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$125.73 and the expenses $41 26, leaving a
balance of $74 47 on hand. —Adopted. ;

Rev. Mr, Skinner meved the following
resolution :—

Resolved, that in view of the appaling re-
sults of the blighting liquor traffic in the past
and especially its serious hindrance to the suc-
cessfal spread of enr common Christianity at
home snd on our foreign miseion fislds, we re-
cord our approval of advanced legislation to
supprees this, one of the worst of all evile, and
urge our people to use all legitimate means in
their power to lessen and finally de:troy this
terrible business, looking forward to the early
enactment of a full and ample prohibitory law
43 the only sure remedy for this acknowledged
ovil.

Carrled.

The matter of the publication of the
“‘year book” was taken up and it was de-
cided to have 4,000 coples printed,

It was decided to pay Rev, Dr, Saunders,
and Rev. Dr. Sawyer’s expenses to Toronto
last year on denominational work, And
2lso the €xpenses incurred by the secretary
of the convention,

A vote of thanks was passed to the preel.

dert, for his impartial rulings,

The minutes of convention were read, and
the convention adjourned to meet at Char-
Iottetown next Auguat,

THE FRUIT HARVEST.
Large Yield of Fall Apples in New England
—Winter About 87 Per Cent. of
the Usual.

REPORTS FROM MOST POINTS DISCOURAGING
—A SHORT APPLE CROP ABROAD,

SrriNGFIELD, Masgs,, Aug, 18.—With the

/s

“ald of some 1,500 special correspondents, the

New England Homestead will this week be
enabled to present a very complete forecast
as fo the larger frults whose harvest has now
commenced, It Is the *‘ even ” or bearing
year for apples in New England, but though
there las large yleld of fall frult, the report
Indicate that the crop of winter apples will
be about 78 per cent. of the uszal “‘zven”

year yleld in the six Siates,
In the best apple countles of Vermont

along Lake Champlaln not two-thirds a full
even year crop will be secared, while Maine
reports a decrease of 20 per cent, but both
these States and New Hampshire will have
alarge surplus, Connecticut has but half
a crop and Massachusetts. 80 per cent. Bat
the falling off in New Eogland will be partly
made up by the great crop in the apple sec-
tlons of Nova Scotla; Aenapolis and Kings
counties last year exported only 40,000 bar-
rels, but this season will have a surplus of
100,000 barrels, Perhaps the most signifi-
oant fact revealed in this important report is
that the great apple counties of Western
New York “‘promise the highest crop in 20
years, and the worst feature is that the
quality promises to be comparatively poor,”
to use the language of a partioularly well.
Informed party, whose statement is confirm-
ed by our many reporters,

The great apple countrles of Orleans, Mon-
roe, Niagars, Wayne and Wyoming agree
closely in reportirg scarcely 50 per c.nt. of
an average yield,

Mavy towns in this section which usually
ship great quantities of apples will have
practically nove for export ihis year, and
farmers have very fine ideas as to prices;
In Eistern New York there is a better
proepect, but the aversge for the whole
state (400 reports) is only 52 per cent.
Pennsylvanla has 85 per cant. of a fall
apple crop, and there is a good crop in Oalo,
but further west the reports are dlscourag-
Ing and the northwest and southwest have
such a small supply as o offer & remunera-
tive market for the surplus of the middle
states, much of which was last year avall-
able for export.

THE OUTLOOK ABROAD,

Cable reports on Tuesday from various
pointe in Ecgland and on the continent con-
firm the earlier predictions of a rather short
apple crop there, especially of good fruit in
England; but the orange crop of southern
Europe will be large, and will affect the
Eoglish - demand for American apples
somewhat, Consequently there will be a
good demand in England for our frult, We
exported thence nearly 900,000 barrels last
year, the “‘odd” year, and the supply was so
large that prices were barely remunerative,
‘We incline to the opinion that the exports
will hardly be as large this year, and while
prices may be a little better, the business of
exporting apples s now too closely managed
to permit of any great advantages over the
Eroﬁts to be had by selling in domestic mar-

ets.

The wisdom of helding winter fruit for
higher prices Is therefore problematical, and
muet largely depend wmpon later develop-
ments. Amerlcan orange pippins sold in
Liverpool at $3.60 per barrel on Monday,
the first sale of the season, which ls equiva-
lexit to about $2 50 net on this side—a slight
advancs on current rates,

PEARS, PEACHES AND GRAPES,

Pears will be considerably below the usual
yleld. Peaches for the third time are prac.
tically a faillure north of the 4lst parallel;
pluns are a fale crop and will be cheap,
while grapes in New Jersey are light, and
the good crop In southern New Eogland
should bring fair prices.

U. 8. Crop Report.

FREDERICTON, Aug. 24,
To the Editor of The Sun ;= .

