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+o The
0 ON, eroh 18 —-The Germau

continued their retreht on the
Somme today, yielding between 400
‘,“ud 600 square miles of territory

of nesrly 100 miles, mend ng from
sector to the Oue River. Press-
¢close on the heels of the retreating
, the French and British troops oc-
: mile after mile of open ground, and
still pushing forward.
German ;retirement reached  its
: popor.ﬁonl within the Arras and
uheuu which now have been nearly
t At points in the former sec-
_ﬁle Bﬂtioh advanced to a depth of
miles, while the French forward move-
mcl!ed a depth of twelve mﬂee at
within the Noyoa loop.
‘Mont“ seventy villages and towns fell
o the hands of the allied soldiers during
day. . 'rhe important fortified centres
P % _Chawnes and Nesle were eccn-
i by the British, while the French took
‘strategic town of Nomn.“m largest
re to fall dn the. Gennan Tetreat.
B the Noyon sector the British and |
!'rench ‘forces have jo'lned bands in the
sdvance, their limes tedipérarily overlap-
ping for a istance, of séveral miles. To-
gether they entered !ﬁlle this morning,
e they were: greeted thh cbeu'l by
,mehnu residents. 4
At alinokt ever oot aVing the whole?
m, the allied soldiers are out of the
and for the first time j2 months
cavalry of ‘both.the. French: and Brit-
mies s opgrating extensively in wide
pen territory. /In every direction mounted
4roops are being sent forward aliead of the
Mn forces. At few points have:the op-
posing {roops met in battle. Even éncoul-
ters between ‘German rvusm.rdt and the
allfes’ advanced - “units - have . been |
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S eue. 250 and so cautious have the  French and

‘British/ commanders been to 'prevent their

rare, so rapid has been the Germm retreot. s

treat began, the German war office today
makes frank admission of the movement,
announcing the evacuation of Bapaume,
Peronne, Roye and Noyon and stating that
“our. protecting troops inflicted . coneld.u’-
able losses on the enemy and then. gm
way, as had been ordered.”

All reports from -the battle. tmt in-
dicate ‘that the forces on both sides ‘are
moving every minute of the day and night.
Thruout last night the eastward sweep
kept up, the Gernhnh ‘hastening their mrn
efforts as they began to be pressed ‘closer
and closer; the allied ‘soldiers, tllled with
wild: enthnslssm, tollowlns on . lke

a pack of hounds at the: ‘heels of a fox. )

The Germans are burnlng and destroy-
ing and looting on their way, ‘leaving a
trail of devastation over the rolling ‘conn-
try. Hardly a_bouse in ell the vil
and towns into which the, British and

‘French have advanced remains eundlng.

L scarcely a fleld falls
inroads of:the retreating army.. Amid
cthe smoking ruins  of  Roye and
Lusisny 800 inhabitants ‘were discovered
alive when the French softiiers entered.
They were almost orazad ‘with joy. at, f,he

to ~show the

sight of the tri-color ani the horlm o{*
| touch with the owoau dfreoung ‘af!

‘biue uniforms.

‘When the Eﬂﬂ.lh troops enuud the
Town.. of - Peronne this mrnlng they re-
seived a similer greeting: from the few
mﬂ Teft there, “The te '

tered beyond recognition -by the” furious)
tighting of many months. - Just 102 years
ago the same town was entered by an-
other British army, after it had capitulat-
ed to 'the: Duke of Wellington. . Peronne |
is as famons a name -in.  the hlstory
of the wars of Fr;nee as Ba,paum& Be-
tore bhe war it numberod 4000 in-
hablttnt&.

To gain the best idel ot the extent o'
French  territory evacnmd in .the last
three weeks ‘it is .only necessary to state
lmt it amounts to more than three times

villages |

front during the eight months previouo.

