
PKEL'S UNPRINCIPLED AND FATAL COURSE.
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money llill of 1810 was the great argument fcir tho excessive restrictions rctninod upon imiwrts, , _... , , .„

prcvoiitN, our ability tnincranso our export trade, and till lis repeal our only safu uourse was to restrict our iinporis. ns thus al<

couid ii'taiii our banking facilities, by iirovcntinD an oiport of gold. What, then, are we to think of Sir II. I'ecl's doing awa
this breakwater, if he had no ulterior views 1 Thu not of a statesman, however, has no diHorant effect whether done from irot

London .Tuw houses, In taking foreign loans, w« should have, on the statute bunk, a law which, by making gold and money •yne«(>
mous, makes the export of gold equivalent to tho export of our p.iper money, the withdrawal of all moroantilo ooiiAdouoe, an«l tka
annihilation of our bank fniilitios.

If we do nut assume that Sir It. Peel inttntU constitutianal changes, wo must bold bis intclleot in supreme contempt, and he-
llevo tho Tory papers that, iuoapablu of an original idea, he bai-ely understands the borrowtJ priuolples of his own measnrra, awl
ccitainly has not the guilt of being able to Ibrcsco their result. Kvory onobut himself knew (if ho did not), that theexisleneeofkto

Peel's money bill prevented, and still

us alone «•
: away with

this breakwater, If he had no ulterior views f ihu ant nt a statesman, however, has no ditforant effect whether done from imbeolUlv
or dc^i^ii, and ruvolutionnry olinnges miis^ assuredly How fi-oiu I'eel's having in 1810, Judas like, betrayed with n kiss the cause oC
our nativn industrv, which till then, hn had prufuised, was tlio cause of his heart. Every one knew that patriolio selttshnessor tka
fostoriog of llritisli industry was tho vital interest of tho t'ulonie.t, and that the loss of these noble appendages of thu llritish Crown
must fulinw thu admission of foreign nroducu on the nnme terms as Uolimial as certainly nt effect follows cause ; so that Ted's raaeh
Yaunted movement in 1840 amounted to Ihu reduetluu of Great Uritain from thu lofty heariiig of n great Kmpire, tho mistress of the
seas, to the position of a petty country. And even were such eliangc shown (as it never could be), to be the intei-cst of this oountiy,
why not have ertccteil so important a transaction with thu sanclinn of tho ooiistitueiioics ? Why not let oven the Colonists, who Iwd
ever been foremost In Invo lo Uritish rule, have iom( little <ai/ in a tran«aotiun which involved all their dearest ntfectionsand deepest
rootnil prejudices I VVas there any proof that with tho Colitnists their material int"i«<Hts would hsvo weighed in their minds aa •
feather if these were fimnd olwtruotlng tin,' great intci-ests of their gloriuns father lunil t The following hiiigusgo of my own in tlw
aiatjnw Refttnturt' aa:elt<-. of Ulh Marcl , 1810 ( which I sunt at tho timo to every meinbor if both Houses of Parliament), conreya
I believe, thu sontimcntsof tho Colonists iw> « 'kmIy :— !* lit a fomitr number it watthown that irveeiproeal trade mutt nteftarily.iit

ill very u'xtuie, lone xis the eoloiiiti, lernnml t!te priiicipit of prottetinn abaiiilunetl, the eoloiiinl ij/atem (whieh in a mere braneh ofi$J,
falli lil'o, <»', nihat it to my mind far wul-je, una c ntlil unl;i Iwl a ynir or two, the eoloniu berome n dray on tho empire, haviny etaied
to benefit the inulher eonntry in any waj after thty have thr<jwn of the inpefinl J'arliaineut'i right to' Ityiilate for their trade, amC
evinme'ieel free tvaJe with all the world But I *uniiB rou rus msrr.xTio.t or riiR oulonirs onlt, °uicjki;sM it is riia imtrrkst or E««-