SIR—From the August bulletin of the U.
S, Department of Agricultare, I gather the
following information in regard to the crops
of the United States,

Hay—In New England and New York the
yleld was large and secured in good ocondi-
tlon, generally, the principal exceptions be-
Ing Minnesota, Wisconsin and parta of Ohlo,
the hay crop is reported to be above the
average,

PoraTors—The condltion of potatces de-
clined duriog the month, and the present
average is lower than any former average for
August, ‘‘but this does not necessarily fore-
shadow a very bad harvest.” Drought Is
the principal cause of the backward condi-
tion of this orop, although it is ‘in part at-
tributed to the Colorado beetls, which *‘has

een more injurious than in some recent
years,”

Oa13—The Indications are of a yleld below
the average, except in New Eogland, where
there will be a full average.

CorN—The condition of the corn crop is
unfavorable, with a marked decline during

uly,

WaEAT—Spring wheat 1s below the aver-
age and fally six per cent. lower than last
year, The London advices of the depart-
ment are that Earopean wheat is ten per cent
below last year. Yours traly,

Cuas, H, Lucrrx,

JEWISH CoURTESY.—One of the Congregs.
tional churches of Montreal worship in a rent.
ed building, and this building having been sold

%o another church which expscted to take pos.
session in a few weeks, among the cffers to the
retiring _congregation was a kind invitation

from » Jewish congregation placing at their

disposal the Jewish Temple of Emmann Ei,
until arrangementa conld %e made for per.

wanent place of worship,

POOR HUMANITY.
AUTBOB_U;KNOWN .

Behold this ruin! ’Twas a ekoll

Once of ethereal spirit full,

This narrow celt was life’s retreat ;

This place was thonght’s mysterious reat,
What beautions visiops filled this spot
With dreams of pleasure long forgot !
Nor hope, nor joy, nor love, nor fear,
Have left one trace of record here,

Beneath this mouldering canopy

Oncs shone the bright and busy eye ;

Bat start not at the dismal void !

It social love that eye employed,

If with no lawless fire it gleamed,

But through the dews of kindness beamed,
That eye shall be forever bright

When sun and stars are sunk in night,

Within this hollow cavern hung

The ready, swift and tunefal tongue,

If falsehood’s honey it disdained,

And when it could not praise was chained H
If bold in virtue’s cause it spoks,

Yet gentle concord never broke :

The silent tongus shall plead for thee,
When time unveils eternity,

Say, did these fingers delve the mine,
Or with the envied ruby shine ?

To hew the rock or wsar the gem,
Can little now avail to them,

Baut if the page of truth they sought,
Or comfort to the mourner brought —
These hands a richer meed shall claim
Than all that wait on wealth or fame,

Avails it whether bare or shod,

These feet the path of duty trod ?

If from the bowers of ease they fl:d,

To seek sffliction’s humble shed ;

If grandeur’s guilty bribe they spurned,
And home to virtus’s cot retarned—
These faet with angel’s wings shall rise,
And tread the palace of the skies,

THE CONVENTION SERMON

Preached by Rev.T. A, Bigeirs, D. D,
¢f Wolfville,

4And now I am no more in the world, but these ara
in the world, and I am come to these. Holy Father,
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast
given me, that they may be one, as wq are,

That they a'l may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, thaty they also may be one in us;
that the worll may bedeve that thou has sent
me. )

I in them and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one: and that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast
loved me —John zvii: 11, 21, 23,

Dr. Higgins sald: The custom of the past,
and probably the expectation of the present,
would seem to require that some subject
should be presented on this occasion, the
{llustration and enforcement of which would
tend further to strengthen our position as a
denomination, or still better, perkaps, to
fire our zeal in pushing the interests anfer-

taken, to thelr grandest issues, And if this
reasonable expectation,{complete success, is
not realized, and the overburdened boards of
underpald workers,do not find relief, through
the ‘*‘convention sermon,” £o called,we trust
that deliverance may come from same other
quarter. Oar peculiar priaciples, if we
have any, are undying if they are divine,
For the word of our Lord endureth for ever,
and if our enterprizes, socleties, institutions,
are the legitimate outgrowth ot heaven-born
principles, they will continue in some form
to bear fruit, till other agencies still more
effectual shall be prepared to do the work,
And so it may not be needfal always to be
intensely denominational, even in these
gatheringe where the wisdom and strength of
the denomination are centred.

I have therefore chosen a subject no more
vital to ourselves as a body than to all
others, who profess a union with the Lord
Jesus Christ and cherish the hope that the
time has come when i1s consideration may
be fruitful of good; perhaps more so than
would have been the case a few years
ago.

g'.[‘he text may be found in several places
in the 17ch chapter of the Gospel by John,
the 11th, 218t and 23+d. Ia the 11th verse,
‘‘Holy Father,keep through thine own name
those whom thou hast given me, that they
may be one as we are.” In the 21.t verse,
¢‘That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the werld may believe that
thou bas’ sent me.” In the 23cd verse, *‘I
in them and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved
them as thou hast loved me,” The repeti-
tlom of this part of the prayer Is very signifi-
cant, a8 though the thought was so urgent
and pressing that it could not be left to rest
g0 long as the son of man had opportunity to
lead,

(1) The ideal church is a united church,
“‘One Lord, one falth, one baptism.” QOge
in essentlal doctrines, as far as this is need.
ful for oneness of heart, Oane in sympathy,
In affection, one in all the grand aims for
which the church was instituted, and for
which continued existence 1s guaranted till
the end of time. When the ideal church be.
comes the real, the actual, much infidelity,
agnosticiem, unbelief in its various forms,
will yield the groznd now held, and Jesus
will be acknowledged kiog and Lord, Ac.
cording to the prayer “‘that the world may
believe] that thou hast sent me,” the ideal
church is a united body.

