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The PREFACE.
I

This^ in Jhort^ is the Samixi and Method of the

J^//^n?r/;? Geographical Treatife, which ( as I faid )

is principally defignd for the ufe and benefit of the

younger Sort of our Nobility and Gentry. And
did fuch Perfons apply their Minds, in their younger

Tears, to this nfoft ufefd arid diverting Science ^ tis

more than probable, that they might thereby avoid thofe

many and grofs Immoralities which abound amo}ig us.

For if we flri3ly enquire into the Sourfe of thefe foul

and loathfome Streams, ( efpecially in thofe whom For*

tune hath rais d above the common level, ) we may rea-

dily fifid, that they mainly flow from that dctejhble

Habit of Idlenefs, in which the generality offuch Per-

fons arc bred up, during their youthful Days, arrd to

which they wholly give up themfelves, when arrivd to

riper Years, By whch means they re exposed to a

thoufand Temptations, and continually lie open to the

grand Adverfary ofSouls. For the remedying of this

great Evil, tis highly to be wifht, that fuch Perfons

would daily imploy a few of their many fpare Hours

( that now lie heavy upon their Hands ) infome pro-

per diverting Study, which carries along with it both

Profit and Pleafure, as its conjlant Attendants. Now^
fuch a Study is undoubtedly that of Hiftory, a StH'

dy that's particularly proper for a Gentleman, and a*

darns him with the befl Accomplijbments'^ a Study

I
that begets Experience without Gray Hairs, and makes
a Man wife at the Toil and Charge of others. Ifit he

ohje^ed, that many ha7je made attempts of the fame^

and that without Succefs. Moji certain it is, 1 own^

I
and the reafon is ready at hand, namely^ their Omif
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