Not since the first day of the.
there been so much activity on. both
of the line. What is going on in ‘the !
man ranks can only be imagided, but iome
appreciation of their situation can be
gained from incidents of the Frepch a
British retreat in the summer of 1914

Merely moving the wounded and trans i}

ferring the field dreeaing stations is &
task which requires almost mperlmin :
/labor, ' Undoubtedly  the Germans, . haw
drawn back: m@qt of their heavy aril
long since, perhaps weeks ago,, 28 duri

‘the’ last few weeks the German gunlr A
ch

‘replied but feebly to the fire of the F'
‘and British batteries. -

On the allled side of the line mau
difficulties are to be encountered also. The.,
feeding of immense forces of troops on the

" offensive and advan:ing ‘at the rate t

British and French are doing is one
the most difficult jobsi for the commis
department must make constant cha
of 'base and herculean efforts to keep :
‘plies moving over a broad front that :
‘a’ new line alnost every hour. :

"~ Then there:is the mad dash forward
slgnal corps, which must keep in: consts

and the frantic nd m
‘brnilding of - the e :

' they llleld' artillery and
‘found to be little more than a ahell bat-

. News of the«millied advance Has now
anen the proper ‘perspective as it is fed
to the people of England and Frafice. Thru

thonghtful person here conkiders it more
than a prelude to the great decisive cam-
paign in‘the west. “In any-ease, the British
thoroly realize that they are in for a lot
of Heavy work this spring. They are

| -»endv Tor the blow wherever it falls. They

blocked the way to Cdlais once when they
~were poorly prepared, and they are fullv
ronfident: they can repeat the perform-

patrols had reached as far s Node

a ‘heartening movement for the allies, ho‘

ance under the more favorable conditions

ROM g staff correspondent of The
Associated Press British headquar-

{ers in France, March 18, via Lon-

f ddn, March 18.—In the City of Al-

’ bert, where the famous gilded
leaning ¥irgin still depends miraculously |
from the lofty tower of a rather gaudy and
fantastically shell-torn church, there has
long been a British sign reading “To Ba-
paume.)’ It has pointed the way along a

| narrow straigbt road toward the quawt
‘Picardy town, transformed by the Ger-
I nags into what they terni a modern field

Gummr.
. The field-grey German lines are, falung
back now on a front of a«pproxlmately 40
lles. They are dissolving h clouds. o!
uegrey smoke, for the Gmax;s hen,
d fires to screen in ﬂ-h- m N

et on the British tnmt nw
tro.. well below Chauines on t:ue guth,.
toaﬂmoet Arras on the north, Nm
abeut one-third of the ‘entire Brtm 1ine,

ltﬁl even Mended ‘down Wbe@ ﬂi.e ,

mlines betm

"It was particularly fitting that the
troops which fought the hardest about the
Butte, last autumn, should be among the
¢irst to reach Bapaume, of- wiliieh = the
Butte had long been, regarded ‘a8 the key.
position. There was no flying of flags or
beating of drume as_the. British patrols
‘penetrated the town, for there was fighting
ahead, a.nd Bapaume is filled with under-
ground .strongholds. But it ‘was not loag
before the advance gnard sent back over
the telephone: wires, ‘which .ever keep pace
with the onward movement.of the troope.
|that the enemy rmgmrd ho.d *a11 “peen

-

accounted for:"" “ETi .

Latér’ came a lawnd meum readlng
in true wld!er lusum- “Tlu moppinx
4up ‘of “Hapaime is now - .

LsiRires. were ﬁm&n mny @:rts
i ts’of ‘the “ineendiarism “which ‘had

n rampant’ duhz the mt. days ofGer-

mm ‘gccupation.- -

 where they had o npt vxrtuuuy ever;

step of the wiy. Théfe have been many
fizes in Pefonne burning sincs Friday.
_ Germans ;lpo burned:-the mbuﬂr e!

ey

i

east of Chaulnes. . -
.For a time it seemed as if tha mn
retreat would swing from ke Transloy as
the southern ptvot, but already: #t. Has
gone far beyond- that. Everywhere along
the wide front the British are:pressing the’
fleeing German ' rearguard- and: ‘Bapaume
witnessed Iively street fighting: The taking
of that town meant a great deal: to:the
men in the trenches. -One’ ‘British - bat-
talion, due to be relieved: yesterday from’
a term of -strenuoms work, = actually re-

o WIor &ftﬂe
wﬂmwﬂv ‘of ‘Bapaume Was: R

wally heﬁng “been blm .q;
‘aploﬁtons. lllow‘!ng the slate s
slidé ‘aimost unﬂamea into’ the stro‘ot(
| The Mimous- ‘ol elocf"inwe:, had had its

A Tte

| estaminet ' with several
rels standinﬁ on the wall.