The term *‘church,” however, we employ
here not as representing any local or even
denominational body, We shallavold being
§00 sectarian on the one hand and too broad
on the other, by saying that, omitting defi.
nitions, we mean by ‘‘che church” that body
to which Christ referred when he sald: “On
this rock I will build my church and the
gates of hell shall net prevail agalnst it.”
That body to which Paul referred when he
wrote to Timothy: “That thou mayest know
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
house of God, which 1s the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.,” That 1s the body. It is notours
now to enquire where it is to be found, or
who belong to it. It must be in existence,
or etherwise, the promise of Christ, “Lo, I
am with yon alway, even unto the end of
the world,” would seem to have failed.

The term “‘ideal” we use here not in the
sense of imaginary, fanciful and therefore
unreal, but rather as representing the per.
fected model of redeemed manhood, usited
for worship and work, as it existed In the
divine purpose, ere the world was,and which
“Immanuel, God with us,” has undertaken
to make real, By regenerating and wash.
ing. By fashloning and moulding, By
training and teaching, till all the discordant
elements shall bs eradicated; and hea;t blend
with heart, and all mind the same ‘things,
because all mind the law of Christ, which is
the law of love,

The gospel of Christ is designed and fitted
to produce this result.

Sin, error, frlsehood, hatred, sll tend to
divide, separate and scatter. Truth re.
ceived and believed drawa together, There
is one bible, Itis the Book of the world,
Orlental in its figures and poetry, orlental in
its imagery and composition, Bat divine in
its origin; for ‘'holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
Universal in ite authority, And the time
fs approaching when the Orient and the
Occldent shall together bow to the teachings
of the one book, worship the one God and
trust in the one Redeemer, who dled to save
men of all colors, languages and climes., One
God and Fatherofall, Oce Paraclete,the com-
forter of all, and one Bible, the {nstructor of
all, will ultimately bring Gentile and Jew,

Barbarlan and Scythbian, bond and free, Into
one common brotherhood.

(2.) The atonement of Christ 1s designed to
accomplish this. It s as far reaching as the
race,

If he died for all, then were all dead,
As in Adam all died, g0 in Chriat all may be
made alive, Quotlng the great commission
will establish this, ‘‘Go ye Into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature,” His morality, education, refine.
ment, will not place him above the
need cof gospel grace. Hlis ignorance
and degradation and sln will not place him
beyond redemption,slnce the blcod of Christ
cleanses from all sin,

The bond of unlon is the Lord Jesus
Chiist. Of course it will be impossible in
this connectlon entirely to separate Christ
and the truth, For he said, *‘I am the way,
the truth and the life.” Then union, con-
cord, harmony, would seem to require agree-
ment in the leading doctrines of the gospel.
For how ‘‘can two walk together except
they be agreed ?” Bat then is it not well for
us to remember that ‘‘great is the mystery
of godliness ?” The trath is very deep,
very broad, very high. Can we grasp it all?
Can we measure it ? Can we fathom 1t ? If
we oannof, how far can human wisdom
formulate a creed to bind another’s con.
sclence ? There can be no substantial union
without some agreements in the funda-
mentals of our falth, Bat is it essential that
each should believe the same truths in pre.
olgply the same way? ‘Excepta man be
born agaln he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” Take regeneration for instance,
Suppose one regards regeneration as
the first step In a religlous life, and that
nelther repentance nor falth can precede it,
Suppose that another belleves that deep re-
pentance must be wrought in the soul first,
and falth exercised in Christ before the work
of regeneration can be effected. Does such
a difference in views constitute a reason for
a distinct church for each ? They don’t be-
lieve alike, They differ, and that too on
one of the fundamentals of the faith, Butis
not the question, are they both regenerate,
born of God ? so much larger than, Do they
see eye to eye in all detalls ! that the Iatter
may be swallowed up in the former and lost
sight of ?

