
VI P R E r A C E.

and I imagined that he muft have received every informa-

tion neccfTary to form a pcrfc*5l knowlctlgc of that pro-

vince, from pcrfons who have commanded in it. Ikfidcs,

my ingenious friend governor Johnflone has told me, that

he intends foon to publifli a book on this fuhjcft ; by which

means the deficiency in mine will be amply made up, and

the publick will have the advantage of receiving inili uc^ion

and entertainment from a much more pleafing and

abler pen.

I am furprifed that nobody has yet attempted to wipe

OxT the unfavourable imprellions that have taken place in

the minds of many people, from the unjuft reports

made of the climate of Well Florida, and which ftill re-

tards the fettling of that fine country. A regard for truth,

and a defire to render fervice to that valuable province, the

welfare of which has been obfl:ru6ted by ignorance and

mifreprefentation, makes me take this occafion to fliew

the true caufes of its fuppofed unhealthinefs.

Pcnfacola and Mobile have both proved fatal to our

troops ; the former from mifmanagement, the latter from

its fituation. When we took pofTeflion of Penfacola, in

ihe latter end of the year 1763, it confided of a fort and

a few flraggling houfes j the fort was conftrucfted of high

flockades, enclofing in a very fmall fpace a houfe for the

governor, and feveral miferable huts, built with pieces of

bark, covered with the fame materials, and mofl of

them without floors ; fo that in the fummer they were as

hot as floves, and the land engendered all forts of ver-

min : in thefe wretched habitations the officers and

foldiers dweh.

After


