him ses
nd own his error. Deacons are human
as well as the rest of us, and, therefore,

bayd case that will not yield to this sort
of treatment. If in the present oase it
does not have the desired effect, please
leét us know, and we may have some
more suggestions to give

garded as an inferior order of the clergy,
who have received only a preliminary or
initistory ordination. In more sects
than one they are considered to be a
olass of officials, with specific duties, and
who are essential to auy properly consti
tated church. The seriptural authority
quoted for that appoiniment is the
sixth chapter of Acts, where is related
the ordination of seven members of the
charch in Jerusalem as church officers
to attend to the distribution of alms.
From this some have inferred that the
deacons of a church are its seriptural
finance conamittee, or board of managers.
But a careful examination of the passage
cited will not tend to confirm this view
of the subject. In the first place, the
seven appointed by the first Christian
church to attend to its almsgiving are
never called deacons, either in the
narrative or elsewhere in the book. Two
of them were preachers, and one of these
was an evangelist. Twice the apostles
in the course of the nargative apply to
themaselves, and not to the seveun, words
from which we derive our terms deacon
and disconate. They said, “It is not fit
that we should forsake the word of God
and serve (diaconize) tables. But we
will continue steadfastly in prayer and
in the ministry (diakonis) of the wori.”
This throws a flood of light upon the
subject, and reveals to us the principle
that should determine all our ideas of
deacons as officers of the Christian
church. The apostles call theiresown
special work of prayer and preaching a
deaconships and they apply the same
term in another form to the distribution
of alms ; in other words they tell us that
any allotted work in the church of
Christ is a deaconship, and that whoever
is appointed to perform it is a deacon.
It will be found upon investigation that
every reference t6 deacons in the New
Testament, either harmonizes with this
view of the subject or confirms it.

Paul addresses his epistle to the Phil
igpians Lo the saints, bishope and dea
cons, or in other words to the church
members, pastors and other officials. In
I Tim, 3 the same apostle gives a state-
ment of the qualifications of bishops and
deacons. The former, in addition to
their moral qualifications, are 1equired
to be apt to teach and able to rule. Of
the latter it is demanded that they shall
have certain moral and spiritual charac-

Christian church modelled its worship

the sheliach; who attended lusivel

synagogue were two; the shelisoh or | rest in the-bosom of a forgiving Saviour.
minister, who acted as the delegate or | [could mention wmany ministers who
representative of the congregation, and | in their old age are n.u‘“h.‘:
in their name prayed and read the sorip | hundreds, in some cases,

tares ; and the chaggan, who in Lake | sands they have lost by placing | Jot of the ‘envelopes for this collestion
4:20, is called the attendant. [t was | them where they expected they would | Wore bréken up snd after wandering
bis duty to open the doors and prepare | produoce s rich harvest of dollars, which | Around for a time were returned. This
the building for service. He often also | perhaps they did, but it was gathered by | is the reason why some of the churches
offiiated as the schoolmaster of | the men who deluded them by holding | It the Emstern Association did not re-
the children belonging to the congre- | before their wondering eyes  kaleido- | o6ive ibeif euvelopes in time for the
gation, and not unfrequently as the |scope in which they saw diamonds and | c0lleghion an the day named. They have
town olerk of the community. Now |rubles when it was only filled with [ been sentout again and have, we hape,
it is quite evident that the early | worthiess pieces of colored glass.

Sid My desire is to warn men, generally
upon that of the synagogue. ' Did it also | too ignorant of the ways of the world, to .
imitate that ancient Jewish institution uvei‘;mmnlvol lrom’boin‘ vioﬁ.-l’nd lopes !"‘“ we "‘{l send to any church
in having officers of two classes, one like | when they venture out of their calling, that did not receive any or want more.

its work. Gradually the officials of the

services and attended tothe beneficence

Y | from b the dupes of adeptsin
to the spiritual part of the worship, and | the art of getting up companies in which
the other like the chaggan, whose work | the latter invest nothing but their ability | some of the niission churches sre giving
was limited to matters relating 10 | to induce others to invest, and who too | to support their pastors and for the work
convenience and comfort, or to those of | generally play “heads I winand tails | of the denomination. Last year Lunen-
1 dare not tell you all that | burg Town shurch gave st the rate of
man origin, or historical source of modern | [ know about these matters. If I did I | $10.00 per member for support of their
pastors and deacons ? It is most probable | would many s touching tale unfold, in | pastor,and $43:11 to Con. Fund. Spring-
that such was the case. But po rigid | which some of the victims are dead and | hill gave at the rate of $7.91 for support

system was imposed upon the church, | others alive. Your readers will remem- | of pastor and $65.03 for Con. Fund.
no hard and’ fast rule was insisted upon | per many i d B

a secular nature ; and were these the hu- you lose.”

