
48 A CATECHISM OF BAPTISM.

XXIV.—The Immersionist Cueki* rNcoNsisiKxr and
Narrow.

ns. Wherein does the iramersionist creed agree with,

.MTid differ from, that of the Christian Ciiurch generally?

They agree in affirming that by baptism we are initi-

ated into the visible church of Christ. The immersion-
ist creed differs from all others in affirming that no per-

son should be baptized but a believing adult, and that

there is no baptism without immersion.
00. What is the logical inference deducible from the

dogma of tlie immersionists ?

if th(! immersionist creed were true, there never has

b^n a visible Church of Christ on the earth except Bap-
tist churches. All thosr> in other churches who were
faithful f()II(>w('i-s of Christ, and who nobly served tlieir

AFaster, and who triumphed over sin and over the world
tln-ough faitli, and wlioso robes were washed and ma<le

white in the blood of the Lamb, have been i^tautpcd Ihj

the immerfilonist creed with the hi'ioid of e.t'cojnmtniir/f-

tion y for, says that creed, they were too early brought to

Christ if they were brought wIumi little (children, and
they never rec(;ived bnptism if they were not immersed.
A creed whicli inevitably excludes such persons from
the visible Church, is manifestlv inconsistent and narrow.

100. Has the peculiar doctrine of the immersionists
been believed by any considerable portion of the Christ-

ian Church ?

Only a small fVaction of the Christian Church ever be-
lieved their dogma. The great body of divines who
have been eminent for i)iety and learning and genius,

and whose writings have graced the literature of the
;iges, has been radically opposed to the peculiar doctrine
of the immersionists—namely, that only adults should be
baptized, and that there is no baptism without immer-
sion.

101. Is the immersionist creed in accordance with the
genius of Christianity ?

The itnmersionist creed is antagonistic to *iie genius of