I IKILD TIHT IT WKKB DKiTSU KUIl I'^MULAXU TO LOSK IIKU fOI,HNIK<, MAOMIVIVKNT TUOUOU THSV DR, TIU.X TO VOIIUKAIl DOINO AIST-
WHICH IS SHOWN ro UK ULE.viti.v IN rAvouR.or Tja oi'PRKssED I'tn'ui.ATioN IN THIS couNTiiT. 'I'hougli I before pointed out, that

n'.ioptiun of free trade woul I necessarily lose tho colonics (wliosu markuts there is no reason for us golug to tho expense of defend-
ing, unless our manufactures aro protected there), I do not pretend to auiiu that, to save the colonies, for their sake alone, should
prevent Hs adupting free trade in Kn»land, if tho greater mid nioio immodiatu interests of thu mother country would bo advantaged
thereby. I'nr, however, from tliis being tho ease, I view free trade as tending to rmluee the uxlciit of our own mnnufiieturee, to de-
grade tho condition of our maiiuliictuivrs : in foot, 1 consider that free Irado is suicide un tho part of .Mr Cohdcn and tho we tn.
Well do thu liidoiiundeut aristocracy see, that though tlie ordeal will ho u llory one to thoir iieighlHiui-s whoto lands nro in debt, nuda
moro fiery onu still to tl'J manul'ueturei-s, the linal result will assuruilly l>u, that the landowners will bo thu permanently predominant
.tnd popular or poworl'iil interest, tiio weavers having been onu-lialf driven back again to tho fields by want of manulhcturing oniploy-
mont. Tho olfect, in fact, of Sir Iluliert IVul's measure will bu to in-evcnt all progress in mnnufactiiring, nnd I'ediice tho wliule of tba
Interests of the country into a nari-ower oonip.-vss, in whicli, in thu way 1 have pointed out, iigrioulture will loom the largest, not be-
cause lar"e, Imt liocuiw all other interostt have boon made smaller in proportion by Sir llobert Peel's liberal measni-e." Corrobora-
tion of thii, if wanted by any one, is found in tho lato address of tho llritish .Vmerioan liCaguu, of which tho fnllnwlnj is tho charatf-

tor ;
-" During a loiig_ period, cheqiierod by adversity and prosperity, the people of this colony Imvo, in war, rallied round the flag of

thoir forefathers, and in peaco have oiideavourod to conionl tliu niiioii with tliuir futlierland by the strongest ties of amity nnd inter-

est. In return fnr this devotion, thu Uritish Unvernmcnt has lung extended to the colony a oommorcial preference in her markeia.
The harmony wliinh so long existod—interrupted b); an abortive robjilion—was again restored iit its close ; and the progrons of tha
colony bcoamo almost unexampled, under tho fodtoring influence of a wise imperial legislation. Uut unhappily for Great Uritain, an
empire whoso colonies are the strong arm of her power—she has recently opuned her ports to foreign nations, itpon equal turins iritli

her colonics ; thus virtually excluding us from bur markets, by throwing us into a rujnous competition with those to whom her ports
aro moro immediately and chonpjy accessible. In her promulgation of free trade principles, the lieu lost tiyht of the interests of her eolonism

with tho (vain ?) view of obtaining from all nations riciprooal free trade, nnd thereby inundating the world with her manufneturai.
The new policy of the uniiiire has recentl,v produced its intvitaUe retalm. Unprotected by an adequate tariff, we have continued to
consume .1 vast amount of Uritish mnnutacturoH; while our pruiliiee—tho principal source upon which wu rely for their payment—
ha.s rarely entered tho English markets, except at n sacriUco. The reiult hat been a monetary pretture, exlentiva banl-ruptay, aiul
(jentral dittresi,"

Ireland, too, looks on Peel as a man with his throat cut* would do on the perpetrator who could unblushingly stop to npostropbisB
his MOtivei ; but, say Peel's friends, ai>o tho great statosinan about to lead on a forlorn hope fur Ireland ! see him, we reply, having
killed tho man getting the public to subscribe fur his fatherless family ! 'I'he Timet comes to the aid of the bold men ot Aberdeen.
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and by n petitio principii, suggests that a good act (Irrcoiprooal Free Trade to wit) cannot have n very bad motive, and we mi^t
feel able to hope that, by way of resnuing the motive. Peel's still-born Iris'
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rish-Schcmo may bo cooked up into something better than
a mere flourish of trumpets, were tlio whole thing not too manifestly intended only for effect. In fact, in nothing previously haa
Sir R. PclI como out so unmistakoably in the character of a quauk as in his Iriuh i'iautatioii Scheme. In its preliminary confls-