d from

Homo Mission Notes.
HOR KORYH-WRST
By asome mesns the  packages of sne

found their way to the churches to which
they weie sent.
We still have & fow bundles of enve*

HOW SOME illllo’ CHURCHES GIVE.
The following figures will show how

the highest spiritual work in connection | water.”

deacons, so called, of our modern
churches, for whose existenve there is
no other scriptural authority than what
we have presented, and for whose duties

necessitied and judgment of the church
may impose upon them. Every Chris-
tian church is free to have deacons or
not to have them ; to call them by that
name or any other which they may pre-
fer; and to mssign to them whatever

perform for the general wellare of the
body.
SRR A
Ministers and “Wild Cat” Speculations.
Ministers should be amply provided

with the means for their support, the
maintenance of their families, and the

teristios and well ordered families. Why
this difference? Evidently because
bishops or pastors needed special quali-
fications for a particular kind of work;
but deacons, having no specific work, re-
quired only those moral and spiritual
qualities which should be possessed by
every one who engages in any work for
Christ.  Another proof that deacons
were not intended to be
of churoh officers ‘with
same duties allotted to and confined to
themaselves, is found in Eph. 4: 11,
where the apostle gives a list of all the
divinely ordained functionaries of the
Christian church ; bul deacons are not
namied there as & distinet class of offi-
olals; but all those named—apostles, pro-

d ion of their children, and in ad-
dition be enabled to lay up something
to fall back on in case they are inca
pacitated by sickness or oldage. Every-
thing should bedone that can legitimate-
ly be done to minister to the comfort of
the minister and his family. I suspect
that too often it is the meager support
afforded him that drives the min-
ister into secular ooccupations and
doubtful speculations, and when such is
the onse I fear that his sins will be laid
at the doors of the people to whom he
has ministered ; but even this criminal
neglect of duty by the laity does not
excusé ministers when they enter the
too often demorslizing arena of trade
and traffic, and they are less bl

C.E. K.

Western N. B. Association.

labor as fast, and as far as men and
means will allow. There is destitution
enough in our churches when all the
facts are knowt; but when the pioture
is overdrawn it makes us appear to dis-
advantage, and is misguiding.

Woodstock, April 1. T'n

B L

Correction.

. Tobw,

academy records the terms “C,B." did
not always mean Cape Breton ocounty,
but sometimes the whole Island, hence
a slight error in the tabular statement of
students’ attendance. It should read :
Cape Breton county, 9 students ; Inver-
ness, 11; Richmiond, 7; instead of Cape
Breton county, 23 students; Richmond,
4. This shows Inverness fairly well rep.

when they take the scanty means

phets, evangelists, pastors, teach

said to have been divinely intended for
the work of the ministry (diakonias), or
in other words, all these were descons,s
conclisive prool of the acourscy
of the principle - we have stated
that deacons are not, according
to the teaching of the New Testa
ment, & special class of church officials
with specific and uniform duties, but are

We do not know whether-this is the |
o descon, but very likely. At any |
this also is certainly  case for kind
ysnd judicious trestment A d¥scon |
who does not relish the Mussexoric axv |
siron is evidently in a debilitated state. ]
He needs careful nursing and should be
od on the pure milk of the woid. When |
o becomes a littie stroxger lend him & |

py of the paper, and tell him of |hei

»n

good and wholesome things which it son
L In this way it may be possible to
ald him up sod make s man of him

L on o socouns use sy barsh treat

t. The onse of the descon who
wati'L lake, and doesn’t want 1o take,
the Messsxoun axo Visirok is certainly
{ enough, without anyone doing sny

§ 10 make him foel worse
- .
Notlee,

Will the iady gradustes of Grand Pre
cminary kindly send theis names, with
yoar of gradustion and pressnt P, O
widress, w0 Rev, J. W, Munning, Halifax,
in order that a complete list of the
graduates of that institution may be
published in the ostalogue of Acadia
Seminary J. WML
J—

