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THE " FUTURE" OF THE

BAPTISTS.

"^ There is a future for the BapiiHts.** Theie were the

words of the celebrated Dr. Krummacher, on occasion of a vi-

sit from two English Baptist Ministers (Rtevds. Dt*. Staane and J.

H. Hiuton,) in the autumn of 185L They are powerfully sug-

gestive.

What has been the '* Past** of the Baptists? Is not th« re-

cord highly instructive and encouraging ? It tells of uncompro-
mising adherence to the word of God, in opposition to all tra-

ditionary pretences. It tells of reverential obedience to the Sa-

viour's commands, disclaiming the power to add, alter, or omit,

and honouring the sole supremacy of the Great Head of the

church. It tells of consistent and continuous pleading for spi-

j^ ritual, personal religion—the individual, voluntary surrender of

the heart to God, in repentance and faith, testified by the public

profession. It tells of communities of baptized believers, con-

.

stituted according to the laws of the Saviour, regulating their

worsliip and government by those laws, and aiming to exemplify

the spirit of Christianity in the service of then* Master. It tells

of gospel truths for which they did "earnestly contend/' and'of

precious promises by which they were comforted. It tells of

their struggles for freedom—their assertion of man^d inalienable

right to thiiik and act for himself, in matters ofreligiou—and
their diticlaimer of human authority and power in that connec-

tion, as op^iosed to the just deman 'Is of the most High, and the

Kiole responsibility of intelligent beings to himself. It tells of

tiicir indignant pioitst against the usnrpatiuus oi" earthly govern-


