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make a mere lawyer or physician, rather than a gen-
erally able and enlightened man. DBut why, it may
properly be asked, why should such improvement of
the miind,—such exercise, and by exercise, strength-

ening of the powers of the understanding, as is given

mplied in academical education, be limited to
what are called the learned professions ? Are they not
equally desirable for those who are engaged in the
honorable pursuits of mereantile life? Is it not desir-
able that such advantages should be widely extended ?
Should they not as far as possible be extended to the
humblest, who have sense and taste enongh to desire
them, and whose time admits of their enjoying them ¢
Would not such education tend to dignify the charac-
ter of those who obtain it? And would not the diffu-
sion of such education by, increasing the number of
minds interested in the facts and applications of
science and the obseryations on which it is founded,
tend to the advancement of science, and to the ob-
taining ultimately, a clearer and deeper insight into
the mysteries both of mind and matter, than men have
yet been able to reach.

A collegiate course of instruction should be consi-
dered as carrying out and perfecting the classical
education of the school, much of “which must other-
wise be lost. That indeed many are ‘(lisimsc(l to
think is all lost, becanse the knowledge which had
been acquired is so soon forgotten amidst the active
pursuits of life,—~a great mistake, however,—for the
exercise and training of the intellect, in the acquisi-
tion of such amount of classical knowledge as is gain-
ed at school, is never lost, but the advantages of it re-
main throughout all life. Certainly however it would
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