All day and most: of’ fut nlght the
Germans poured sh,ells “into Bapaume, |*
‘paying partlcular attention to certain pec-
tions ‘on" which’ 1 “§y* had ‘carefully regis-
| fored  before leaving. * This ‘has been af.
tamiliar practice with the Germul with{
‘evacuated ‘positions’ “evér’ since ~the b&tﬂo
‘of ‘the Somme began. =

The deténeive works about Bapa.mne
‘were all that the Germans claimed for

“No’ mmmmtmmmmn i

upper pért ‘blown oft to, ‘prevent, its being| PXE°"
ng . by “the| 9%

Winm‘ Fust out- | Prep:
m boer bar-|

always-been great bellevers in this method
of defence, but nothing approaching the
amount employed about Bapaume lhas
been’ encountered elsewhere on this front.
Acresupon acres of brown rusted wire were
stretched on -iron posts, well cerewed in-
to the ground. K Between ‘the fixed bar-
riers were countless balls of wire—*goose-
berrtee"——the Brltlsh loldlere ca.ll them.

There were u.llo widespread reels of
wire and. various other tangled - designs
scattered everywhere to m#ke. pmgreu
difficult, ror antattacking enemy,

: Redoubts gnd’ other fartified. points
ahout'the town lu.d heamaaum:w-l into

- modern defeaces. In the tqn itselt_the
mrle- nndergroond galleries consoli-
dated from old cellars and constructed
samew, must have housed at times thou-
‘sands ' of German timo. British heavy -
musma metntﬂ ‘some’ of ‘these ehel-
leav!n: 2 i:ou of m- behlnd

ans w MM n-iud l!old* the
‘town ‘no, longer. ' Gernian ofticers 'taken
' hmp’u.jmmammun
'8 exper _,.,'_’by themrmmm
& 'Mwonﬂve kill, en&
QMVW M British. :would
_not dare pay-the price Bapaume: would de-
mand. * Now' this stronghold ‘Mas passed
‘lﬂtdel’ Bﬂm dﬂm‘m m mtmy g_'
cuuetty connected with' ﬂu umt 01!!"-

tion.. .

m dl na.m ot ‘the ontﬂuxu Brmsh
um wnlsht oome turthor reporu of
wngreu. The German retmt. is gaining

| tn speed. Prisoners taken and identifica-

tions obtained’ from the dead show that
fresh German dlvlolona. lncludlng one re-
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i and the area covered by it has spread very widely,” says- &

* emtering German positions on a front of about 16 miles, accord-

‘soldiers from falling Into a possible trap-

For the first time since the great re the area of ground

/80 rapid became the pursuit of the Germans retreetlng in}

i the Ancre and Somme seclors today that the British cavalry came
 itato play after restless moaths of waiting and longing. It has
%een a wonderful sight to see the cavalry squadrons moving
“Mowards the front for several daye past. They have included
imno of the crack English regiments, looking-very grim and bus-

jnesslike in steel shrapnel helmets and equipped with gas masks. {

% The fine, drying weather of the past three days has helped
the pursuit, which in some places has reached solid ground thai
“has beon little damaged by shell fire. ?
The capture of Peronne-by British troops is annoupced in a

i despatch from Mritish aeadquarters in France.
“The German retreat has been continnous thruout the night,

Reuter despatch.

“News has just been received of our troops entering Peronne.

“Pavored by fine weather and drying ground, our columns
@verywhere are pressing the retiring enemy. - The scene of activity
behind the enemy lines eclipses even the ‘busiest ‘day on the
Somme offensive. The &pirit of our troops is one of demonstrative
enthusiasm.”

British troope, continuing their rapid advance on the heels
of the retiring Germans, have occupied the important towns of
Nesle, Chaulnes and Peronne. Along a front of about 45 miles
they have entered the German positions to a depth of 10 miles
in places. In addition the British have taken over 60 villages.

The announcement of these gains was contained in the of
clal report tonight from British headquarters,

The text of the statement reads:

“We have occupied Nesle, Chaulnes and Peronne. Pressing
back the enemy’s rearguards we advanced several miles during
the past 24 hours to’a depth up to ten miles in places on a front
of approximately 45 miles, from south of Chaulnes to the neigh-
borhood of Arras.

“During this period, in addition to the towns above men
tioned, we gained possession of over 60 villages.

“Two enemy raiding parties reached our trenches in the
night northeast of the Vermelles area.