It seems very clear that more than half of
the divieions which have rent the church as.
under, have come for the wan$ of keeping
the great matters to the front; or allowing
details to assume the Importance of first
princlples,

Suppose one iz hyher-Calvanist. Hy be-
lieves in fixed fate and eternal decrees,
Suns, systems and worlds, men, angels and
arch-angels all waving in harmony with the
eternal purpose, Another is a low Armin.
{an, While théoretically acknowledging the
divine sovereignty, he believes that God,
In the exerclse of his eternal right, has
granted, within certaln limits, freedom of
choice to Intellectual and responslble beings,
What then ? mnst there be two distinot
churches in which these may worship? Ara
we not all Calvanists and Arminians in turn ?
Are we not all brought occasionally, either
In the study of the word or in daily life,
where we find ourselves held fast in the
meshes of some unchanging purpose, and
powerless to go forward or backward, to the
right or lefr, only as a way is made for us ?
We are environed—have no election, and
are compelled to be Calvanists, But agaln,
there seems to be more liberty,—There are
openings all round. And within certain
limits we ara coneclous cf the power to
choose, So consclous that we can chocse
and muet, and that weal or woe depends
upon the choice, that we could almest wish
there were only one way. Almost wish that
the responsibility of the cholce could be
thrown upon another, Then we are Armi.
nians., Althcugh perhaps after the choloe
has beer made, and comes up in after years
for review, we may find that there was not
a8 much difference in the two positions as
we thought. There is a divinity after all,
elther within us or withous$, *‘that shapes
our ends, rough new them as we may.”

Bat if the turn of mind or training of one
has been such asto lead him to wander
much among the high hilla of the fixed and
the eternal, while that of another leads him
to the more busy and practleal of free
will and personal choice, is this any
reason why the two may mnot work
together and worship together? There is
much about these two views that neither
can explalo, And they may discuss i till
doomsday without b:iog much nesrer the
golution., If both have been renewed by
divine grace, hearts changed by the power
of the spirit; if both have felt the need of
Christ, and have accepted Him as their life
it doesn’t o much matter whether each or
either knows jast how or why it was brought
about. Probably they were both led by a
way that they knew not; the eternal purpose
and the personal choice working together to
save a soul from death, accordiog to the
efernal plan, If one sees the divine pur-
purpose the most cleatly and the other sees
human responsibility the most clearly it may
mean that the same church needs the ex-
perience, the gifts, the graces of the two, so
that all the phases of the truth which s
broad and deep may be kept to the front,
The one can urge dlvine sovreigaty and
eternal purpose, saying, ‘‘By grace ye are
saved,”’ and the other proclalm, “Work
while the day last,” “Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembliog,” while
another chimes i, *It {s God that worketh
in you,” and yet the truth has not been ex-
hausted, nor has any nots of discord been
sounded. It is error that divides., And
half a truth or truth wrenched away from its
companion truth becomes very like an error
and may cause division,

S> we return to our original statement,
The great bond of union is Christ. He Is
‘‘the way, the truth and the life,” It pleas.
ed the Father that all fulness. should dwell
In Him, He Is to become to the intellectual,
the soclal, the moral, the spiritual world
what the natural sun is to the nataral world,
the centre of light and warmth, and the
power towards which all shall be drawn,
And when all are drawn towards Christ they
cannot help belng drawn towards each other,
The benefits of unlon {in the service of God
are foo manifest to need statement. *Unjon
is strength” in many ways, (1) More pow-
erful in preaching, Three or foar struggling
Interests in the same village, each with an
empty treasury, a dilapidated building, a
bandfal of people and perhaps a very {a-
efficlent religious Instructor; these are the
outgrowth of divided views. Not to men.
tlon the petty jéalousies and illfeeling which
spring up when what is barely sufficient for
one muet be divided among many, And we
are not now spealling or thinking even of
the financlal needs only of public worship,
Bat of the need of members, of Intellectual
and spiritual gifts, the variety of tastes and
experiences which when = brought to-
gether In harmonious and helpful action may
stimulate the energles, fire the zeal, acd
give a field worthy of the noblest efforts of
those oalled &gﬁenforoe the truth or lead the
devotions, e stimulus of numbers and
varlety is needed, For no man can bring
out all the possibliitieq of power that are in
him with a congregation of forty before him
in his preparation, and perhaps half that
number when he addréeses them from the
pulpit. Many a preacher who has grown
prosy within the narrow limits of some small
sect or party might have become eloquent if
the intellectual, moral, and spiritusl .wants
of a thousand people of all grades and ranks
stared him In the face each time he looked
forth from his pulpit. The multiplicity of
needs would make every passage a suitable

fext; the multiplicity of tastes every illus.
tration appropriate; the aggregate of the
wants and dangers a mighty power to sug.
gest words and warnings always needed by
some one,

(2) Power imparted to the pralee of wor-
ship by more union, The stimulus of num-
bers and varied gifts is needed sgain here,
Somebody said he didn’t care who made the
laws of a patlon if he were permitted to
compose its songs. The lnspiring effect of
music has been recognized in every age
of the world. The gospel cung {s sometimes
more éffectual than the gospel preached.
*'Enter Into his gates with thanksgiving and
Into his courts with peace; be thankful unto
him and bless hls name,” “‘Speaking to your-
selves in psalms and hymas and spiritual
songs; singlng and making melody in your
heart to the Lord,” - Unlen is needed here.
For to the same extent thas there ara dis-
cordant elements of any kind, the melody
in the heart will be marred. If the doctrine
that pleases one does mot sult another
one for advance movements and an-
other for conservative measures, if there
are conflicting views of doctrine, or of duty,
and theee kept to the front, there will be
feebleness or discord in the psalms and
hymns and spiritual gongs, some changes
needed, some candles extingulshed, some
views modified, some observances altered, or
mighty forbearance and grace granted all
round before the church wuniversal will be
able together to sing, ¢‘Bshold how good and
how pleasant 1t is for brethren to dwell
together In unity.” Bat we balieve the day
le coming, for our Lord prayed to the Father
““That they all may be one as thou, Father,
art in one and I in thee; that they also may
be one in ur; that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me,” .

