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easy-froiiiy ;is cvci' in :ii)p»>;ir;inc<', l)f'(fnii ;i

tuiii" 1)1' till,' houses. It. wiis ill ;i ttivi'i'ii

tliut lie foiiiul tli(^ •i'iiiiil)!!'!'.

"You iinist t;il<<! tlic train," sjiid lie.

'"You cairt inaici! iiic," rciilicd tlie

ganil)l('i".

Tlici'c worft no more woi'ils. In two
miiiutos tli{» <i'iiint was i-anwinu' tin* liinj)

l)ody of tli<' I'utlian to a waj^'on. in wliicli

lie drove liini to tiiii Jail. Tlici-e lie

washed the l)l()od oil" the ;i'!iinl)lei'"s face

and tidied his collai- and scarf. From
there the eoui)I<! walked to the cars, where
they ])arted amicahly.

' I had to 1)(^ a little roiijifh," said Kirk-

up to the loungers at the station, "be-
cause h<! was armed like a pin-cushion,

and I didn't want to have to kill him."

We made the journey from Sproat's

Landing- to the Kootenay River upon a
sorry quartet of pack-horses that were
at other times eiiiployeil to carry i)rovi-

sions and material to the construction

camps. They were of the kind of horses

known all over the West as " co^'oo.ses,

"

because of a humorous fancy l)effotten of

their wildne.ss, and sug'g'estiiii.;' that they
are only part horses and ))art coyotes.

But all the wildness and tli(» characteristic
" bucking "' had long since been "' packed

"'

out of thes(> poor creatures, and they
needed the whip frequently to urge them
ui)on a slow progress. Kirk up was go
ing his rounds, and accompanied us o.

f)ur journey of less than twetity miles to

the Kootenay River. On the way one
saw every stag-e in the construction of a
railway. The process of develojunent was
reversed as we travelled, because the work
had been ])ushed well along' where we
started, and was but at its coi.unencement
where we ended our trip. At the Land-
ing', half a mih; or more of the railroad

liad been comi)leted, ev(Mi to the addition

of a locomotive and two gondola, cars.

Beyond the littler strip of rails was a long'

reach of graded road-l)ed, and so the prog-

ress of the work dwindled, until at I;\st

there was little more than th(> trail-cutters"

path to mark what had been d(>termined

as the ' right of way."'

For the sake of ch>arness, I will first ex-

plain the steps that are taken at the out-

set in building a railroad, rather than tell

what parts of the uiulei'taking we came
upon ill passing over the various "con-
tracts" that were being wtn-ked in what
appeared a confusing and haphazard dis-

order. I have mentioned that one of tlm

houses at the landing was the railroad

company's storehouse, and that near by
wiM'e tilt! tents of the surveyors or civil

t.'iigineers. The road was to be a branch
of the Canadian I'acilic system, and thes(?

engineers were the first men sent into the

country, with instructions to survey a

line to the new mining region, into which
men were pouring' from the older parts of

Canada and from our country. It was
undiM'stood by them that they were to hit

upon the most direct and at the same
lime the least exi)eiisive route for the rail-

road to take. They w(>nt to the scene of

their labors !)y canoes, and carried tents,

blankets, instruments, and what they
called their " griil) stakes,"" which is to say,

their food. Then they travelled over the

ground between their two terminal points,

and back by another route, and back
again by still another route, and so back

and forth perhaps four and possibly si.\-

times. In that way alone were they en-

abled to select the line which ofVered tln^

shortest length and the least obstacles in

number and degree for the workmen who
were to come after them.

At Sproat's Landing I met an engineer,

Mr. B. C. Stewart, who is famous in his

profession as the most tireless and intrepid

exponent of its dilliculties in the Domin-
ion. The voung men account it a mis-
' •tune to be detailed to go on one of his

irneys with him. It is his custom to

. art out with a blanket, some bacon and
meal, and a cott'ce-pot, and to be gone for

weeks, and even for months. There scarce-

ly can have been a hardier Scotchman,
one of more simple tastes and require-

ments, or one ])ossessing' in any higher
degree the (luality called endurance. He
has spent years in the mountains of Brit-

ish Columbia, finding and exploring the

various passes, the most direct and feasible

routes to and from them, the valleys be-

tween the ranges, and the characteristics

of each section of the country. In a vast

country that has not otherwise been one-

third explored he has made himself fa-

miliar with the full southern half. He
has not known what it was to «Mijoy a

home, nor has he seen an apple growing
upon a tree in many years. During his

long and close-succeeding trips he has

run the whole gamut of the adventures

incident to the lives of hunters or explor-

ers, sutrering hunger, exposure, peril from
wild beasts, and all the hair-breadth es-

capes from frost and storm and Hood that