catian and banishment of the present proprictoi-s, it is like the cliulera, if. as has been said, itcnmmeneus whero natural diseasee end
—in death. In politics as in medicino, tho quack professes to eare, while the profession of thu regular practitioner is to no more
than allaying tho morbidity, so ns to allow nature to work its own cure, which it always does (wlicn onee tho morbid excitement
is allayed) it suflicient stamina in tho constitution remains ; but Sir Kobeil's plan would remove whatever stamina remalna in
Ii'claa'il, leaving only tho alien church ns a onisAT tuuour on an emaciated i.ifkless trunk ; nnd I never can believe that any minia-
try or man can have either the power or the will to rjiise Ireland out of tliu wretched condition :t vh in without Hrst nttomptinc
to remove, and luceceding in removing, Ti-eland's ecclesiastical tumour. Uut even if the whole i •:

: t,io of tho Irish CJiuroh wera
devoted ns I would wish to ragged schools (to tench reading, writing, aritlimetic, and trades, lea'::;, tho religion of the childratt

to thoir churches and guardians), I yet beliovo that prosperity would be impossible, as the wiioi.k av:ji;s or mfk or Uritisu ahb
Inisn IXDUSTRT HAS UEBN WITHDRAWN DY THE wiiHDRAWAL OP piioiKOTioji TO NATivK LABOUR. I thereioro vicw Ireland OS liopelesi,

if loft in such hands as Peel's. Mere phraaomoiigcr.s, and men who have to appeal beyond their measures for their motives, will

no longer do for Ireland. It now becomes very apparent that if Ireland was Peel's chief dijftculty, the Ex-promier has, in a far
higher sense, been Ireland's chief difficulty ; and as to his motive) let us see what Lord Anglesey siiys. (Sco Lord Anglesey's letter

to Lord Cloneurry, dated Rome, 28th January, 1835
;

)—" I do not quite_ see into the state of affairs, but it appears to me that,

take what view yon will of them, thev are frightful. _ Can the Peel and Wellington Government stand i I am sure it ought not;
and if there bo common honesty and fair dealing in man it will not. Dut can any one count upon honesty and fair dealing in
these days ? I think not. I strongly suspect what aro called the moderate Whigs. I have no faith in tliem. I believe that in
general they nro frightened, nnd omy show liberalism as long as tho tido runs that way, and as it turns (if turn it do) they will

oat back with It. Neither have I any faith in the ultra-Tories. I suspect that n great part of them, with a view to office, or at
aU events to retaining in ofHco men who, upon tho whole, they like better, and believe themselves to bo safer in the hands of than
the honest Liberals ; that with a view to nrescrt'iiig in power, I sny, tho present leaders, they will sacrifice all their principles, and
eat nil their words, and vote through thick and thin for reform—ay, even for Church reform. Here, then, if 1 be right, will be a
tolerable equipoise of baseness, nno thus Peel nnd Wellington will continue to hold the reins, and, with a bad grace, give all the
reforms that wcro in contemplation by tho last Government, and which, if my voice had bcicn attended to, would, as far ns the Irish

Church is coucorned, have been sot smooth three yoara ago. " • ;• • I am sure I have no inducement to take any
part whatever in pub'ic affairs. You, with your usual kindness and partiality, express awish that Ishould, in thcevont of a change,
again return to Ireland, or else go to the Horse Guards. Uut of what use could 1 be in either situation 'i It has been my fate ta
be unkindly and nngcncrously treated, both by friends and foes, and I do not Be_< why I should again allow myself to be made nn-
happy by cither. The truth is, I have not the capacity for acting with men who have recourse to trick nnd diiplicity. I have
inaepcndent thought ; and if I go I must go ray own way. I could not oonFcnt to allow Ireland to be governed in Downing Street^

and thcretorc I did not suit ray employer and employers generally."

Itjs but too true that the British Governmeut has been practoally the worst :'ossible govcrr.ment in Ireland and the Colonies^

* With leik than half Great Britain's popnlation, Ireland has about as maiiy souls dependent on agrioulluVe ; and the Dubiiit

Evening Mail thus describes the condition of li-eland—" She 'b undone—irri trievab'y unduiio, lie? Trade, then, in corn and provi-

tionf, is progresaiTe ruin to Great Britainr-to Ireland it ia sadden and untimely death.


