
PRELIMINARY REPORTS. 7

A portion of thciarge increase n assessed value, in 1863, is explained by 
the circumstance, thaicertain valuabl properties, exempt from assessment, 
placed upon the roll >r the first time:

were

HUNICIPA TELEGRAPH.

The Fire, Water, and Police Apartments of the City Government 
thoroughly connected by Kcnnard t'Co.’s Fire-Alarm and Police Telegraph, 
completed at an expense of $20,000 ;nd which was brought into operation on the 
19th January, 18C ^-""he Central lice Station is thus in constant communi­
cation with all tb,ther station» toVjrsghout the city, enabling the Chief instantly 
concentrate nis forces in any case of emergency. By the same agency, the 

upermtendent of the Water Works can communicate with the attendants at the 
Iheel-house, at the work-shops, or at the reservoirs.
I For facilitating the movements of the Fire Department, Montreal is divided 

f° four districts. There arc sixty-four signal-boxes placed throughout the city 
t comparatively short distances apart; an alarm (giving the number of the’ 
tat,on) 1S sounded on a church-bell, in each district, and tapped in every signal- 
ox throughout the city, generally within a minute of the time when the intclli- 
=nce was first communicated. The Fire Brigade can, therefore, go almost direct 
) the place where the fire has occurred. There are 527 public fire-hydrants
fCwt ^ ÎT*0? t0 6°,°.yards aPart> each caPabIe of supplying two streams 
f water with the force of jets from steam fire-engines.

Two years’ experience with the fire-am.-m telegraph has given a sense of 
nty to the public, and disarmed opposition that had been made to its adop- 

1°".; and lt, seems now t0 be *- nionstrated, that the occurrence of such confia- 
rations as hi ve in times past devastated large portions of the city is rendered
Imost impossible. No wooden dwellings are now allowed to be built within the 
ty limits.
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CITY WATER WORKS.

snnnlied with water, brought from the River St. 
ne Rapids, to the wheel-house by 
3 hitherto been driven by two breast- 
every twenty-four hours. A new and
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$2,934,404
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