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at. CompIuinU w<>ro tu.ntiiiii.illy ln-inu' l'i>'iii,'lit in ''.V l<n,iiit> tluit

propj.r titU'H coul.l ii.'t Im; ..l.t.iiii.-.l fn-m lli., laiullnnls. .iImi lli.it

grout Imr.lHhip was ciuis.'.J liy slimt Uhms. It w,is iiiipMssiMo f..i a

iimii t<. tiiku pri.lo ill iinpr..viii^' liis l.ui.l, if wli.ii lu- was ..LI. -m.!

not Ma for work, the fruits of so many y.-ars of iiar<l toil w..iil.l l)t'

tiikeii from him. Tliiiv w.iv .400,1 l.in.Uoi.lH wli.> -.voiv of ival

li«nelit to thfir ti-iiaiits. l.iit imf..rnmal.ly tii.n- w.ic many wli..

cared for nothing' Imt tin- f.w |M.nn.l.H of nut r.c.i\.Ml, .mil «<iv

utterly li.'artl.ss if tin- nioii.y w^rv n.'t f.-iiiifomm-^. Somo wl...

had a little mom-y on tli.ir .iniv.il m.ina^.d t.. p.iy tiuir r.nt. .ukI

did not tind tlie f..n.liti..ns t.... sfv.if, Imt as a rule, tin- .mly

prosperouH diHtricts wore tli'.se wli. re tlie l.m.l was iiel.l as fre.li.ii.l.

Alargeiiuml.er of L..y.ilists, .-ift.r lli.- war. lia-l lu-en indn.-.d l.y

the proprietors t.isttlle ..n tli.' hi.. ml l-y .a jinxnise ..f land, Imi on

arrivin.^it was most dillicMlt f..r some of tliese men tooht.ain proi)er

titles to the land on wliieli tli.y lia.l 1k.ii pla.f.l. Otli.rs. ni.-re

fortunate, recei\ iui,' Ifiml and title t. .-ether .ifterw.irds pn.ve.l to he

among the hest settlers in the cuntry. Many <.f tho.se wh.. foun.l

they coidd not he coiilirmed in their rii,'lit t.» the land left in

disgu.st, while t)thers who ha.l si..iit llieir .all in reaching the Island

coidd not leave, and were ohli'^ed to niiiain " tenants at will," n<.t

knowing from day t.) d.iy how Ion- they would he left in peaee.

This disgraceful state of atlairs eouM scarcely cntinuc with..ut

some seri.Mis steps heing taken to rectify the wr..ngs of theten.mts.

Three difterent propositi..ns h.id been imt forward for the settle-

ment of the (iuesti..n. First V)y est ,il dishing a court of escheat.

second by the purchase ..f the lan.l hy the Cr..wn, an.l thir.l hy a

heavy tax on wil.h'rness lan.l. All three propositions were rejected

by Lord John Russell, C<.l..nial Secretary.

Finally, in the year l.^.V.», the Island legislature petitione.l the

Queen to appoint a ciiiniissiou to iiLpiire into .and regulate ni.itters.

The petition was granted .and the commissi. .n was appointed as

follows:—Commissi.mer f..r tlie Cn.wn, Hon. .1. II. Cirey, of New

Brunswick ; Commissi.

n

of Halifax ; and Coii.missi

Joseph Tlowe, of Nova 8c..tia

.nt'r for the Isl.m.l Legislature, Hon.

n otime in the assembly rooi

also held at St. Eleanor's an*

The commissi. )n met for the tir.-t

if tlie Colonial Building, and onrt was

1 (Je.irget.iwn. Every opp.ntiinity


