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making the project popular in tiie minds, while his speeches made

it pleasant to tlio hearts of men. Neither has the question found

since then a more eloquent, a more consistent or a more enthusias-

tic advocate than the subject of this sketch ; for it had become not

only tlic principle aim of his existence but the very passion of his life.

With his mind thus occupied Mr. McGeo was appointed a Commis-

sioner from Canada to tlio Paria Exposition, yet even there amidst the

bewildering attractions of social and intellectual life, amidst the

representatives of every tongue and tribe from " China to Peru,"

and encompassed with the surroundings " in number without

number,—numberless," of ancient and modem art; yet oven

there, with such drawbacks and distractions, his best thoughts

turned lovingly to that new Dominion whose foundation his industry

had helped to lay, and whose juperstructure his genius was assis-

ting to build. His mind though attracted by culture nevertheless

turned from the charms of Paris and the loveliness of Franco, from

its pleasant homesteads ant' its profitable vineyards, from its intel-

lectual and its heroic liistory to the seat of another sovereignty

and the site of another em|)irc—an empire.

" Whov) flnuk.t wcro mighty ocouns,

Who* bade the NortUeni pole."

And there, in the central city of civilization, the emporium of art

and the abode of fashion, he gathered his thoughts, and addressed

his remMrkable letter of the 1st May, 1867, to his constituents at

Montreal, and througli thorn to the inhabitants of the Now Domi-

nion, wherein he counselled them after what manner tliey might

hope to win a place in the family of states, which few European

n&tionij had attained, and which none had surpassed. It was, we
have reason to know his intention to have supplemented that letter

with another, but for reasons of a poUtical, as well as of a personal

kind, ho deemed it advisable to postpone its publication.

The arrangements consequent on the formation of the first Privy

Council of the New Dominion, did not include a portfolio for Mr.

McOee. To ihe regret of many persons and the surprise of all, he

wf«s, at liis own generous and spontaneous desire, left out. The
hiatory ot the transaction has not so far, as we are aware, been

made public, but there can be no doubt whatever tliat Mr. KcGee