Ackxowispamuxr. — The following
sums have  been received for the
Roachvale (Guysb 0. ing house
ﬁer'lr.('deh L. Hubly ; Black Point,
alifax Co., Jas. Hubly, $1; Ephraim
Hubly, 50¢; ’l‘h&. Boutilier, 25¢. Our
hearts are aged by this

sll those who serve the church of Christ
in any capacity. The one who presches
in the pulpit, those who pass around the
bread snd wine st ocelebration of the
Loid’s Bupper, and any whose work it is
to provide strangers with seats in the
house of Uiod, are scripturally deacons,
beonuse sorving the church of Christ,
The Jows had two very difterent kinds
of worchip, that of the temple and that
of the syoagogue. The firet with its
priests, incense, sacrifices and its cere.
mohies confined to a single place was
Bot suited to the wants of the Christian
ehurch, and was not imitated by it till
an age of corruption and superstition
marred its history and perverted its
institutions, That the early church
sdopted to a large extent the worship
of the synagogue caonot be doubted

fforded them, and risk them in schemes
initiated by men who have imvested in
them nothing but their wits. The plea
that such speculations return better
profits than more legitimate investments,
is a bad one, and does not even justify
men of the world who have written on
the fly leafof their ledgers, “Get money,
honestly if you can ; but getit.” We reap
what we sow, is just as true in business
and morals as in agrioulture, and the
fate of most of those who have been in-
duced to hazard their money in specu-
lations that promise more than honest

resented. L B. Oaxes.

District Meeting,

The Lunenburg Co. district meeting

Lunenburg, on April 7. There were
precent: Pastors Raymond, Williams,
Corey, and McNeil, and a small fepre-
sentation of laymen.

The morning session occupied itself
with business routine and devotional
exercises. In the afternoon an interest-
ing meeting listened to very encouraging
reports from the various churches repre-
sented. Without exception, tangible
evidences of progress in all these

profits is a sad plifi of this.
Many s minister has been taught by
sorrowful experience that danger and
disgrace lurk within most of the specu-
Iations that promise more than ordinary
guins, 4

Observations extending over thirty
years have convinced me that when amin,
isterof the gospel enters the arena of trade
and traflic he too often places his Chris-
tian reputation on its altar, and comes
out bankrupt in character and capital, I
have seen a minister within the four
walls of & jail repenting at leisure his
vain attempt to make money in a secular

I'here was much to induce it to do this.
Newtly all the sposties were natives of
(ialilee, atd were far more familiar with
the synagogue than with the temple.
To the latter they probably went but
onoe a year; Lo the former every Sab-

p and pelled to seek an in-
solvent confined debtors’ court to pro-
oure his enlargement from durance vile,
I'have known a minister have toleave the
ocountry between two days, well knowing
that if he waited for the coming Monday
the sheriffor his deputy would become

hurches since the last meeting were
reported. Following these reports was
read a well prepared paper on “ Church
Discipline,” by pastor-Raymond- The
New Testament very plainly defines our
daties in relation to sins of commission,
as the writer of the article shows us;
but what to _do with sins of omissi

bing ministerr, widows, fatherless chil-
dren and orphans, and enriching sharp-
ers and lawyers who marked them for
their prey at the time of their inception,
¢ and gathered around the carcass when in
there is no other law than which the | ity dealh throes.

and Upper Stewiacke gave at

as if of divine authority. Some churches, | the pulpit into the marts of speculation | the rate of $4.54 for pastor’s support and
like the seven addressed in the apoo- | toregret that they did soin their last | $46.25 for Con. Fund. Basillie, Char: Co.,
alypse, seem to have had but one bishop, | moments when bidding farewell to wives | N. B.; gave at the rate of $4:54 for pastor's
the angel of the church ; others, like the | and children, who, but for their indiscre. | support. Lower Stewiscke gave at the
church at Philippi, had several bishops, | tion, would have been left in comfort- | rate of $4.88 for pestor's support and
besides deacons. Esch church appears | able circumstances. 1 have not known | $63.50 for Con. Fund. Montagug and
to have used the utmost liberty in decid- | 4 minister who stuck to his pulpit who | Murray River, P. E.L,st the rate of
ing what officers it would bave to minis | was not comfortably provided for, and | $4 50 for pastor's support and $43.93 for
ter to itsspiritual niéeds, or' to carry on | did not see his children octupying good {'Con. Fund, Others are doingas well as
positions, while [ bave known many who | these or nearly so. Those who are con-
churchseem to bave resolved themselves | mixed up secular business with their holy | tributing to Home Missions can see that
by the foroe of cirélimstances, into three | calling, leave their sons and daughters to | some of the chtrohes, at least, that are
classes. First, those who attended 10 | become “ hewers of wood and drawers of | being helped, are doing nobly to help
Truly did David say, I have not | themselves. What & fine inerease in

with the church, that of preachiag the | sean the righteous forsaken, nor his seed | salaries there would be if all the ahurckes
word ; second, those who assisted in the | begging bread.

were giving in' the rame proportion as

Tcould if I woild speak of every | those named above.
of the church; and third, those whose | bankrupt concern that has disgraced the
duties were of an entirely secular nature, history of the Maritime Provinces, rob-
The second of these merged into the