(3), Oueness of heart and alm essential to
give full efficlency to prayer,

Great things are promised to Zlon, Great
things are promised to Christ by the Father,
*‘The heathen for thine inheritance and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy posses-
slon.” Great things are promised by Christ
to his own. *‘Greater things than these
shall ye do, because I go to the Father,”
But 1t 18 elther clearly stated or fally implied
everywhere in the word that these promised
blessinge shall wait the call ot prayer, “‘Ask
aud ye shall recelve;” *If two of you shall
agree, as touching anything that they shall
ask, 1t shall be done for them of my Father
which is ‘in Heaven. ‘Thus sald the Lord
God, 1 will yet for this be en.
quired of by the houseof Israel to do it
for them.” The prophecies of glorious con-
quests are still waiting their falfilment. And
the fulfilment 1s walting not for power,
For all power has been glven to
Christ. Not for silverand gold, for these be-
long to the Lord, Not for open doors, for
the whole world is now open to the gospel,
Walting for what? For something which a
divided Christlanlty cannot give, There is
prayer, and many prayers and earnest
prayers, And we shall not be infidel
enough to doubt that rich asd abundant
blessings are comiong down unto many hearts
and homes in answer to these earnest cries,

But the one thing we have rTi and per-
haps cannot have under preeen$ conditions is
uaited prayer. Two may agree and more
than two. And if thees were all their agree-
meat might work woundrons results. Bat
what are the facta ¢f the case? Divided
views give divided prayers. Tay kiogdom
cems uttered in Italy,in France, in Ireland,
meaas, “Let the decrees from the Vatican bs
supreme, and all sects bow down to the
Pepe of Rome.” “Thy kingdom come,”
uttered in Eagland and many congregations
elsewhere means, *‘Lst the church as estab.
lished by the law of the greatest of all the
natlons, receive the honors which are her
dus, and all schismatics hold their peace,”
“Thy kingdom come,” ia another place,
means, ‘‘Let the principles of Calvin, or
Luther or Knox or Wesley prevall,” or let
the church or branch of the church with
which the petitioners are identified have
great success, . . . . .

Great expectations were based upon what
{a called “The week of prayer.” Ail de.
nominations have been asked to meet for the
services, to meet together for prayer; to
pray for the same objects, and as nearly as
possible, at the same time, The programmes
have been circulated and in many cases fol-
lowed strictly. The prayers have been many;
delivered with some earnestness and impor-
taoity. But who will ventare to affirm that
there have been large manifest results, along
the lines in which these prayers have bsen
directed ?

And if not, whynot? Is his ear heavy
that he cannot hesr, or hils arm shortened
that it cannot save ? Oz do his promises fail ?
If not, we ask again why not abundant an-
ewers ? And without attempting to judge our
brothers let each of us look down deeply
foto hls own heart and answer this other
question first, Is it a possible thing to-bring
together the leading workers of the Episco-
pal church, high and low, the Lutheran, the
Presbyterian, the Congregationalist, the
Methodfat, Episcopal and general, the Bap-
tlet, open and close, Calvanistic and Free
Will, and have any one there ito voice a
petition in which there shall be universal
accord ? Yes, perhaps so, if it were as a
family gathering, pereonal friends confeseing
their own elns and asking the common
Father for needed bleseings, for our
common wants and dapgers make us
one when grace reaches the heart.
But in the larger and broader sense in which
prayer is wont to be made, could there be
united prayer? Prayer for the chaurch, but
what church is it that is prayed for? For
the spread of truth, but what s the truth?
What form of dootrine? What administra.
tion of ordinances have the petitioners in
mind? For the coming kingdom of Christ,
but how? By making men honest, truthfal
and sober, or by making them holy? Ior
the conversion of sinners, but when are sin-
ners converted? When they have abandon-
ed certain sinful habits? or when by Al.
mighty grace their hearts are made new,
and thelr lives hid with Christ ia God?
When there comes to be universxl accord on
these and kindred truths then-the same lan-
gusge used in prayer may become united
prayer, :

Bat real union in prayer camn hardly be
secured while there are s0 many standards
of falth and practice, so mu§ interpreta.
tions of the same doctrines, Buch varying
views as to where *“che trus church” s to be
found, Bat meanwhile we will do well to
ponder this closiog prayer of our Lord,
‘‘That they all may be one,” and the reason
sssigned, “That the world may believe,”
The eventful life on earth was drawing near
to its close,

