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Golden Rules for Eiis^lish IMaoistrates.
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By Sir Richax] Phillips.

,UOo9
.Smyth
mpmAN

Urf>an.

LtUtt

Colt •

olviJIc

Lips-

.1

ft

i

T, The pGople^s esdrnation of the .i^ovcrnmeril under
which tlioy live, beiii^ founds. I on the pure,j list,aud rati-

onal adminislration ol'lhe lav s, it ought to be I'elt tiiat

Jio, social duties are more imjitu taut and obligatory than

thosie of a local niaj^istrate or justice of the peace,

'i. All .:,uch magistrates bciu^i; representatives, in re-

gard to their particular poweis, of tlie constitutional au-
thority of the supi'ome executive goverujueut, they are

bound in every act of their oiiice to considei' thtinseive^

as delegates of the sovereign, and in consonance with

the royal oatli,'' to execute law and justice in mercy
and to govern the people according to the statutes agreed
on in parliament, and to the laws and customs of the

kingdom."
3. \n English mngistrate should always bear in mind

that tlio supreme executive authority, of which lie is the

local i-epresentative,is restricted in its powers, by the laws

and the constitution; that the rights and privileges of a

IVee people aie .-i^ inuolable as the prerogatives of the so-

vereign; and th:ic Lilngii.-h magistrates are not instrun cuts

of a despotic power, but agents of a co.ist itu<ionai uion-

arch,whose obligations to 1 is people avc dtte; mined by the

same laws that constitute the obligations of the people.

'l.AnEiiglish magistrate should iVel thnt e\ery subject

of these realms, be he rich or be he poo;', bo he accuser
or Uildcraccu.'^ati>n, is equal in the eye ci'the iaw ; that

the laws of England are j^o i-espcclors of peisons; tiiat

they cajinevir l^e dispensed with to su.t tlie humour of th«

mngistrate or tbo policy of the crown; and (lat they are

literally iinjierative in their popular sen-.c, until thtT-yliave

been altered or repealed by the conjoint autiioritita

which made them,
5, The cardinal virtues of all magistracy are ixcok-

RJ?rTIDILlTY,IMP.VHTIAL!TY,VIGIL.i.NCK and BEMLXOI.ENCE.
6. An incorrui)tiblG maojstratc vull not ojily be iiicor-

ruptible in his own conduct, directly and indiiectlj:, im*-

mediately and remotely,but he will exercise a whQlosome


