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Archhishop of Dublin has taken a
hoarty interest in the work as have
many prominent men in public lifo. It
is proposed to ondow a chair at Wash.
ington University for the promotion
of the study.

Among the many reasons given for
the study there are two suflicient in
themsolves to onsure favorable con-
sideration for the work. One is the
fact that tho Irish languagn has an
abundant and splondid literature in
proso and verse. 'The sccond is that
tho Irish is one of the noblest and
most notablo languages in the world ;
for it is full and melodious in its
sounds; it is puro and copious in its
vocabulary ; 1t is powerful, harmonious
and pleagant in utterance, showing
like & mirror the true mind of the race
by whom it Lias been spoken for thou-
sands of yesrs.

1t would be worth much to the Irish
race in this country if only tho glorics
represented by their own ancient
names wero understood, ag they would
goen come to be from a study of the
old books in the old tongue.

——— -l I ettt

How the Union Works.

Great Britain in on her trial before
a committee of Parlisment appoirted
to consider the financial relaticas ex-
isting between Ireland and the Im
perial Government.

One of the most valuable, because
one of the bLest informed witneases
who appeared before that Committee
was  Mr. Murrough O'Brien, Chiet
Land Commissioner, who has been ofti-
cially engaged in valustion of [riah
properties for more than a quarter of
a century., Io the ocourse of Mr.
O'Brien's examination some startling
facta were elicited. Mr. Thomas Sexton
drew the attention of the witness to
the fact that Sweden, having about
the same population as Ireland, pays
taxes amounting to £1 per head, while
in Ireland the rate is 34, per head.

¢ Here we have two countries very much
in the same latitude and with about the same
ropulnion—Swodu. at a coat of £1 per
icad, paying the ordinary cost of adminie-
tration, outlay on railways, insurance for
workmen, paying the cost of public worship,
and maintaining an army and navy for the
protection of the second largeat mercaatile
marino in Europe, and it was done at a little
more than half the cost that is done in Ire.
land. 1s thare any way of acooun for
this amazing disparity except that Ireland
by reason of her political coanection with
Great Beitain is in such a state of discoatent
that it is found neoccssary from the Imperial
point of view to ralse thoeo taxes in order
to spend them again oua system vot suvited
to the needs of Ireland and diotated by Im.
perial politice?”

Mr. O'Brien's answer was :

‘1 think Ireland baa suffored & ﬂut dia-
advaatage by the Union, espocially in regard
to the expenditure she is called upon to pay
1 connection with foreign wars with which
she has very little couoern. 1 think, how-
ever, she might be called on to pay something
for defences.”

This statement by itself might not
bo taken as of very great weight, but
the other answers of the witness give
overpowering testimony to the accuracy
of his judgment. He takes the ground
that many of the expenditures now
oalled Imperial are really Eaglish.
Ireland is a poor country and her
struggle is sgainst immediate want.
Yet she has to bear the burdens inci-
dent to protecting the foreign policy
of Xagland, a land of wealth. The
police foroe is one item of an unjust
burden. It costs snuually one and a
balf millions of pounds, whereas by

population as compared with Great
Britain it should cost abouvt £600,000,
sud very much loss thau that reslly
because crimo in Ireland is loes in pro-
portion than in Ureat Britain. One
million of this raponditure should be
claserd as Imporial and not paid by
the Irisb people. It is true that three
millions a year are spent on the mili-
tary. But the objection is made that
thoro is no need for the troops and
secondly that most of the money is
spont for clothes and oven food in
England, the only peoplo who receive
sny benefit being o fow farmers near
some of tho barracks,

Auother complaint made is in regard
to the Church fund. We give the
cxamination sa conducted by Mr
Sexton :

**Take the case of the Church Fund—now
hero was an 1rish ccclesiastical corpo-ation,
and the first thing, as 1 understand, that
the Imperial ] .egislature did when they had
the opportunity was to contribute an artiti.
cisl value to the assets? Yes.

That is, put a capital burden of ahout five
millibne upon persons liable to F.y thoee
church renta? Yes, ] think that is e0.

Aud having put their burden upon that
clase o Ireland. the iext step was to rulieve
the Imperial pures of annual charges
.‘!nounling to a oapital value of a million?*

.

Then the main bulk of the fund has been
used sinve then for the purposs of mesting
demands such as famine, distress, and poli-
tical exigencies, which if this fund had not
existed wonll! have to be pail out of the
Imperial purse? Yoo, .

And the next step was that the National
Debt Commission botrowed money —at that
time, 1 thiuk, at about 3 per cent. nowat
24—and having advanced 11 or 12 millione
they charge now on thoes advances 33 per
oent. intereat? Yes.

Do you note the fact that this oney so
used is not even Imperial money, snd that
it oomes from Ireland out of tha saviogs
vanks there? 1 do not think any of it is
Imperial mnoney.