Important themes, doctrine and duty ex.
plained; evidences of the divinity of the mis-
slon had been furnished ia mavy a miracu.
lons display. The final meeting had come.
‘“‘Now I am no longer in the world.” “Hnly
father I come to thee,” And the life's
labors and life’s teachings seem to be summed
up and concentrated, so to speak, In this
cloelng prayer., Sablime In the circum.-
stances surrounding the petitioner, sublime
In the loftiness of the thoughts concelved and
expressed. The prayer for himeeli, “Glorify
the son;” but why? “‘That the eon also
may glorify them.” The prayer for his
followers, repeated agaln and again, as
though all his wishea for them conld be
summed up in this one wilsh, That they
may be one as we are one, . g

The prophesy confalnedin the prayer is
in the course of fulfillment, and there are
some indications that the begloning of the
end of old controversies is at our doors,
There have been many storms, but the air is

a little clearer, 'The sun of righteousness is
beginning tothine with a brighter light,

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man avalleth much. The prayer of man
Christ- Jesus avsileth more, And so the
followers of Jeeus are to be ome, The
youngest member of thls convention may not
live tosee the day, but each of us can do
something towards the completion of
the  divine purpote, the fulfilling
the propkesy and answerlog the prayer,
Are our hearts sufficlently in unison with
the loving heart of our Lord, that we too
can pray ‘“‘That they all may be oze,” that
this oneness may becoms a mighty power to
convince the world and conqueor it for Christ ?
Then we will answer our Lord’s prayer, now
both his and ours by adopting all wise and
acriptural methods to brivg it about, ¢‘Let
us therefore follow after the things which
meke for peace.” Oa both sides of the At-
lantic there are movemen's fowards more
unlon, We know fall well that no mere
paper union, or formal assent to a catechism
can meet the demanda of the full mesning
of this prayer, Itisa oneness of heart and
not of creed that our Lord wounld have,
And since we as a people have stood in the
front in demanding soul liberty : for the
world, let us now occupy the same position
in any effort that may be made to bring all
souls freed from aln into a loving bond of
common brotherhood, We demand the right
to think, interpret and worship according to
our light, Would it not be well to enqalre
bow far we can grant the sams even to the
brethren of our communion without regard.
ing them as heretical even if they differ
from us, If there are the marks of
regeneration; if there are the signs of
heart cousecration ; if there is the evidence
of falth In the risen R:desmer, a willingness
to obey as far as the path is made lalo, are
not these the grand eszentials ? %eed we
enquire whether one is clinging too closely
to Calvin and another to Arminius if only
they are both cliglng to Christ? Is
not living the truth 80 much more import-
ant than signlng the creed, that we need
npt know whether ome believes in figal
perseverance or fears that he may fall
through unbellef : Whether one believes in
conditional immortallty or unconditional :
Whether one believes. in the personal reign
of Christ on earth or only his spiritual reign,
These and many other questions npon which
men equally wise and trae may differ, might
be lefs for future settlement.

Oane God the Father of all, one Saviour,
his Son, the Redeemer of all, one Holy
Splrit, the Sanctifier of all, Regeneration
as the need of all and evidences of its agy
complishment afforded. Love to Christ as
the duty of all and faith in his atoning
blood, manifested by a prompt and willing
obedience to all plaln and positive com.
mands, a helpfal, humble and Carist-like
spirit shown in daily life, and we would
seem to have all the essentials of true wor.
ship and active service, What more need we
ask for in order to constitute or make persons
eligible for church membership? If
we know that the life is honest, and the pur-
pose true, need we withdraw fellowship or
withold love and esteem, bscause there are
doubts In reference to some dootrines com.
monly belleved among us ?

A united church was the thing upon
which our Lord relfed to convince the world
of his own divine miesion. A dlvided
Christianity 1s doubtless accountable for
much of the unbelicf which etill exists,
“Ye are my witnesees, gaith the Lord,” But
to the same extent that the witnesses dis-
agres the evidence is stripped of its coa-
vincing power,

Is tnere any common rallylng ground up-
on which all churches can meet asone ? Not
now. The time is coming, but it is not here
yet. We should be willing to surrender
much for the sake of this. All mere senti-
ment, all veneration for old forms simply be-
cause they are old, all clinging to the teach-
Ings and practices of onr fathers simply be.
cauge they so belleved and_suffered rather
than gurrender, Everything in fact for the
sake of union except the plaln trath of
God’s word, that mast not be surrendered,
not if divielons continue for 1800 years
more, and infidelity fattens on the spoils of
religious controversy. The truth must be
held fasf, for that is our life and the hope of
the world, So the larger union which is
hoped for must walt a little longer,

But if we cannot bave the whole shall we
refuse to take a part? Is there any union
within our reach which msy in part fulfil the
prophecy and answer the prayer ? “That
they all may be one.” It would seem as
though all those who have reached ths con-
viction that regeneration i an abosolute es-
sential to constitate people the sons of God,
and that none others should be enrolled as
members of the church of Christ; that these
regenerate members should be burled with
Carlet in baptism and then rlse in all the
dignity of thelr sonship and heirship and
consecrate their lives to him whko has re-
deemed them by his grace, these should find
A common ground somewhere, where as one,
in harmony with the prayer of our text,they
can pray and work together to convince the
lost world that Christ f{s both King and
Lord and able to save to the uttermost all
that come to God by him.