BRIGHTENING PROSPECTS,
The outlook for our home mission wark
was never brighter. The prospect now

on a large numb{or of fields throughout

the year. God is giving us men from un-

expected quarters. We are praying

Him to move the stronger churches to

supply the money needed for the work.
DO NOT FORGET

There are at least ten or eleven of the | that by sending $2 you will get Dr. Bill's
Baptist churches of the Western N. B. | « Fifty Years with the Baptists,” telling
Baptist A--ocinliun,d reported ;;nwrlu; about the old-fathers and their early
AR 5 by Bro. Thomas, under pastoral supervi- | gtruggles to plant New Testament .
duties it may decide that they can best el pise o (inep;ut. cipl:iu 'M.Pm" g :l'::
Others of these pastorless churches are | time put $2 into the Home Mission
‘making an effort to have their pulpits | Treasury.

supplied. Bro. Cohoon and the H. M. B,
are making arrangements for student

A. Couoox,
Cor. Sec’y H. M. B,
Hebron, N. 8, April 7,

- -
The Late Rev. Walter Barss,

A eard from my friend, G. J. C. White,
of Boston, has just reached me bearing
these words : “ Walter died on Sunday.”
I bave read no sadder words for many a
day. If the class of 'S80 at Acadia had a
member who was more a favorite than
the rest, that one was Walter Barss. He

I find upon striot enquiry. that in the | was my friend,and 1 shall never have one

niore true or more valued. His sterling
integrity and his genuine manliness en-
deared him to us all. 1 never knew him
to do s mean act, 1 never heard trom
his lips an expression which would have
been out of taste in the most refined
society. My olsssmates were all good
men and true ; but when I say of hi

that he was primus inter pares they will
all agree with me.” His memory will
always remain with me. I hope it will
help me to do my work better. Ido
not say these things because my friend

"held a session with the Baptist church of is gone. 1have often said them. And I

am glad that the last word he heard from -
me was & word of strong appreciation
which I wrote him in answer to a kind
word from him. His work was well done,
grandly done, and now his ocoupation is
a higher, and even & more congenial one.
That comforts me, and those who stood
nearer to him than I did. May a kind
Father’s comfort be theirs.
B. F. Siursox.,

South Berwick, Me., April 9.

L s

Literary Notes.

The April number of The Homiletic
Review opens with a striking article by
D{' "Eu?‘vlv"oodau “The ng_:! }l‘e“!‘;iom
of the Religions to Christianity.”
Bishop Huntington writes on “Applid
Christinnity the True Socialism.” = Dr.

and who are prepared to exercise discip-
line, were questions of discussion sug-
gested for consideration. The discussion
was very heartily participated in by the
ini and other breth present.
This paperis to be before the body st
the next meeting at Bridgewater. The
remainder of the afternoon service was
spent in inspiring devotional i

In the evening a substantial congregs-
tion came up to listen to addresses by

the pastors. jects of d

di “ Liturgical Ten-
dencies and the Service of the Reforma-
tion,” “Bibliolatry and Monumenti-
mania” forma the sixth of Dr. Camden
M. Cobern's series on “ Egyptology.”
“The Gospel to Them that are Dead,”
by T. D.*Witherspoon, D. D, forms &
strong sequel to the same author’s pre-
vious articles on “ Christ Pr
the Spirits in Prison.” The Sermonic
Section is well sustained.

The New Bngland Magasine for April
contains several notable articles, on sub-

g

interest were brought before the people.
“Home Missions,” “ Foreign Missions,”

bath. The worship of the synagog

bad received the p 1 of
the Baviour, who often took partin its
services. These were admirably adapted
to the nature of the religion He was
about to establish, and to the work for
which He was training His disciples.
The form of worship practised in the
synagogue was simple anda capable of

or

to our appesl. We are expectin, ;lny
such ressions of help in lh'hn.l
wa"!hy b All

bl AND

Vasiron,

1diti 118 to suit the
wants or tastes of any people. It con-
sisted of three things : prayer, the tead-
ing of the scriptures and the exposition

too an 1 have
the history of a minister who had aceu-
mulated a large fortune, stripped of it in
o few months by unfortunate specula

cloud of indeb that

“Education” awd Y Chri Benefi-
cence,” were profitably spoken to by pas-
tors Willisms, Corey, Raymond and Mo-
Neil, resp ly. A good ion for

i d the labors

it . ‘:hy.

death bed. These men, before they
listened to the‘Byren song, “ there are

is my belief that after their bitter re-
pentance the spirit of ach took ita flight
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