Is it not the fact that wh lu the National
Debt Comnmissioners receive this money at
2§ per oec:t. they charge 3} to Ireland—that
they use the savings of the poor in Ireland
to make a profit? Yes; and I believe not
only do they charge 3} per cent. in the case
of loans for land, but they sometimes charge
4 per cent.

Here is the DBritish Government
shouldering off its Imperial obligations
upon the Irish people, and not content
with that, actually making a profit of
one per cent on twelve millions of the
Irish people's own money. Is it any
wonder that the civilized world agrees
in Mr. O'Brien’s conclusion that the
financial results of the Union have
been dissstrous to Ireland, the taxation
baving there enormously increased
whereas in Great Britain it has de-
creased ! What will perbaps startle
some people is Mr. O'Brien's declara-
tion that the expenditure raised in
Ireland is ample for all purposes, Im.
perial and local, and that it would be
s saving to Great Britain if Irish
aflairs werealldealt with in Ireland.

—_———-

Don't thiok thet your sackcloth isa
failare if it isn’t cut in the latest style

Don't repent to-day what you are
sure to do to-morrow. That leads to
unhappiness.

Don't borrow trouble whileit's Lent.

Don’t mistake billiousness for re-
peotance.

Don't bother too much about your
neighbour's views of this life and the
next. Make Lent a local issue.

Don't let your wife do the Lenten
duties of the family, but try to ive up
to your better half.

Don't let Obarity cover too many
sins.

Don't forget that gossip is the re.
creation of the Evil One,

Don’t demand more of other men
than you require from yourself,

Don't forget that those who fast are
happier than those who are fast.

Hamtiton.

Bv. Patrick was honored with
spocial gervices in all the city churches
last Sunday. Bishop Dowling preach-
od et two masses in the morning
and again at vospers.

At St. Lawrence Church High
Muss was celobrated at 9,80 o'clock
bv Rov. Father Coty, assisted by Rov.
Father Brady. 'The LC.B.U. wore
present, nearly every member turning
cut to honor their patron Saint. His
Lordship Bishop Dowling preached a
sermon 80 elonuent and touching that
many an Irish heart was carried back
to the Green lslo, the acene of St.
Patrick’s work and struggles. A full
orchostra was in attendance and ren.
dered Mercadantis’ Masy in Bin their
usual satisfactory manner.

At St. DPatrick's church, 9 o’clock
maas was celebrated by Rev., Father
O'Reilly for the different Catholic Sc
oistics. The A. O. H., C. M. B. A,,
and the Ii. B. A. wera present, The
celebrant delivered an interesting ser
mon on the patron aaint.

At 11 o'clock solemn Iligh Mass
was celebrated by Rev. Iather Craven,
attended by Rev. F'athers Brady, Coty,
and O'Railly. Bishop Dowling was
present and gave a short address
reviewing Irigh history from the days
of St. Patrick. The choir was assisted
by Mrs. Bruce-Wilkstron who sang
Hauptmaon's * Ave Maria'. At ves-
pers Rev. Father Kreidt, of Niagara
Falls, gave a stirring and effective
address on * St. Patrick and Irish
History.”

At St. Joseph's Church, the sacred
concert and lecture in the evening
were the ovents of tho celebration.
The music, instrumental and voeal,
was faultless. The lecture was de.
livered by Rev, Father Coty. Taking
as his subject ** The fidelity of the
Irish people to the faith in all ayes
and under all persecutions' he follow-
ed the Irish race, dwelling emphatic-
ally and patriotically on the wigor of
the faith us hield by the Irish against
the crushing bigotry of their persecu-
tors. Very pathetic indced was his
description of the trials pressed on the
Irish people by the iron heel of the
oppreseor, and the misery attending
their devotion to the faith, At the
conclusion of the lecture, Bishop
Dowling spoke for a few minutes, tak-
ing occasion to refer to the education
question, in which the germ of perse-
cution appears as it appoared and
matured in Ireland.

The A.O.H. held a grand concert in
Association Hall last Mounday night, in
honor of St. Patrick. It was a success
in every way.

Sister Gertrude, of St. Joseph's
Convent was given a reception last
Tuesday by the sisters and the orphans
under their charge, the occasion being
her Silver Jubliee,

- - A -

Denled by Mgr. Satolli.

—

A French newspaper of Quebec city,
having published & letter from its cor-
respondent in Rome, in which it was
stated that Mgr. Satolli, Apostolic De-
legate to the United States, had ex-
pressed the opinion that the greatest
blessing, botb spiritual and temporal,
that could befall Canada would be its
annexation tc the United States, a
resident having the honor of a personal
scquaintance with Mgr. Satolli wrote
his Excellency, enclosing the story, in
answer to which he had received the
following empha:ic denial :

* Wasnixgros, D. C., March 6.