Shall we have this smaller union? It may
be as the forerunner of the still more glori-
our comiog together of the redeemed ot the
Lord. And then the earth shall be filled
with his glory,

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY MEETING.

Annual Meeling of the Maritime Province
Union,

The ananal meetlawg of the Women'’s Baptist
Missionary Uaion of the maritime provinces

was held in Leinster street church, 23:d
ult, Mrs. M, W. Williams, of yWolf-

vilie, N. 8, presided, After devotional exer,
cises Mrs, Williams delivered an admirable ad-
dress on woman’s work, pointing out its use.
fulnees and reaponsibility.

The rsport of Mrs. March, correspondirg
secretary, was read as follows : —

Oar last report was closed with a promise
of the Liord’s, that He wou!d be with those
who put their trust in Him, and help them.
Sarely He has verified that promise amd has
gone before us this year, and leads us as a flock
up the suany slopes. And today we hear His
sweet voica ringing down throngh the ages,
“Other sheep I have which are not of this
fcld; them also I must bring and they shall be
one fold and one shepherd.

Sincs the morning ¢f the resurrection it has
been evident that the Master intended that
women shounld be very active, that they should
bs co-workers with Him, and that thay should
be first in'the work. Ho said to the women,
*Go tsll.” It is no wonder that we read *‘they
did run,”. The message which they bore so
gladdened their own hearts —His presence so
cheered them thep flsw to do his bidding,

And so today hearing the promise, 8o
I am with you alway” sounding ia our ears,
wa move forward in the work which he has
put into our hands going from strength-t).
strength :

The work done by us hitherto has been paid
in part by Sabbath school and mission band
moneys. This year, however, we selected the
fcllowing amount of work which was in no
way provided for :
Salary, Miss Wright.. o e « $500
do  Miss Grey.. o . e . 500
Scripture and Tracts.. .. v .. 130
Schoo 8.. i i e % oh - 200
Medicine., .. o o o8 9 o 250
Tent for Chicacole.. . - s . 100
Printing and Publishing. . e o e 250
Repalring a hounse a Kotapean.. e . 25
Toward dalary ef Male Missions.,. o e TI0

————

Making in all,. - . - DA - $2,600
This has been zais:d by the aid socleties and

-

paid over regularly quarterly to the ¥, M, B,
And we have a balance of $715,19,

This shows what our women can do by pere
severing and united e¢ffort. We are only in
the early morning of our usefulness, jost awak.
ing to hear the master calling us to
go forth with the cry “C ou'th,.
earth, earth. Hear the word of the Lord.
and with rejoicing feel that we can have a part
in causing the whole earth to rejoice in that
word of life !

Miss Wright’s health has been fally restored
and she is pursuing her work, Day by day she
visits among those poor sisters of ours,
points them to the loving Saviour. She has
many tokens of encourasgement, yet she has
not eeen that great tuenicg unto the Lord
which she has desired, but ths seed is being
sown and the master of the harvest is watche
ing over and takiag care of it, It will bring
forth some sixty and some an hundred fold,
Chasaie, one of_ounr former boarding girls is her
Bibls woman.” Miss Wright speaks of her ag
being a devote?, zialous Christian worker,

Miss Grey has charge of the school at Bimli-
patam and haa been very successful. The Lord
has given her continuous good health and
an assurance cf his divine favor and help,
Her school has averaged 33, The teachers are
Venketiswamy and Lizzie, The boarding
girls are Susie, Godavary, Yerrace, Chiana,
and Multy Yellama,

Mrs, Archibald’s health has not been good
during the past year, yet she works on, Her
cure of the Sabbath echool and dsiiy Bibla
claszes, together with her visiting and regular
prayer meetings and the oversight of the
Bobbilli schools and general missiorn work has
been sufficisnt for one strong and well. She
could not hava done it but for the heart cheer
she has had in seeing those for whom she_labor«
ed casting{down their idols and coming t> the
true God. Thus encouraged, year by year sha
has held up the trus light in that dark land,

Stammah and Nersema are the Bible woment
in this place. Vissvem, Rague and Lininna
are the teachers, This school numbers 57.
Mrs, Hutcbinson at Chicacole is, a8 usual, per-
severing faichful aud true, She with her
Bible women Heramah and Marthice
sre weaging war with the kingdom
of darkaess ia this place and find strong con-
solation in the fact that the captain who never
lost a battle is theirs, and they shall conquor
though they die. Much good has already been
accomplished. The echool numbers 25, There
are three boarders, Soorigah,Savara Usichama,
and Mary,

There are four schools in connectich with
this field, Chicacole, Iekkeli, Urban, and
Akalatampaca, Great good is being done by
them, and he alone who can number the stars
can tell the soul-saving inflaences that ars
daily going cu: from these centres,

Mcrs. Sanford is still at home but expects to
return with her husband in the sutumn to
take up the work that lies so near her heart,
and in which she has been the means of ac-
complishing 80 much., Itis with pleasure we
remember that she was one of the flrst lights
who went into that dark spot of earth
that we love to call our mission
Mrs, Churchill wiil also return this autumn
without having rested since she came home.
Feeling the pressure of the work upon her and
seeing the necessity of the women 1n this land
entering more fally into it, she has travelled
from placs to plack talking npon the theme of
which her soul was 80 all aglow, and has done
a great work, She has organized 14 aid so-
cieties and assisted in organizing eight mission
bands, this besides stirring up numbers t2 feel
that they must do more in giving the goapel te
the heathen.