“There was great activity in the air yesterday, a number of
large enemy formations were engaged by our machines and dis-
persed. In the course of the fighting seven hostile aeroplanes
were brought down and nine others were driven down damaged.
Eight of our machines are missing.”

Another Extensive Advance.
The British troops have made another extensive advance

ing to the official report from Eritish headquarters in France
Saturday.

On the north the British gain reached from Bapaume to
Monchy-au-Bois, and included the Villages of Le Transloy,

Aahleble—Grand, Achiet-le-Petit, Bucquoy and others. On the

won_on . the Somme}{ that now exist.

south ‘the gain ineluded various villages from La Maisonette,
fouth “of Peronte, to Fresnes.

The text of the statement reads:

“Bapaume has been zaptured by our’ troops aiter stif? fight-
ing with the German guard. The town has been systematically
pillaged by the enemy. All private houses and public buildings

"alike have been destroyed and everything of value carried ort or

burned. o

“Our advance hag proceeded rapidly during the day on both
banks of the Somme. -South of the river we have entered the
enemy’s positions on a front of about 16 miles and occupied the
Villages of Fresnes, Horgy, Villers-Carbonells,- Barleux, Eterpigny
and La Maisonette.

“North of the river, in addition to the Town -of Bapaume,
we are in possession of the-Villages of Le Transloy, Biefvillers,
Bimecourt, Achiet - le - Grand, Achiet-le-Petit, Abtainhevelle,
Bucquoy and Essarts.

“We aiso hold Quesney farm, 1500 yards northeast of the
last-named village, and have gained the northwestern and west-
ern defences of Monchy-au-Bois.

«“We carried out successful raids this morning east and
northeast of Arras. The enemy’s support line was reached and
two machine guns and a number of prisoners captured. A hostile
raiding pagty was driven off during the night northeast of
Vermelles.

“An encounter took place yesterday between a patrol of eight
of our aeroplanes and 16 enemy machines, with the result that
in 20 minutes’ fighting ‘the hostile formation was broken up.- Two
German aeroplanes were destroyed and two others driven down
damaged. All of our machines returned.”

Attacks Near Verdun.

“On the right bank of the Meuse two French companies made
an attack at dawn on a trench sector captured by us on March 16
north of Chambrettes farm. | The attack failed. On Combres

'Height and near Maisey, north of St. Mihiel, storming detach-

ments entered the French positions and returned, each with

twenty prisoners,

“Strong attacks made by the French between Ochrida and
Presba Lakes were repulsed. A violent struggle for the mountain-
ous district north of~Monastir brought no important successes for
the enemy, The dominating heights, which were attacked, also
during the night, are firmly in our hands.”

Fighting Still Goes On.

In a supplementary official report issued Sunday night it Is
announced that “in the land between Arras and the Aisne,
voluntarily evacuated by us, only in some phces are our protect-
ing groups in fighting touch wlth the hoét\lle cavalry and
infantry.”

The statement continues: / \

“On both sides of the Meuse fighting activity !s
the east there is nothing of importance. Engage
Ochrida and Presba Lakes and north of Monastir
today, agd have not yet ended.”

arked. In
ts between
| resumed

i -_..T e

quested that they be sent forward invordér| them.
that they miglt see Bopaome clear of the.

enemy. '!orests of barbed wire.

The advance of the French troops continues today between

the Avre and the Aisme, along q front of 60 kilometres (about|

37 miles), according to the ‘official communication issued by tle
war office wnight. French cavalry entered Nesle. In the direc-

tion of Ham, on the Somme River; the French forward movement"

reached a depth of about 12 miles.

North. of Soissons the Fremch have occupled Crony, and in
the same. district -have taken the villages of Carlepont, Morsa.m
and Nouyron- Vingre: s -

The Town of Noyon was occupied by French:cavalry damh-
ments at 10 o’clock Sunday morning. The text of the state-
ment reads: !

“From the Avre to the Aisne, on a front of more than 60
kilometres;:the advance of our troops coatinued during the
course of the day. North of the Avre our cavalry this morning
entered-Nesle and we immedialely sent out patrols in the direc-
tion of the Somme. There were several engagements with enemy
rear-guard detachments, who resisted feebly The lnhebitante of
Nesle aeclaimed our troops.

“Northeast of Lassigny we have up io the present adyanced
more-than 20 kilometérs in.the direction of Ham.

«further to the south our light cavalry deta,chm?nts, moving
along the valley of the Oise, occupied Noyon about 10 o'clock
this merning.

