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blc a part of the Briiifli dominions, in order Zct

pave the way to ihv eftabliflimciit of it at home.
Imputations of this kind v^'crc often objected to

minillcrson fliightcr foundations; it was their duty
to keep their ciiaradlcr clear of them, and to ftand

in as fair a light as poifible with a people fo fuf*

picious, rind fo eafy to provoke as that of Great
Britain.

They hftd, it was trirc, long born with the petu-

lance and rcfradtorinefs of the Americans ; but
they were warranted in fo doing by the hopes they

htui formed, that their forbearance would be at*

tributcd to the conttitutional caufe they had men-
tioned, by thofe towards whom it was exercifedj

and that thefc would be too prudent, toexafperate

by t heii* intemperate condud:, a nation of which they

tuade a part, and of which they knew the fpirit and
power weuld not beaf ill ufage unrevenged.

But as tht mildnefs with which they had afted,

had been fo illn-cquited, thofe who had Complained
of their tardinefs, ihould now be wimelles that

when rouzed, they could exert themfelves with

due vigour for the honour and intereft of their

fcountry. Thefe (hould be fupported in fuch a man-
ner, as fhould convince the world, that if Britairv

took a long time to confider, before fhc fuft'ered

fefentment to prevail, yet when it was thoroughly

kindled, ihe was able to make thofe repent who*

had dared to provoke her.

The only reafon why they had deferred putting

forth the full ftrength of the nation, was that the

Americans, by bccomrng convinced that it was in

earneft, might yet have leifure to ponder on the

dreadful dangers they would incur by venturing to

encounter it : That were they to prove unequal to

fuch a ftrife, as it probably would happen, they

had no further favour to ex^^dt,^ and would no
longe-r be treated as fcUow fulyeds, but as a con^
t.. . queretjl
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