She now asks for an educated, consecrated
youag lady to go with her to Bobbilli to help
ber intaking up and éarrying on the work
there, May the God of wisdom make the se-
lsction and give her her request. Scrip
tare portions, on caste and _ other
sabjscts have been faithfully disposed
of on the various fislds, The amouzt designat.
ed for a tent is unexpended, but will be added
the coming year to a further sum which is re-
quired for the purchase of a set of tents asked
for by the miscionary at that station.

And now while it may seem cut of place by
some that we report concerning our male mise
sionaries, yet it muast be remembered that $770
are raised by our women toward their salaries
this year, aud we feel that it is our privilege
to epaak of our four herces, Mr. Churchill
and Mr, Sanford at home and Mr, Hutchinson
and Mr, Archlbald on the field, and we would
lift our hearts in thankfulness to Almighty
God that while cther boards have to mournm
that their workers have fallen, the lives of our
missionaries have been precicus in his sight.

Signed on behalf of the board,
M, E, MagcH,
Cor. See.

Oz motion, the report was unanimously
adopted.

Mzrs, Nelder of Windsor, N. 8., read the re-
port of the Nova Scotia socisfy. There are
seventy-two societies ia the province, thirteen
being added the present year. The report

gave an outline of tne work being accomplished
by tha ladies throughout the province, which
was very encouraging.

Miss Ada Hopper read the report of the P,

E. Island society.

Mrs. Emmerson read the report of the New
Brunswick missionary union. A number of
the societies failed to report daring the
year, and & hope was expressed that
socleties would be more prompt in the
fatare, Roports were received from
8t. John, Fredericton, Woodstock, Moncten,
Cumberland Bay, Campbellton, Chipman,
Havelock, St George, Portland, Macnequac,
Bt. Stephen, Dorochester, Sussex, Rockport,
Albert, Riverside and Carleton, Mrs, Em-
merson repogted the work during the year was
highly encouraging.

Mrs. Manning, treasurer of the union, re- °

ported that Nova Scotia societies had contri-
bnted $1,741 23, and through donations $41 67;
New Bruuswick $1,016.06, donations $8; P, k.
Island $304 35, The total received from all
sources during the year was $3215.18. Com-.
pariog this year with last, there was an in-
creage in Nova Scotia of $213 16, in New
Bruuswick of $59.78, and in P. E. Island
$4849, makiog a total increase of
$321 43, According to population Prines
Edward Island shows  the . largest
increase, Truro leads the lists of Nova
Beotia contribators and Moncton of New
Brunswick’s, The estimates for 1886 87 are
$3,000, :

Afier the above repart had been adepted,
Mrs, John Wright read a paper entitled Chri:s
the Missionary,

Mrs, O. W, Gates of Newton Centre, Mass.,
on being iatroduaced, delivered an excellent ad-
dress on the importance of women in the for-
eign mission fields, Mra, Gates spoke cf the
great work being done by the Women's Cheis-
tian Temperance Uanion ths world over. The
work of missions is now being also carried on
by women. The church of ths next centmy
will be more of a mission church tham
today., The church of God is finding fte
self into every section of the world,
Our civilization is based on Christianity, The
great miseion field of the world today is China,
and hesthenism is slowly but surely going
down before the Christian missionary. The
gospel with all its inflaencs must be pushed
into foreign lands with z3al, Mrs, Gates waa
proud to be able to join hands with the mis-
slonery societies of the Dominion in helping to
spread the goepel throughout the world.

Mrs, Wyman of Apohaqui, K. C., was in-
trodaced and spoke at soms length on the
work being accomplished under the auspices of
the Free Baptist missionaries, and predicted
still greater work in the futare.

A solo by Mrs, Seely followed, afier which
Miss Amy Johoson of Dartmouth read a paper
on the home element in foreign missions, .

After the collection had been taken up, the
meeting closed with the doxology, to mest this
afternoon at three o’clock,

The mesting this afternoon will be of spacial
interest. There will be papers from mission=
aries on the field and at home, There will alsa
be n.ifarewell address to missionaries about re-
turning,

SECOND SESSION,

The eecond session of the Womer’s Baptist
Missionary Unicn of the maritime provinces
convened in the Leinster strest Bapti:t churck,
on Wednesdsy at three o'clock, Mrs, M,
W. Williams of Wolfville, presiding.

After prayer by Mrs, Emersor, Mrs, John
March read a letter from Miss Gray and Miss
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