My Drar Sir: In reply to your
note of the 4thinat. I would say that
the expresion of opinion attributed to
me in the clipping you send is absolute-
ly without foundation. Ioarefullyavoid
all interference in political affairs snd
would never dream of sxpressing an
opinion on the matter in question.
Faithfully yours.

“ Fr. Aroup. 8arorey, Del. Apost.”

How Tim Power Tuk the Cledge,

A Tramore Yara,

For the Register.

Moshtha ! I'm tired av tellin’ it, childher;

besides 'tis ontucky,

An’ imother 'ud be aa put out an' angry as il

I had etruck yu,

Not 'till the cocks were crowin' 'ud wan av

o aleep » wink,

An’ 1t discomposes meself ; I'd be feelin' th'

ould gra for a dhrink,

Wantin' a dhrink tmagh’ an’ me wid the
pledge for life,

Pledged by the priest, begorra, as fast aa |
am to the wife.

Well ! how'sever, here goes, while havin' a
shouyh o' the pipe,

‘ Warm an’ shnog " O, yeh, an' 80's & dhry
bog for a snipe.

‘Tis thirty g;ll’ or more since I tuk an oar
in the bow,

i

When Moira, the boat, an’ e, wor betther
lookin’ than now.

\We're bothered an’ athrained an’ patched,
an’ hoavy again a wind,

“ QOoly for fair weather use,” the register
says, d'ye mind.

But there was a day alannire, tho' 1 be
sayin' it who shouldn't,

Th' ould boy himself might shiake us—he
did—but stop us he coulda’t.

We were "uthered arouad the greesangh, an’
foelin' juat moggulore,

Takin' a dhrop together an’ braggin’ about
Thramore,

Ve never purtind clat all winther there
isn't the like in the South,

For it's wirrasthrue | wid the ship that's
caught in its threacherous mouth,

But from April up to October, we'd swear
it livin’ an' dead,

No purtier Bay in ths world than that in-
aide Brownstown llead,

fove o' my heart, Thramore' where ever
was sky 80 blue?

An’' who cansit it 80 queenly, throned on
the cliffs, like you*

Your feet in the waves achorra : your face
in a summer veil,

An' houldin' your Coort av Beauty, above
on the Doneraile *

Well an’ good, as 1 said, our discoorse was
about th' ould town,

Siogin® her praises aky-high, an’ ruunin’ her
rivals down.

When right on a rust. o' the storm we heard
Patesy Shanahau

Shoutin' a ship in distress outaide o' the
Metal Man.

A Pather an’ Ave it tuk, from Sheanacus
there by the turf,

To makin' the Sign o' the Crcss, as Moira
swept iato the surf.

A new leftinnant we had fromn Carnsore
Coat guard dhrawn,

A bouchatll wid lashin's av pluck, buta
black an' bitther sthukann,

An' it sthruck us then av a sudden, we all
thought it mighty quare,

He had never wance made the Sign, nor
utthered a mouthful o' prayer.

We dida't have time to spake, our work
was waitin' us theon,

For the lower raygions wor loose an’ we had
to behave like men,

Aye, from that same leftinnant to me a
gorsoon in the bow,

Dho tvaha* ! we'd often faced death, an’
worn't afeerd av it now.

Alile murther ! the night was as black as th’
ace o' spades,

Thundec an’ lightsin® glvre, like the place
Fathor Joha calls ** Hades."

The rain and the whistlin’ spray, they
whipped like a ratlin’ sthrand,

An' down the waves wor a-rowlin’, begorra
from Newfoun'land

An’ all the brass bands in Europe nor only
a phillabeen’st call

To the moidherin’ bursts o' music that
batthered the Storm Wall.

Thro’ the night an’ the rain an’ the roar, we
sighted the ship at laat,
Poundin® an’ poundin’ again, an’ goin’ to

pieces fast,

We laid the Moira 'longdide, slipped undher
hercounther vate,

An’ when we cams up the lift, we jumped
for her railin's sthraight,

Sprang wid the linea all clear, the leftinnant,
me an' McKay,

Spraag for her counter-rail, and sthruck in
the bilin’ say !

\When they dhragged us back in the boat
every man av us n..Ltthered a prayer,

For divil, the sight of a spar, or a ship or
leftivnant was there!

An’ aich mother's son, next mornin’, was
marched to the priest by his wife,

An' 2008 a8 h’d * read over all, faith he

gave us the pledge for life.

That ship was a ghost ! no less. The lef.
tinvant, I'm afther namin’,
An’ sweet bad luck to his thricks, twas an
clegant sample o' schamin'.
Wutiax Dovuaro.

* Do beats, your soul, ¢ Plover.