. “Between- the Oise and Soissons (Aisne sector), the entire
German first ‘line, as. well as the villages of Carlepont.. Morsam
and - Nouvron Vingre, fell into our-hands. We have gained a
foothold on the nortiern plateau ‘of Soistons and occupied Crouy

«“On the left bank of the Meuse the enemy violently bom-
barded our positions from Avocourt Wood to Le Mort Homme
On the right bank & German attack directed against our trenche:
in the region of' Chambrettes, was stopped short by our bar
rage fire.

ipwo German aeroplanes were brought down today, one ir
the direction of Vlrglny, the other west of Brimont ' (Rheim:
region). %

«Belgian communication: At Ramscapelle and Pervose, as
well as. at Dizmude and Steenstraete, there was artillery activity
on hoth sides. Very spirwed grenade fighting, occurred north ef
Dixmude.””

Withdrawal (‘cmﬂnues Rapidly

The withdrawal ‘of the Germans continues rapidly over 2
wide seetion of’ the French front. The officlal announcement
given out Sunday afternoon says the German rearguards were un-
able to delay the French, who defeated them and pressed forward
energetically.. The French have occunied all the ground between
the old lines and the Roye-Ncyon: road, from Damery as_far as
the Lagny height. They are ‘continuing pursuit of the Germans

Splendid trenches’ formed a net-
work about the place and were veritable

north of the:Neyon road. The statement follows:
«Between the Avre and the Oisé our troops made impertan'
progress during the night. All the gronni between our oid lines

cently returned, flushed with victory over
the Rumanians, have been thrown in as a
screen to shield the retim troops.

and the Roye-Noyon road, from Damery as far as the Lag'ny
height, is'now in our hands, There were rather spirited: engage-
ments with portions of the enemy rearguard, which terminated

The Germana have

[ to our advantage and did not impede our pro;geu The punmx*

.continues north of the Noyon ‘road.
“In the region of Rheime and north of Seicheprey there

‘were patrol engagements. - Several attacks on the Calonne tremch

cost the enemy losses without any results for hlm Prisonrs re-
mained in our hands.
' “Elsewhere the aight was calm.”

¥rench advance guards have entered the important town
of Roye and the French have occupied the entire front between
Andechy and the Oise, comprisinv powerfully fortified lines which
Germans have held for, more than two years. This announece-
ment is made in the official communication, issued Saturday night
from the. war office, which adds that at several points the road
between Roye and Noyon has been reached. Frankfort-on-the-
Main has been bombarded by French aeroplanes in retaliation for
the firing of Bapaume by the Germans,

The text of the statement reads:

“Atong the whole front between Andechy and the Oloe, about
15 miles, Lhe enemy, declining battle, abandoned undér the. pres-
sure of our. troops, powerfull and and skillfully fortltled lines,
which they had held for more than two years.

_ “Today our advance. movement  continued repldly.
advapce Suard entered Roye, pursuing an- enemy ' contingént
which hlew up ecrossings and streets in the . interior sections.
About $C0 of the ecivil: population, whom the Germans did not
bhave tine to remove, greeted our soldiers with enthusiasm.

“North and northeast of Lassigny, which we likewise occu-
nied, we have reached several points and even advanced beyond
he road between Roye and Noyon. In the course of our pursuit
we made prisoners who have not yet been counted.

“Qrite violent artillery fighting took place in Champagne in

the region of Maisons de Champagne, and on the right bank of
the Meuse, in the sector of Les Chambrattan and the Caurieres
Wood. On the left tank of the Meuse we directed destruetive
fires dfectlve’y against the German orsa.nnatto'ne in th region of
Avocourt.
’ There is notaing to report on tlle rest of the froat. Last
night our alr squadron bombarded enemy organizations in the
region of Arnaville,.and factories and blast furnaces at Welklin-
gen, where a great fire broke out, as well as stations and roads
in the region of St. Quentin. All of our airplanes returned un-
damaged. In reprisal for the setting on fire of Bapaume, one
of our airplanes today bombarded the town of Frankfort-on-the-
main.

“Belgian communication: Bomb fighting was ch;racterl:ed
Iy great intensity in the region of Dixmude, in the direction of
Ferryman’s house and the Steenstraete. During the day recipro-
cal hombardment was resumed with violence in the neighborioed
of Dixmuds,” . 3 :
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