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TUMYSTERY OF TIIE SUN.

BY TH-OMAS LINDJSAY.

However far back in the ages of
the past we place tlie origin of man
-whether we regard hlim as the
produet of an evolutionary process
or as the resuit of a fiat of creation
-there ýwas anc day whcn one
human consciousness became for
the first time inipresscd with the
glory of the noonday suni. Prom
that day until now it lias been
Icnown thiat from the sun the life of
the whiole earth is derived. It
îvould be natural for the untutorcd
saN age ta %vorship the great bail of
lire w'hich daily traversed the sIcy,
ta personify it, and ta give it a
nime ihich, once given, would bc
the kev-word for ail other appella-
tions of the beneficent power ril-
ing ail tliings in the universe.
Mystery, as ire understand the
word, there would be none ;thiere
would bc no attenhpt ta fathomi
the nature of the deity. A deity
there w'as ; that Nvas simple ani
enougli. But as mnan became more
enlightened through-not evolui-
tian, but necessity-tîe sun must
have been rcgardcd as a bail of fire
only, and then indeed those minds
desirous of searching for the liow
and the w'ly, w'zuicd be impresscd
witli thc fact that a great body in
thec heavens did influence -the
wviole earth, and( wouid seek to
know wlhat it iras and whence it
came. This iras the problem pre-
sented ta the earlv- observers in
historic times and anc far from be-
ing answered vet, after sav sixtV
centuries of observation.

Sa fat as ire can judge froin the
sacred îi'ritings the Hebrcw race
hiad neyer any conception of the
sun other tlian that it -was the
source of terrestrial 111e. WTe find(
no solar myths im thleir thcology -
hawever branches froni thec main

line nhay have wandered iuta suin-
worship, thierc ivas aiways the ane
central idea of the living God who
created the sun and the moon and
the stars-the Creator iras apart
froni his works. This is deserving-
of mare than passing mention ;it
is a fact, standing out in bold relief
uipon the pages that outline the
histr'ýrv of the humaiî race ; it defies
the hlighcer or the laîver or any
other criticismn ta give an expiana-
tian other than wiat the Cliristian
offers. Baulnd up with this fact is
the other,, that the Hebrew race
had a storv' of the cosmos mast
singuIarly like the hypothesis ad-
vanced in modern times, whlen al
the miovemients of the heavenlv
bodies were understood, wiren the
telescope hiad revcaled the hasts of
nebilac in the stellar depths, and
wiben chemnistry and mechianics had
by tiîeir grandest efforts shown
how a universe miglit be evolved
froii chaos. To the irriter of tlic
boo0k of Genesis whiat ivas there ta
su ggest chaos at al? Around
hlmii ai iras cosmos. He knew
nathimg of celestiai chemnistry or
the nebuiae ; how did lie become
iml)ie(l w'ith the idea that there
erer hiad beeiî a timie when the
green Pasture fields and fertile
plains of the East were chaos ?
Truly it iras a marvellous gucss if
lic gYuessed it!

The Ma1saic record, however,
does iîot convey the impression
that the chosen people were iii any
wav intcrested in regardl ta the
constitution of the heavenly bodies.
t-ndcrstaliiimg more thaîî anv
othcr people lîow thiese things
came to he. thev irere still as ignor-
ant of thie real nature of flic suri
and the mnoon as irere anv of tlîeir
contenîporaries, and tlîey certainiv


